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Don’t Let Your Feelings
Get in the Way

2 Kings 5:1-14

Today’s mantras in doing what is right:

• Trust your heart.

• Follow your heart.

• Believe in yourself.

In other words, there is a belief that says there is no one absolute 
standard. Thus, what is “right” for one may be “wrong” for another.

Naturally, Christians who follow the scriptures know this is not
true.

In this lesson, we will look at the following:

• How feelings can get in the way of living according to the
truth.

• How our feelings can and should be guided by God’s absolute 
standard of truth.

Feelings can get in the way of truth

Every day, many calling themselves “Christians” live for the Lord 
based upon their “feelings.” “I feel…”; “I think…”; “I believe…”

These statements basically have one common thread:  they are
not lead by the word of God, but by their own thoughts (i.e.
“feelings”).

Naaman (highly respected captain in Syria) — a Gentile lead by
his feelings:

2 Kings 5:1-14, “Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of
Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by
him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty 
man in valour, but he was a leper.  And the Syrians had gone out by
companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a
little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.  And she said unto her
mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! 
for he would recover him of his leprosy.  And one went in, and told his
lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 
And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the
king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, 
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and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.  And he
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is
come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to
thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.  And it came to pass, 
when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes,
and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray
you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.  And it was so,
when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent 
his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a
prophet in Israel.  So Naaman came with his horses and with his
chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.  And Elisha sent
a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times,
and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.  But
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought,
He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the
LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the
leper.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all 
the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he
turned and went away in a rage.  And his servants came near, and
spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do
some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?  Then went he
down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little child, and he was clean.”

He found out he could be healed from his leprosy.

2 Kings 5:2-3, “And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and
had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and
she waited on Naaman’s wife.  And she said unto her mistress,
Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he
would recover him of his leprosy.”

He was told by Elisha (God’s truth mouthpiece) to wash in the
Jordan seven times. 2 Kings 5:10, “And Elisha sent a messenger
unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.”

Instead of trusting in Elisha (the prophet of God), he was lead
away with what he thought should happen.

2 Kings 5:11-12, “But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand,
and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over
the place, and recover the leper.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
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Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in
them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.”

When he fulfilled God’s will, however, he was cleansed (and
worshipped God).

2 Kings 5:15, “And he returned to the man of God, he and all his
company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now
I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, 
I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.”

Gehazi (Elisha’s servant) was also lead away with what he felt
was right.

2 Kings 5:15-27, “And he returned to the man of God, he and all
his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold,
now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.  But he said, As
the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he
urged him to take it; but he refused.  And Naaman said, Shall there
not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of
earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor
sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD.  In this thing the LORD
pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of
Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow
myself in the house of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house
of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this thing.  And he said
unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.  But
Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my
master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands
that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth, I will run after him,
and take somewhat of him.  So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And
when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the
chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well?  And he said, All is well. My
master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me
from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give
them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. 
And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him,
and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of
garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare
them before him.  And when he came to the tower, he took them from
their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go,
and they departed.  But he went in, and stood before his master. And
Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy
servant went no whither.  And he said unto him, Went not mine heart
with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is 
it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards,
and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and
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maidservants?  The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto
thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a
leper as white as snow.”

He was with Elisha when Naaman offered him a financial gift.

2 Kings 5:15-16, “And he returned to the man of God, he and all
his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold,
now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.  But he said, As
the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he
urged him to take it; but he refused.”

Yet, he thought/felt justified in going and asking for money from
Naaman.

2 Kings 5:20, “But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God,
said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not
receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth,
I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.”

The result: the leprosy of Naaman was transferred to him.

• 2 Kings 5:25-27, “But he went in, and stood before his master.
And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And
he said, Thy servant went no whither.  And he said unto him,
Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again
from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and
to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and
sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants?  The
leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto
thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as
white as snow.”

• 1 Tim. 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which
while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”

Today is no different for many Christians regarding God’s word.

Prov. 16:25, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.”

Baptism and salvation: I feel (I believe, I know, etc.) I am saved.

• Matt. 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”
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• Mark 16:15-16, “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.”

• Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

• Acts 8:36-38, “And as they went on their way, they came unto
a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what
doth hinder me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  And he
commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him.”

Many trust their “feelings” and thus believe they are saved. Yet,
many refuse to believe what the scriptures teach when they hear or
read it.

Homosexuality and immorality: I feel (I know, etc.) that
homosexuality is not sinful.

• Lev. 18:22, “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with
womankind: it is abomination.”

• Rom. 1:18-32, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness;  Because that which may be
known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto
them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse:  Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools,  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  Wherefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and
served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for
ever. Amen.  For this cause God gave them up unto vile
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affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature:  And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their 
error which was meet.  And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  Being filled
with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate,
deceit, malignity; whisperers,  Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents,  Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable,
unmerciful:  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them.”

• 1 Cor. 6:9, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind,”

Many feel that they were born homosexuals and that God would
not create someone a homosexual if such were sinful.

Yet, these (and others who approve of homosexuality) deny the
revelation of the scriptures.

Yet, many refuse to believe what the scriptures teach when they
hear or read it.

Letting truth guide our feelings

Truth is absolute, it does not budge.

Truth comes from God Himself.

• John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.”

• James 1:17, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”

Truth comes through the gospel.

• Col. 1:5, “For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven,
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;”
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• Eph. 1:13, “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise,”

Christians, under the authority of Christ, must uphold His
truths.

• Gal. 1:6-10, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him
that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 
Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ.  But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  As we said
before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  For
do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for
if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”

• 2 John 1:9-11, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed:  For he that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”

Our feelings, on the other hand, change.

Thus, unless we become hardened to the truth, we should give
thanks to God for our feelings. The feelings we have serve as our
barometer that is either in harmony or contrary to His truths.

If we do well, obeying the truth brings joy to our lives.

Acts 8:26-39, “And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from
Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.  And he arose and went: and,
behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under
Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her
treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship,  Was returning,
and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.  Then the Spirit said 
unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.  And Philip ran
thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said,
Understandest thou what thou readest?  And he said, How can I,
except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he
would come up and sit with him.  The place of the scripture which he
read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb 
dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  In his
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humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his
generation? for his life is taken from the earth.  And the eunuch
answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet
this? of himself, or of some other man?  Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  And
as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized 
him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he
went on his way rejoicing.”

If we do not do well, sin lies at the door.

Gen. 4:4-13, “And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his
flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and
to his offering:  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.  And the LORD
said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance
fallen?  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou
doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire,
and thou shalt rule over him.  And Cain talked with Abel his brother:
and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother, and slew him.  And the LORD said unto
Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my
brother’s keeper?  And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.  And now art thou
cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother’s blood from thy hand;  When thou tillest the ground, it shall
not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond 
shalt thou be in the earth.  And Cain said unto the LORD, My
punishment is greater than I can bear.”

But even if we sin, we can repent and rejoice again.

Luke 15:11-24, “And he said, A certain man had two sons:  And
the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of
goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.  And not
many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living.  And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that land; and he began to be in want.  And he went and
joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his
fields to feed swine.  And he would fain have filled his belly with the
husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.  And when
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he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s
have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise 
and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee,  And am no more worthy to be called
thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  And he arose, and
came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him.  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  
But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it 
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:  And bring
hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  For this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And
they began to be merry.”

Conclusion

Naaman learned from his mistake in trusting in his own feelings
while Gehazi paid the penalty for his.

We need to learn from these men that God’s truths should guide
us in the way we should go, and our “feelings” should be the result
of trusting in His truths.
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