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The Bad Bargain Of Esau

Gen. 25:29-34

One of the saddest figures in the Bible is that of Esau.

Firstborn son of Isaac and Rebekah, twin brother of Jacob.

Gen. 25:21-26, “And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife,
because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and
Rebekah his wife conceived.  And the children struggled together
within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to
enquire of the LORD.  And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in
thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy
bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people;
and the elder shall serve the younger.  And when her days to be
delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb.  And
the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called
his name Esau.  And after that came his brother out, and his hand
took hold on Esau’s heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac
was threescore years old when she bare them.”

Loved by his father Isaac, a skillful hunter.

Gen. 25:27-28, “And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning
hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in
tents.  And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but
Rebekah loved Jacob.”

Esau was a man who had his good side.

He showed kindness to his brother who had deceived him.

Gen. 33:1-16, “And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and,
behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided
the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two
handmaids.  And he put the handmaids and their children foremost,
and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.  
And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground
seven times, until he came near to his brother.  And Esau ran to meet
him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and
they wept.  And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the
children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, The
children which God hath graciously given thy servant.  Then the
handmaidens came near, they and their children, and they bowed
themselves.  And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed
themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed 
themselves.  And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I 
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met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord.  And
Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto
thyself.  And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in 
thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have
seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast
pleased with me.  Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to
thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and because I have
enough. And he urged him, and he took it.  And he said, Let us take
our journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee.  And he said unto
him, My lord knoweth that the children are tender, and the flocks and
herds with young are with me: and if men should overdrive them one
day, all the flock will die.  Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his 
servant: and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth
before me and the children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord 
unto Seir.  And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk
that are with me. And he said, What needeth it? let me find grace in
the sight of my lord.  So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir.”

He helped bury his father Isaac.

Gen. 35:29, “And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was
gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons
Esau and Jacob buried him.”

Yet on two occasions he was manipulated by his
brother Jacob.

The first when Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of pottage.

Gen. 25:29-34, “And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the
field, and he was faint:  And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name
called Edom.  And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.  And
Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this
birthright do to me?  And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he
sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.  Then Jacob
gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink,
and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.”

The second when Jacob stole the blessing designed for Esau.

Gen. 27:1-41, “And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and
his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest
son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here
am I.  And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my
death:  Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and
thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison;  And
make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may
eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.  And Rebekah heard
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when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt
for venison, and to bring it.  And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son,
saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother,
saying,  Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may
eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death.  Now therefore,
my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee.  Go
now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats;
and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth: 
And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may
bless thee before his death.  And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother,
Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man:  My
father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a
deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.  And
his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey
my voice, and go fetch me them.  And he went, and fetched, and
brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such
as his father loved.  And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest
son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob 
her younger son:  And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon
his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck:  And she gave the
savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand
of her son Jacob.  And he came unto his father, and said, My father:
and he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son?  And Jacob said unto
his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou
badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul
may bless me.  And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast
found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God
brought it to me.  And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee,
that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.  
And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said,
The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.  And
he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother
Esau’s hands: so he blessed him.  And he said, Art thou my very son
Esau? And he said, I am.  And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will
eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought
it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine and he drank.  
And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my
son.  And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of
his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as
the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed:  Therefore God give
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of
corn and wine:  Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee:
be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee: 
cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that
blesseth thee.  And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an
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end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his
hunting.  And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his 
father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his
son’s venison, that thy soul may bless me.  And Isaac his father said
unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau.  
And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he
that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all
before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be
blessed.  And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with
a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me,
even me also, O my father.  And he said, Thy brother came with
subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing.  And he said, Is not he
rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he
took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my
blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?  And
Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy
lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with
corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto
thee, my son?  And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one
blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau
lifted up his voice, and wept.  And Isaac his father answered and said 
unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of 
the dew of heaven from above;  And by thy sword shalt thou live, and
shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt
have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 
And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father
blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my 
father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.”

In this study, we shall focus our attention on the first occasion,
and lessons we might glean from this unfortunate circumstance in
Esau’s life.

Esau sold his birthright

The physical advantages of Esau's birthright.

Contained a double portion of the father’s inheritance.

Deut. 21:17, “But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated for
the firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he hath: for he
is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his.”
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The amount would have been very great, for what he
eventually received was also great.

