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The Fall And Rise Of Peter

Mark 14:27-72

The apostle Peter is a favorite Bible character of many people.

He was a fisherman.  Most fishermen are rough and rugged.

He was impetuous at times.

Matt. 26:32-34.  “But after I am risen again, I will go before you
into Galilee.  Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall
be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.  Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow,
thou shalt deny me thrice.”

Many people say they relate to Peter.

Christ chose Peter to follow Him.

Andrew, Peter’s brother, brought Peter to Jesus.

John 1:38-42, “Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and
saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is
to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?  He saith unto 
them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode
with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.  One of the two
which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother.  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto 
him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the
Christ.  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he
said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas,
which is by interpretation, A stone.”

He was a member of the inner circle (a favorite of Jesus).

Mark 5:37, “And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and 
James, and John the brother of James.”

Peter was a leader among the disciples.

• Mark 1:29, “And forthwith, when they were come out of the
synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew,
with James and John.”

• Mark 8:29, “And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I
am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the
Christ.”

• John 6:67, “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go
away?”
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• Matt. 19:27, “Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, 
we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have
therefore?”

He was the first to confess Christ.

Matt. 16:13-18, “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the
Son of man am?  And they said, Some say that thou art John the
Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  He
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.  And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”

He preached on the Pentecost, and was an active
person throughout the book of Acts..

• Acts 2:1-14, “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem
Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.  Now
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together,
and were confounded, because that every man heard them
speak in his own language.  And they were all amazed and
marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these
which speak Galilaeans?  And how hear we every man in our
own tongue, wherein we were born?  Parthians, and Medes,
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  Phrygia, and
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene,
and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,  Cretes and
Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful
works of God.  And they were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth this?  Others mocking
said, These men are full of new wine.  But Peter, standing up
with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men
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of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known
unto you, and hearken to my words:”

• Acts 2:37-41, “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?  Then Peter said unto
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.  For the promise is unto you, and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.  And with many other words did he testify
and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward
generation.  Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls.”

This great disciple, however, had his problems.

He fell from time to time.

In this lesson, we want to notice some of the things involved in
Peter’s fall and rise.

Peter was over-confident in himself

This is obvious from his words.

Mark 14:27-29, “And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be
offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the
shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.  But after that I am risen,
I will go before you into Galilee.  But Peter said unto him, Although all
shall be offended, yet will not I.”

It is foolish for a man to trust in his own heart.

Prov. 28:26, “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso
walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.”

Anyone can fall.

The apostle Paul realized this truth.

1 Cor. 10:12, “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall.”

We must always be on our guard.

Therefore, self-confidence was a step in Peter’s fall.
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Peter made hasty promises or actions

• Matt. 17:1-5, “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James,
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high
mountain apart,  And was transfigured before them: and his
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the
light.  And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias
talking with him.  Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus,
Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elias.  While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which 
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear
ye him.”

• Mark 14:31, “But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die 
with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said
they all.”

Peter reacted without thinking.

He failed to count the cost of such a statement.

John 13:36-38, “Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest
thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me
now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards.  Peter said unto him, Lord,
why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 
Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied
me thrice.”

Jesus said we must count the cost.

• Matt. 16:24, “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.”

• Luke 9:57-62, “And it came to pass, that, as they went in the
way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest.  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay his head.  And he said unto another,
Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father.  Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but
go thou and preach the kingdom of God.  And another also
said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them
farewell, which are at home at my house.  And Jesus said unto
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him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

After Peter’s emphatic and hasty statement that he would
never deny Christ, Jesus said he would.

Mark 14:30, “And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee,
That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny me thrice.”

Peter denied even more so.

Mark 14:31, “But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die
with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they
all.”

Peter dropped his guard

He fell asleep.

Mark 14:32-38, “And they came to a place which was named
Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall
pray.  And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began
to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy;  And saith unto them, My
soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. 
And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that,
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.  And he said, Abba,
Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me:
nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt.  And he cometh, and
findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou?
couldest not thou watch one hour?  Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter
into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.” 

His self-confidence probably led him to this point.

Peter took harsh actions.

