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1 John 1:

The right attitudes are absolutely necessary.

Psalms 100:2-4, “Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his
presence with singing. Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into
his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.”

The right attitudes are necessary for unity in a local
congregation. All the talent in the world cannot make up for wrong
attitudes that we may have. Prov. 23:7, “For as he thinketh in his
heart, so is he: ...”

With the right attitudes, our efforts in service to the Lord are
enhanced and live up to their full potential.

Attitude defined: A state of mind or a feeling, disposition.

In other words, One’s perception of something.

Religiously we can have an attitude that brings blessings from
God, or one that brings disfavor from Him.

Let’s notice some of the attitudes we need to have toward God.

We must be sure to maintain the proper attitudes in this life if we
expect to receive His blessings. One of the things in this life is a
close fellowship with God.

Fellowship is a basic human need. Without it people suffer.
Without it, additional problems are created. Some people don’t do
well when they are left alone in the world.

Personal hygiene is left undone

Loneliness and depression often set in.

A friend of mine committed suicide after his only living relative
(brother) had passed away. He became very despondent and lonely,
so he decided to take his own life.
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Life is so much more enjoyable when shared with those whom we
love.

A London newspaper offered a cash prize for the best answer to
the question, “Which is the shortest way to London?” The answer
which won the prize was, “The shortest way to London is good

company.”

All travelers know how true that answer is. Good company
shortens any journey, no matter however long.

In such company time flies, miles slip by rapidly, and the end is
reached almost before one is aware of it.

The journey to heaven is very much shortened; the road is made
easier, when Jesus Christ is our traveling companion.

The greatest fellowship in the world is man’s fellowship with
God; but, to many people, this relationship has been severed
because of their sin.

Isaiah 59:1-2, “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your
iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins
have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”

Everyone needs this fellowship restored. Rom. 3:23, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;,” Rom. 6:23, “For the
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”

If this relationship is left standing in this condition, the end
result is eternity in a land of torment.

A deep fellowship with God is necessary to attain eternal life.

With whom do we fellowship?

In this tract we want to study some facts about a deep fellowship
with the living God.

Fellowship with the Father.

1 John 1:3, “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

God is our Creator, Defender, Father, Helper, Protector,
Strength, and Teacher. There isn’t any one of these attributes that
we dare be without. We must be worthy of such friendship, or we
will find ourselves in just such a state.
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Rev. 3:4, “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they
are worthy.”

A few in Sardis were worthy to experience the deep relationship
of God. Why? Because they kept their garments white — they did
not live a life of sin.

Fellowship with the Son.

* 1 Cor. 1:9, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

* Matt. 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

* John 12:26, “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and
where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve
me, him will my Father honour.”

e John 15:15, “Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known
unto you.”

Jesus lived a perfect life without sin as an example for us; He
died a cruel death on the cross for our sins; He purchased our
bodies with His blood; He established a church wherein brethren
can come together and remember His sacrifice and to strengthen
one another; and He is now building an eternal home for His
beloved friends. On the Day of Judgment He will intercede of behalf
of the faithful. We have no greater friend than Jesus. Can we afford
to do without His friendship?

What is a deep fellowship with God?
What it is not.

It is not a casual acquaintance — Many people claim to “know
God”, but they fail to show that such an acquaintance exists in their
lives.

On such a basis I could claim to have known T. A. Wilson, past
chairman of The Boeing Company, and now deceased; and Albert
Rossellini, past governor of the State of Washington; both which
whom I once had a conversation. A deep relationship requires daily
interaction.

A deep fellowship with God is not one based on your conditions.
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When I worked at the Wind Tunnel tears ago, I had a good
relationship with my boss, Jeff. We were friends, but he had the
authority. I respected it and didn’t challenge it. When he gave me a
directive, I followed it according to however he wanted it done, not
the way I thought it should be done. Whenever Jeff was gone,
sometimes he put Mark in charge and sometimes he put me in
charge. Whichever of us was not given the responsibility of
authority did according to what we were asked to do. What do you
think would have been the outcome if I told Jeff (or Mark if he was in
charge), “I'm not going to do that!”? I would find myself hurting our
relationship, being reprimanded, and possibly dismissed because
of my attitude of making light of their authority.

