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Does Every Person Have A Right
To His Own Belief?

Isaiah 1:10-20

Reasoning with God

Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
LORD: ...”

Phil. 2:12, “... work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling.”

Be careful not to combine passages indiscriminately.

e Matt. 27:5, “And he (Judas) ... departed, and went and
hanged himself.”

* Luke 10:37, “And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then
said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.”

e John 13:27, “... That thou doest, do quickly.”
We must study God’s word.

* 2 Tim. 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.”

* Matt. 7:21, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
my Father which is in heaven.”

* Eph. 5:17, “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding
what the will of the Lord is.”

* Rom. 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”

e 1 Thess. 2:13, “For this cause also thank we God without
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as itis in
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe.”

e Jude 1:3, “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto
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you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”

* Matt. 4:4, “... It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

* 2 Tim. 3:16-17, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”

e Deut. 12:32, “What thing soever I command you, observe to do
it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.”

* Rev. 22:18-19, “For I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”

Who should we please?

* John 8:29, “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not
left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.”

* 2 Cor. 10:18, “For not he that commendeth himself is
approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.”

Can we accept or believe anything?

Just the truth of God.

* 2 Thess. 2:12-13, “That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth:”

e John 8:32, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.”

* 1 Pet. 1:22, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:”
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Cain believed what he wanted to believe.

Gen. 4:3-5, “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.
And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the
fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his
offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.”

Heb. 11:4, “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead
yet speaketh.”

Rom. 10:17, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”

Acts 10:34, “... Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of
persons:.”

Uzza learned he needed to believe what God said.

1 Chron. 13:9-10, “And when they came unto the
threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the
ark; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his
hand to the ark: and there he died before God.”

Exo. 37:1-5, “And Bezaleel made the ark of shittim wood: two
cubits and a half was the length of it, and a cubit and a half the
breadth of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it: And he
overlaid it with pure gold within and without, and made a
crown of gold to it round about. And he cast for it four rings of
gold, to be set by the four corners of it; even two rings upon the
one side of it, and two rings upon the other side of it. And he
made staves of shittim wood (acacia tree), and overlaid them
with gold. And he put the staves into the rings by the sides of
the ark, to bear the ark.”

Deut. 10:8, “At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi,
to bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the
LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this
day.”

Nadab and Abihu
e Lev. 10:1-2, “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took

either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense
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thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he
commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD,
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.”

* Exo. 30:7-9, “And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense
every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn
incense upon it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he
shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the
LORD throughout your generations. Ye shall offer no strange
incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither
shall ye pour drink offering thereon.”

* Lev. 6:9-14, “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the
law of the burnt offering: It is the burnt offering, because of the
burning upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of
the altar shall be burning in it. And the priest shall put on his
linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon his
flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with
the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the
altar. And he shall put off his garments, and put on other
garments, and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto a
clean place. And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it
shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every
morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he
shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings. The fire shall
ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out. And this is
the law of the meat offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer it
before the LORD, before the altar.”

¢ Exo. 30:34-38, “And the LORD said unto Moses, Take unto
thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these
sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each shall there be a
like weight: And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection
after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and
holy: And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and put of it
before the testimony in the tabernacle of the congregation,
where [ will meet with thee: it shall be unto you most holy. And
as for the perfume which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to
yourselves according to the composition thereof: it shall be unto
thee holy for the LORD. Whosoever shall make like unto that, to
smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people.”
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Eliashib, the priest, thought it was okay to let Tobiah
use a room in the house of God for his personal use.

* Neh. 13:4-5, “And before this, Eliashib the priest, having the
oversight of the chamber of the house of our God, was allied
unto Tobiah: And he had prepared for him a great chamber,
where aforetime they laid the meat offerings, the frankincense,
and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and
the oil, which was commanded to be given to the Levites, and
the singers, and the porters; and the offerings of the priests.”

* Neh. 13:7-8, “And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the
evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in preparing him a chamber in
the courts of the house of God. And it grieved me sore:
therefore I cast forth all the household stuff to Tobiah out of the
chamber.”

e Neh. 13:9, “Then I commanded, and they cleansed the
chambers: and thither brought I again the vessels of the house
of God, with the meat offering and the frankincense.”

Naaman learned what he believed was wrong.

