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The Great Physician
Mark 2:1-17

Mark 2:1-17, “And again he entered into Capernaum after some
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. And straightway
many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to
receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the
word unto them. And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the
palsy, which was borne of four. And when they could not come nigh
unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and
when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of
the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there was certain of the
scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this
man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?
And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so
reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these
things in your hearts? Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the
palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed,
and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee,
Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And
immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all;
insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We
never saw it on this fashion. And he went forth again by the sea side;
and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. And as
he passed by, he saw Leuvi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of
custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed
him. And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house,
many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his
disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. And when the
scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they
said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with
publicans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them,
They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are
sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

When a person becomes sick he usually seeks a physician to
cure him of his sickness. The physician is then able to prescribe the
proper medication and dosage, or give other instructions to bring
about a cure for that sickness.

The physician has to have a great deal of knowledge of a lot of
different types of sicknesses and medications to do his job well.
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If the physician prescribes the wrong cure for the wrong ailment,
the results could be disastrous.

Sometimes because of his workload, he gives instruction to
others to be performed: nurses, orderlies, medics, etc. These may
not know as much as the physician, but they should know enough
as to follow his instructions.

Some years back I was admited to the hospital in the morning for
heart trouble. The staff at Boeing Medical and the ambulance
personnel thought I had a heart attack. A heart doctor analyzed
that I had Atrial Fibrilation, and did not have a heart attack. He
wanted me to stay in the hospital for some tests and had me take
some medicine to control the heart rate. At midnight when I was
sleeping, a nurse was watching monitors which were attached to
me woke me up and asked, "Mr. Forsman, how are you feeling?" I
said their was a slight pressure on my chest, but not like it was
when [ was admited to the hospital. She gave me a shot of
something in the arm, and immediately my ears were ringing, my
head was spinning, and I felt wierd sensations all over my body. I
said, "What is going on?" as I described my feelings. She said, "Don't
worry about it; that is just the side effects of the medication I gave
you." Five minutes later, four more nurses rushed into the room, I
received another shot in the arm of the same sunstance with the
same effects as the last time. Next thing I knew, they were wheeling
me down the corridor to the Emergency Room where more monitors
were attached to me. The next morning my doctor came into the
room and asked me, "What are you doing in this room?" I said, "I
don't know; ask the nuirses." He looked at my chart hanging on the
end of my bed, slammed it down, and raced to the nurses' station. I
heard him yell, "If you didn't know what you were doing, why didn't
you call me? You gave him medication for a heart attack; he is not a
heart attack patient; he has Atrial Fibrilation!" Clearly, they did not
know as much as the doctor.

We have a great physician in Jesus Christ who knows all of the
problems of the world and their cures.

e John 2:24-25, “But Jesus did not commit himself unto them,
because he knew all men, And needed not that any should
testify of man: for he knew what was in man.”

e John 1:3, “All things were made by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made.”

* Mark 2:13-17, “And he went forth again by the sea side; and
all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them. And
as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the
receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose

The Great Physician 4



and followed him. And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at
meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also
together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and
they followed him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw
him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his
disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans
and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They
that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are
sick: I came notto call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Jesus has instructed others to carry on in his work,
just as doctors give instructions to nurses.

The apostles.

Matt. 28:16-20, “Then the eleven disciples went away into
Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. And when
they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. And Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”

Others.

2 Tim. 2:2, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be
able to teach others also.”

What is the disease? Sin

Isaiah 1:2-6, “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the
LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and
they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the
ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not
consider. Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of
evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD,
they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward. Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt
more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in
it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been
closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.”
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It is a deadly disease.

Rom. 8:13, “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall
live.”

James 1:14-15, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.”

James 5:19-20, “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth,
and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth
the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”

The whole world is sick

Eccl. 7:20, “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth
good, and sinneth not.”

Rom. 3:9-10, “What then? are we better than they? No, in no
wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that
they are all under sin; As itis written, There is none righteous,
no, not one.”

Medicine must be taken to cure

Rom. 6:16-17, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was
delivered you.”

1 Pet. 1:22-25, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren,
see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is
as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which
by the gospel is preached unto you.”
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Take as directed.

It is dangerous to take medication when the bottle label or
prescription is missing.

* Are you sure it’s the right medication?

* Are you sure of the proper dosage?

Don’t allow another to change the medication that was
prescribed by the physician.

* Gal. 1:6-9, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which
is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said
before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

* 2 John 1:9-10, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed.”

Sometimes the physicfiandmay prescribe proper
00
exercise, or a different atmosphere

* 1 Pet. 2:2, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby:”

* Acts 20:32, “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give
you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.”

* 1 Tim. 4:7-8, “But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and
exercise thyself rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise
profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”

* 1 Cor. 15:33, “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt
good manners.”