Many people today do not understand they are hurting their
relationship with God and undermining His authority when they
reject His directives. They do this when they make such statements
as, “I don’t think baptism is important”, or “Any church will do”, or
they “entertain” instead of preaching God’s word.

Rom. 1:16-17, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by
faith.”

A deep fellowship with God is more than an emergency
relationship (like a first aid station). With some people it takes a
life-threatening situation before they think of God.

What a deep fellowship with God is.

Total commitment. Matt. 16:24, “Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me.”

Cross-bearing is not enduring such things as poverty, sickness,
bad weather, or any other of life’s discomforts, but it is the
acceptance of the burdens of life for the sake of the will of God.
While it is true the Christian denies himself of the many pleasures
of this life, the taking up of the cross refers to the enduring of the
scorn and abuse of others when standing up for God in our lives.

A deep fellowship with God is one that is based upon
HIS conditions.

John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

People like to hear John 15:16 and tell others of its words. John
15:16, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
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you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he
may give it you.”

They emphasize “whatsoever” we ask we will receive, but they
ignore another “whatsoever” just two verses preceding this one:

John 15:14, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you.”

God’s love is conditional. He is the one who placed the “if’ word
in our relationship. Unless we are truly His friend our petitions will
not be granted.

I heard a radio evangelist one time claim that Christ never made
His love conditional. He simply does not know what he is talking
about.

e John 15:14, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you.”

e John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

A deep fellowship with God stems from love.

1 John 4:19, “We love him, because he first loved us.”

Jesus has displayed His love to us by giving His life on the cross.
John 15:13, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.”

His friends also give their love back to Him. Eph. 6:24, “Grace be
with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity...”

That love must be a true love — one that does not fade when we
feel that Jesus is not needed; a love that is constant in our good
times as well as our bad. When we show Him that we love Him, He
will dwell within us. 1 John 4:16, “And we have known and believed
the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.”

Antithesis (opposite): If you refuse to dwell in God, don’t expect
Him to dwell in you, because He won't.

How some are committed.

Some are committed half-heartedly.

Like Lot’s wife. She yielded to a temptation to look back to her
friends and relatives who remained behind when God destroyed the
cities of Sodom, after God said not to look back. Luke 17:31-32, “In
that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the
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house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the
field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot’s wife.”

When we take on God’s service in our lives, we should not look
desiringly back on our former lives. Our focus when we become a
Christian is to be on Jesus Christ and our service to Him.

2 Pet. 2:20-22, “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is
worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them
not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
But itis happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is
turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her
wallowing in the mire.”

Let’s not serve Him half-heartedly.

Some are committed reluctantly.

Many people are reluctant in their service to God. They are
overcome by the cares of this life.

Luke 8:11-14, “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil,
and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe
and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while
believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell
among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring
no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring
forth fruit with patience.”

When we let the cares of this life take precedence in our lives, our
love for Jesus will not be strong enough to sustain us. If we place
Him first in our lives, He will take care of our needs.

This includes our jobs, schools, sports activities, etc. that we let
interfere with our relationship with Him.

Some are committed with excuses.

Some people make excuses. Luke 14:16-24, “Then said he unto
him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: And sent
his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for
all things are now ready. And they all with one consent began to
make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground,
and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. And
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another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I
pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have married a wife,
and therefore I cannot come. So that servant came, and shewed his
lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to
his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and
bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.
And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and
yet there is room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled. For I say unto you, That none of those men which were
bidden shall taste of my supper.”

Fellowship with God requires total commitment, not one that
looks for excuses.

How does a deep fellowship with God begin?

At the realization of sin. We need to realize that when we sin our
fellowship with God is severed. When we understand that this
situation has happened, we need to repent and obey the gospel.

When we escape the corruption of the world, we can be partakers
of God’s love and promises.

Some think that their sins have been too great for them to ever
think about being a Christian. Paul is an example of one who had a
dark past, but changed. Peter denied Christ, but repented.
Remember, everyone has sinned. You are not alone.