2 Kings 5:1-14, “Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of
Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by
him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty
man in valour, but he was a leper. And the Syrians had gone out by
companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a
little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto her
mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria!
for he would recover him of his leprosy. And one went in, and told his
lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.
And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the
king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver,
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is
come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to
thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. And it came to pass,
when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes,
and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray
you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. And it was so,
when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent
his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a
prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his horses and with his
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chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent
a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times,
and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He
will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the
LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the
leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all
the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he
turned and went away in a rage. And his servants came near, and
spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do
some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went he
down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little child, and he was clean.”

Paul learned what he believed was wrong.

* Acts 26:9-10, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which
thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut
up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests;
and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against
them.”

* Acts 23:1, “... Men and brethren, I have lived in all good
conscience before God until this day.”

* Acts 9:1-6, “And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high
priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they
were men or women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus:
and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who
art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And
he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”
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Christ has the right.

* Matt. 17:1-5, “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James,
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high
mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the
light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias
talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus,
Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear

ye him.”

* Matt. 28:18, “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”

* Heb. 5:9, “And being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him,”

Only one true gospel

* Eph. 4:1-6, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One
Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.”

* Gal. 1:8, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed.”

* 1 Tim. 1:3, “As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I
went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they
teach no other doctrine,”

e Titus 2:1, “But speak thou the things which become sound
doctrine?”
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Church built on a sound rock

* Matt. 7:22-27, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a
wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and. it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his
house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell: and great was the fall of it.”

* Prov. 16:25, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death.”

* 1Thess. 5:21, “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”

* Rom. 10:3, “For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness,
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”

e 2 John 1:9-11, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”

* Isaiah 28:17, “Judgment also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away
the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding
place.”

Conclusion

Is anything we believe acceptable to God? What does the Bible
say as to how we are to become a Christian? The following is what
God says in His Bible:

e Faith. Heb. 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” When I was
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in high school (I was about 17 years old), a neighbor boy my
same age told me he was an atheist. Since I had been
baptized, I took the opportunity to talk to him about the
scriptures. He told me that he could see that living the life of a
Christian was good, but he wasn’t sure if he believed there
was a God. But to be on the safe side, maybe he should go to
church, and when he dies and stands before God (if there is a
God) on the day of Judgment (if there is a Judgment), maybe
if God sees that he has gone to church and lived a good life
that God would send him to heaven (if there is a heaven), and
not to hell (if there is a hell). I told him, “It doesn’t work that
way. You have to believe in Him with all your heart or you
cannot please Him.”

* ‘Repentance. Acts 2:38, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” Acts 11:18, “... Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life.” If while you were sleeping, you
heard a noise in the other room, and you think to yourself,
“There’s a burglar in my house!” So you reach for your cell
phone, and as quietly as you can, you call the police, tell
them there is a burglar in your house, and you give them
your address. Soon, you heard them arrive and capture the
thief. He yells, “I'm sorry; I'm sorry!” What is he sorry for? He
is sorry that he got caught; not that he stole. In true
repentance the thief would be sorry that he ever stole and
wants to change his life so that he would never steal again.
That is true repentance. It is a change of mind that brings
about a change of action. That is what we have to do before
we can become a Christian.

* Confession. Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” What do we
confess? That we believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Note that in the above scriptures that faith (believing),
repentance, and confession are “UNTO” righteousness, life,
or salvation. “Unto” means toward something; not that one
has already attained.

* Baptism. It is baptism where righteousness, life, and
salvation are attained. Jesus, himself, was baptized to fulfill
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all righteousness, “ButJohn forbad him, saying, I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3:14-17). Jesus was
baptized because God said it was the right thing to do. Did
you see how pleased God was about Jesus being baptized?
Jesus also said “it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” We
are baptized because it fulfills His righteousness, not
because it is of our righteousness.

In fact, if we are not baptized, we are still in our sins. “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Peter, what
did you say the reason of baptism is? “for the remission of
sins”. Why would anyone want to leave out the step that
removes our sins?

Jesus commanded that to reach salvation we must be
baptized. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16).

Ananias told Saul (before he was rename Paul) the very
same thing, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Baptism is a requirement given by God.

Baptism is called a burial. “Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4). Our old man is to be dead
to us. “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Rom. 6:3-6).
Baptism is God’s blueprint for applying the blood of Christ in
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our lives by baptism. We are free from our old sins only when
we are baptized.

This doesn’t mean “sprinkling. The scripture above says
baptism is a burial. We don’t take a dead body to the cemetery
and sprinkle a little dirt over it; we bury the body.

If you have not yet become a member of Christ's church, won't
you consider it today?
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