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What Faith Demands

Heb. 11:1-6

Faith defined.

Heb. 11:1-6, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.  For by it the elders obtained a good
report.  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear.  By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet
speaketh.  By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see
death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for
before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.  But 
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.”

How does faith come?

Rom. 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.”

When is faith perfected?

James 2:22-23, “Seest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was faith made perfect?  And the scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”

Kinds and degrees of faith

There is one faith.  Eph. 4:4-5, “There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism,”

Great faith.  Matt. 8:5-10, “And when Jesus was entered into
Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,  And
saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously
tormented.  And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.  The
centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou
shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my
servant shall be healed.  For I am a man under authority, having
soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to
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another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he
doeth it.  When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that
followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not
in Israel.”

Little faith.  Matt. 6:25-30, “Therefore I say unto you, Take no
thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet
for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment?  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?  Which of you by
taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  And why take ye
thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin:  And yet I say unto you, That even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Wherefore,
if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little
faith?”

Weak faith. Rom. 14:1, “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye,
but not to doubtful disputations.”

Strong faith.  Rom. 4:17-20 (of Abraham), “(As it is written, I
have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he
believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they were.  Who against hope believed
in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to 
that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.  And being not weak in
faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about
an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb:  He 
staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong
in faith, giving glory to God;”

Three things faith demands

Acceptance and respect for God and His word.

Action (whether you can see God’s reason, or not).

No deviation from God’s plan.

Examples of these:

Noah.  Heb. 11:7, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.”
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Abraham.

• Heb. 11:8-10, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.  By
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise:  For he looked for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

• Heb. 11:17-19, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his
only begotten son,  Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy
seed be called:  Accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a
figure.”

• James 2:21-24, “Was not Abraham our father justified by
works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 
Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect?  And the scripture was fulfilled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.  Ye see
then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith
only.”

Joshua (wall of Jericho).  Heb. 11:30, “By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.”

Saul of Tarsus’ conversion.

• Acts 9:3-9, “And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus:
and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven:  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  And he said, Who
art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.  And
he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.  And the men
which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice,
but seeing no man.  And Saul arose from the earth; and when
his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the
hand, and brought him into Damascus.  And he was three days 
without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.”

• Acts 22:11-16, “And when I could not see for the glory of that
light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came
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into Damascus.  And one Ananias, a devout man according to
the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,  
Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul,
receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him.  And 
he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou
shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest
hear the voice of his mouth.  For thou shalt be his witness unto
all men of what thou hast seen and heard.  And now why
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.”

Applications to us
(apply things in section above)

Plan of salvation

• Mark 16:15-16, “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.”

• Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Worship.

• John 4:24, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth.”

• Acts 20:7, “And upon the first day of the week, when the
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto
them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech 
until midnight.”

• Eph. 5:19, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord;”

Seek ye first the kingdom.

Matt. 6:33, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
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Right living.

• Titus 2:11-12, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men,  Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world;”

• Rom. 1:17, “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”

To fail to do all of these demonstrates a lack of faith, or weakness 
of faith.

1 Cor. 4:2, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be
found faithful.”

Conclusion

Do you have the faith to do God’s will today and trust Him for the 
promises. To to this one must become a Christian. The following are 
the steps necessary to make that happen:

• Faith.  Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was
in high school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my
same age told me he was an atheist. Since I had been
baptized, I took the opportunity to talk to him about the
scriptures. He told me that he could see that living the life of a 
Christian was good, but he wasn’t sure if he believed there
was a God. But to be on the safe side, maybe he should go to
church, and when he dies and stands before God (if there is a
God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a Judgment), maybe
if God sees that he has gone to church and lived a good life
that God would send him to heaven (if there is a heaven), and
not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t work that
way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or you
cannot please Him.”

• Repentance.  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 11:18, “… Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you
heard a noise in the other room, and you think to yourself,
“There’s a burglar in my house!” So you reach for your cell
phone, and as quietly as you can, you call the police, tell
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them there is a burglar in your house, and you give them
your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and capture the
thief. He yells, “I’m sorry; I’m sorry!” What is he sorry for? He
is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and
wants to change his life so that he would never steal again.
That is true repentance. It is a change of mind that brings
about a change of action. That is what we have to do before
we can become a Christian.

• Confession.  Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” What do we
confess? That we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life,
or salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one
has already attained.

• Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and
salvation are  attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill
all righteousness, “But John forbad him, saying, I have need to 
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus was
baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did
you see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized?
Jesus also said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We
are baptized because it fulfills His righteousness, not
because it is of our righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what 
did you say the reason of baptism is? “for the remission of
sins”. Why would anyone want to leave out the step that
removes our sins?
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Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be
baptized. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very
same thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead
to us. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6).
Baptism is God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in
our lives by baptism. We are free from our old sins only when
we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery 
and sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not yet become a Christian, won't you consider it
today
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