2 Pet. 1:4, “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust”

However, sin must be dead in our lives to enjoy a deep fellowship
with God. Rom. 6:1-6, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in
sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him,
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin.”

If we reject sin in our lives and accept the companionship of
Jesus, our lives will be much richer for it.
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Among the Dutch the rose was sometimes cultivated by planting
an inferior rose close to a rose of superior quality. The rose of
inferior quality was carefully watched, and its anthers were
removed so as to avoid self-pollination; the object being that it
should be pollinated by the superior rose.

This the way our life should be with that of Jesus. If our lives are
pollinated, as it were, by His righteousness into our hearts, then it
will lose its own inferior quality, and be transformed into the
superior quality of Christ.

Our lives must be maintained by a faithful walk. 1 John 1:6-7, “If
we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we
lie, and do not the truth: Butif we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

What are the results of a deep fellowship with
God?

Fellowship. With God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. (see 1 John
1:6-7 above). We also have fellowship one with another. (see 1 John
1:6-7 above.)

The results of a deep fellowship with God are manifested in our
life and actions. We show love, patience, happiness, peace, joy, etc.
in our lives.

We also have a deep fellowship with the gospel. Phil. 1:3-5, “I
thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every
prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, For your
fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;”

When we truly love God, our desire is also to dwell on the words
He has given to us.

I once read the following about a young lady and her reading
habits:

A young lady once laid down a book which she had just finished,
with a remark that it was the dullest story she had ever read.

In the course of time, she became engaged to a young man; and
one night she said to him, “I have a book in my library whose
author’s name, and even initials, are precisely the same as yours.
Isn’t that a strange coincidence?”

“I don’t think so,” he replied.

“Why not?”, she said.

“For the simple reason, that [ wrote the book.”
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That night, the young lady sat up until 2 o’clock in the morning
reading the book again. And this time it seemed the most
interesting book she had ever read.

The once dull book was now fascinating because she knew and
loved the author.

So, a child of God finds the Bible interesting because he knows
and loves the Author!

If we think the Bible is dull, it is time to re-evaluate our attitude
and relationship with God.

Conclusion.

How about you? What is your attitude towards God? Are you in
fellowship with Him?

How deep is that fellowship?

If there is something in your life that is causing a rift in that
fellowship with God, won’t you do something about it today?

Don'’t be like Felix, who told Paul, “Go thy way for this time; when
I'have a convenient season, I will call for thee.” There is no indication
that “convenient season” ever came for him.

The following are the steps necessary to have a deep
relationship with God; one must first be a Christian:

e Faith. Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was
in high school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my
same age told me he was an atheist. Since I had been
baptized, I took the opportunity to talk to him about the
scriptures. He told me that he could see that living the life of a
Christian was good, but he wasn’t sure if he believed there
was a God. But to be on the safe side, maybe he should go to
church, and when he dies and stands before God (if there is a
God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a Judgment), maybe
if God sees that he has gone to church and lived a good life
that God would send him to heaven (if there is a heaven), and
not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t work that
way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or you
cannot please Him.”

* ‘Repentance. Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 11:18, “... Then hath God also to the Gentiles
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granted repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you
heard a noise in the other room, and you think to yourself,
“There’s a burglar in my house!” So you reach for your cell
phone, and as quietly as you can, you call the police, tell
them there is a burglar in your house, and you give them
your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and capture the
thief. He yells, “I'm sorry; I'm sorry!” What is he sorry for? He
is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and
wants to change his life so that he would never steal again.
That is true repentance. It is a change of mind that brings
about a change of action. That is what we have to do before
we can become a Christian.

* Confession. Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” What do we
confess? That we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life,
or salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one
has already attained.

* Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and
salvation are attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill
all righteousness, “ButJohn forbad him, saying, I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus was
baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did
you see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized?
Jesus also said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We
are baptized because it fulfills His righteousness, not
because it is of our righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what
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did you say the reason of baptism is? “for the remission of
sins”. Why would anyone want to leave out the step that
removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be
baptized. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very
same thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead
to us. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6).
Baptism is God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in
our lives by baptism. We are free from our old sins only when
we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery
and sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not yet become a Christian, won't you consider
it today?
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