* 1 Cor. 4:6-7, “And these things, brethren, I have in a figure
transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye
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might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written,
that no one of you be puffed up for one against another. For
who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou
that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?”

Many people are sick with imagined ills

Doctors’ offices are filled with people who are sick because they
imagine they are sick.

In the Old Testament, Elijah was a tower of strength for right
until he began to imagine that he was the only one fighting the fight.
Then he sat down to die.

1 Kings 19:4, “But he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and
he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is
enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better
than my fathers.”

1 Kings 19:14, “And he said, I have been very jealous for the
LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they
seek my life, to take it away.”

1 Kings 19:18, “Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all
the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth
which hath not kissed him.”

Imagination was part of the downfall of man as described by

Paul.

Rom. 1:21, “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified

him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.”

Many people suffer with various diseases

which manifest a trembling effect,
in which people grow weak
and are unable to accomplish much

This is true spiritually, as well. Some are unable to lift up their
hands and knees that falter. Heb. 12:12-13, “Wherefore lift up the
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; And make straight
paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way;
but let it rather be healed.”
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This caused by a lack of spiritual food. Heb. 5:12, “For when for
the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are
become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.”

The remedy for this is to get back to the word of God and then
give attention to following it.

* Heb. 2:1-2, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression and disobedience received a just
recompence of reward,”

* Heb. 12:1-2, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Many people today have heart disease

The heart may wax gross (dull).

Matt. 13:15, “For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any
time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and
should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I
should heal them.”

The heart may grow hard.

Mark 10:5, “And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the
hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.”

The heart may begin to think incorrectly.

Acts 8:21-22, “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy
heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may
be forgiven thee.”
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The heart may become blind.

Eph. 4:18, “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of
the blindness of their heart.”

The heart may become deceived.

James 1:26, “If any man among you seem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s
religion is vain.”

The heart may get involved in the wrong things.

2 Pet. 2:14, “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease
from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with
covetous practices; cursed children.”

There are so many ways one may have heart trouble
spiritually.

The remedy is to purify the heart.

* Acts 15:9, “And put no difference between us and them,
purifying their hearts by faith.”

* Heb. 10:22, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”

e James 4:8, “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye
double minded.”

This may be done by obeying the gospel or making things
right as an erring Christian.

Rom. 6:1-4, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin,
that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to
sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.”
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A very common sickness is one
of the various eye problems

Many people have eye problems spiritually.

Some close their eyes.

Matt. 13:15, “For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any
time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and
should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I
should heal them.”

Others are blinded.

2 Cor. 4:4, “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

Others get the evil eye.

Matt. 6:23, “But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of
darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great
is that darkness!”

Others get eye problems through ignorance.

Eph. 4:18, “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of
the blindness of their heart.”

The remedy for eye problems is to turn to Christ.

2 Cor. 3:14-16, “But their minds were blinded: for until this day
remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old
testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day,
when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it
shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.”

And then use His eye salve.

Rev. 3:18, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed,
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”

Conclusion

Jesus Christ is the Great Physician. He came to seek and save
the lost.

Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.”
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Only Christ can give real rest.

Matt. 11:28-30, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for  am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

What has the Great Physician given as remedy for sin? The
following is the prescription He has given:

e Faith. Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was
in high school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my
same age told me he was an atheist. Since I had been
baptized, I took the opportunity to talk to him about the
scriptures. He told me that he could see that living the life of a
Christian was good, but he wasn’t sure if he believed there
was a God. But to be on the safe side, maybe he should go to
church, and when he dies and stands before God (if there is a
God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a Judgment), maybe
if God sees that he has gone to church and lived a good life
that God would send him to heaven (if there is a heaven), and
not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t work that
way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or you
cannot please Him.”

* ‘Repentance. Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 11:18, “... Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you
heard a noise in the other room, and you think to yourself,
“There’s a burglar in my house!” So you reach for your cell
phone, and as quietly as you can, you call the police, tell
them there is a burglar in your house, and you give them
your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and capture the
thief. He yells, “I'm sorry; I'm sorry!” What is he sorry for? He
is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and
wants to change his life so that he would never steal again.
That is true repentance. It is a change of mind that brings
about a change of action. That is what we have to do before
we can become a Christian.

* Confession. Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
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God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” What do we
confess? That we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life,
or salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one
has already attained.

* Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and
salvation are attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill
all righteousness, “ButJohn forbad him, saying, I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus was
baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did
you see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized?
Jesus also said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We
are baptized because it fulfills His righteousness, not
because it is of our righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what
did you say the reason of baptism is? “for the remission of
sins”. Why would anyone want to leave out the step that
removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be
baptized. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very
same thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
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walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead
to us. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6).
Baptism is God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in
our lives by baptism. We are free from our old sins only when
we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery
and sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not taken this prescription, won't you consider it
today?
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