• John 18:1-11, “When Jesus had spoken these words, he went
forth with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a
garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples.  And
Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus
ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples.  Judas then, having
received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and
Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and
weapons.  Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should
come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek
ye?  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto
them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with
them.  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they
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went backward, and fell to the ground.  Then asked he them
again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye
seek me, let these go their way:  That the saying might be
fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I
lost none.  Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote 
the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s 
name was Malchus.  Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy
sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me,
shall I not drink it?”

• Luke 22:50-54, “And one of them smote the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his right ear.  And Jesus answered and said,
Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him. 
Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the
temple, and the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come
out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?  When I was
daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands
against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness. 
Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high
priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off.”

Peter denied his Lord

As we have just noted, Peter followed from afar off. It is not
popular to be with Jesus at this point. Peter is starting to show
signs of being a coward.

Peter sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. He
was attempting to blend in and not be noticed. He had backslidden
from Christ to the enemies camp.

Luke 22:55-56, “And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of 
the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them. 
But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly
looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him.”

Peter begins to curse

He is now reached the bottom

Mark 14:67-72, “And when she saw Peter warming himself, she
looked upon him, and said, And thou also wast with Jesus of
Nazareth.  But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I
what thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. 
And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by,
This is one of them.  And he denied it again. And a little after, they that 
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stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a
Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto.  But he began to curse and 
to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak.  And the
second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that
Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me
thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.”

He had previously said, “Though all shall be offended, yet not I.”

He does just the opposite.

Peter’s Rise

He remembered the words of the Lord.

Mark 14:72, “And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called
to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.”

He was sorry for his actions. He didn’t do like Judas, who went
out and hanged himself.

Peter was cut to his heart. He repented. He was on his way back.

That event had an impact on his mind in his later years.

1 Pet. 5:6, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time:”

Conclusion

Peter’s steps can be followed today.

We, too, can fall.

• Gal. 5:4, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of
you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”

• 2 Pet. 2:20-21, “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the beginning.  For it had
been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the
holy commandment delivered unto them.”
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We must not be overconfident. We must not make hasty
promises or statements. We must never drop our guard, as Peter
later commands.

1 Pet. 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:”

We must never deny Christ.

Matt. 10:32-33, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before
men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in heaven.”

If we have fallen, we, too, can rise again.

• 1 John 2:1, “My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:”

• Rev. 2:5, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except 
thou repent.”

Have you become a Christian? The following are the steps
necessary to make that happen:

• Faith.  Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was
in high school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my
same age told me he was an atheist. Since I had been
baptized, I took the opportunity to talk to him about the
scriptures. He told me that he could see that living the life of a 
Christian was good, but he wasn’t sure if he believed there
was a God. But to be on the safe side, maybe he should go to
church, and when he dies and stands before God (if there is a
God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a Judgment), maybe
if God sees that he has gone to church and lived a good life
that God would send him to heaven (if there is a heaven), and
not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t work that
way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or you
cannot please Him.”

• Repentance.  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 11:18, “… Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
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granted repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you
heard a noise in the other room, and you think to yourself,
“There’s a burglar in my house!” So you reach for your cell
phone, and as quietly as you can, you call the police, tell
them there is a burglar in your house, and you give them
your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and capture the
thief. He yells, “I’m sorry; I’m sorry!” What is he sorry for? He
is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and
wants to change his life so that he would never steal again.
That is true repentance. It is a change of mind that brings
about a change of action. That is what we have to do before
we can become a Christian.

• Confession.  Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” What do we
confess? That we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life,
or salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one
has already attained.

• Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and
salvation are  attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill
all righteousness, “But John forbad him, saying, I have need to 
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus was
baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did
you see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized?
Jesus also said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We
are baptized because it fulfills His righteousness, not
because it is of our righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what 
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did you say the reason of baptism is? “for the remission of
sins”. Why would anyone want to leave out the step that
removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be
baptized. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very
same thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead
to us. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection:  Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6).
Baptism is God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in
our lives by baptism. We are free from our old sins only when
we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery 
and sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not yet become a Christian, won't you consider it
today?
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