Gen. 36:6-7, “And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his
daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his cattle, and all his
beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of
Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his brother Jacob. 
For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and
the land wherein they were strangers could not bear them because of
their cattle.”

Offered rule and authority over other members of the
family.

Gen. 27:29, “Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee:
be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee: 
cursed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that
blesseth thee.”

The spiritual advantages of Esau's birthright.

Patriarch of the house on the death of his father.

Heir of the promised blessing.

Able to invoke the blessing of Abraham, regarding the
threefold promise.

• Gen. 28:4, “And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee,
and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land
wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.”

• Gen. 12:1-3, “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s
house, unto a land that I will shew thee:  And I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing:  And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.”

Such were the issues at stake when Jacob and Esau bartered
over the birthright.

Esau’s bad bargain — He chose the sensual over the
spiritual.

He gave into the cravings of his hunger.

Gen. 25:29-34, “And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the
field, and he was faint:  And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name
called Edom.  And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.  And
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Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this
birthright do to me?  And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he
sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.  Then Jacob
gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink,
and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.”

He valued the red pottage more highly than his birthright;
for this reason he was called “a profane person”.

Heb. 12:16, “Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as
Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.”

Esau chose the present over the future.

He tossed away future rewards for present gratification.

The pottage may have assuaged his hunger for the day, but what 
of the morrow?

This too made him a “profane” person.

For temporary, physical pleasures Esau sold his birthright; 
what a bad bargain!

Certainly we would not think of making the same kind of
bargain, would we?  Perhaps not with an inheritance we might
receive from our parents; but what of our spiritual inheritance?

Are we selling our birthright?

Our birthright as Christians.

We are heirs according to the promise made to Abraham.

Gal. 3:29, “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.”

We are joint-heirs with Christ.

Rom. 8:16-17, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God:  And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also glorified together.”

We are heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Tit. 3:7, “That being justified by his grace, we should be made
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

We are heirs of the kingdom which He has promised.

• James 2:5, “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?”
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• 2 Pet. 1:11, “For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.”

In Him, all things are ours.

• 1 Cor. 3:21-23, “Therefore let no man glory in men. For all
things are yours;  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the
world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all
are yours;  And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.”

• Rev. 21:7, “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I
will be his God, and he shall be my son.”

Our inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven.

1 Pet. 1:4, “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,”

What a wonderful birthright, and not just limited to things
in the hereafter!

Mark 10:28-30, “Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have
left all, and have followed thee.  And Jesus answered and said,
Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my sake, and the gospel’s,  But he shall receive an hundredfold
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and 
children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come
eternal life.”

Are we making a bad bargain? How might we sell our 
birthright?

Succumbing to the passing pleasures of sin.

Heb. 11:24-26, “By faith Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;  Choosing rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season;  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of 
the reward.”

Lusting for things of the world.

• 1 John 2:15, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him.”
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• James 4:4, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that
the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”

Walking after the flesh rather than after the Spirit.

Gal. 5:16-26, “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: 
so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  But if ye be led of the
Spirit, ye are not under the law.  Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness,  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,  Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also
told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  Meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law.  And they that are Christ’s have crucified 
the flesh with the affections and lusts.  If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit.  Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking
one another, envying one another.”

How might we hold on to our birthright?

Pursue peace and holiness.

Heb. 12:14, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord:”

Be careful not to fall short of God’s grace.

Heb. 12:15, “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of
God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby
many be defiled;”

Exercise discipline and godliness.

• 1 Cor. 9:24-27, “Know ye not that they which run in a race run
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  And 
every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible.  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I,
not as one that beateth the air:  But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”

• 1 Tim. 4:7-8, “But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and
exercise thyself rather unto godliness.  For bodily exercise
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profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”

Conclusion

Esau made the mistake of...

• Depreciating the value of his inheritance.

• Succumbing to the desires of the flesh.

We can make a similar mistake...

• Not appreciating the value of our inheritance in Christ!

• Giving in to the allure of immediate gratification of the flesh!

If we are not careful, the time will come when it is too late;
no matter how many tears we may shed, it will be too late to
change God’s mind.

Heb. 12:17, “For ye know how that afterward, when he would
have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of
repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.”

That is why we need to heed such warnings as that one given 
by the apostle Paul:

2 Cor. 6:1-2, “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you
also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.  (For he saith, I have
heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I
succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.)”

Are you in danger of selling your birthright as a Christian?
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