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Celebration of Life for our Dad, Ellis Forsman, will be at Church of 
Christ in Lorenzo on Saturday, November 14th at 1pm. Reception and 

refreshments following at 404 W 11th St in Idalou.

Until we meet again, dear friend
 On Monday, October 12, 2026, 
Ellis Paul Forsman peacefully went home 
to be with his Lord and Savior, 
surrounded by his loving family.
 Ellis was born on May 2, 1942, to 
John and Maggie Forsman in Kitsap 
County, Washington. He grew up in a 
large family with seven brothers and two 
sisters, surrounded by the love and bonds 
of family that remained an important 
part of his life.

 When he was 16 years old, Ellis 
met the love of his life, Lynell, at Yakima 
Church of Christ. Their love grew through 
the years, and after completing his degree 
in computer programming, they were 
married in the summer of 1963. 
Together, they built a life grounded in 
love, family, and faith. They made their 
home in Yakima, where they welcomed 
four children: Paul, Kelly, Lori, and 
Kevin.



 The family later moved to Seattle, 
where Ellis worked at the Boeing Wind 
Tunnel. In addition to his professional 
career, Ellis devoted himself to serving the 
Lord. For almost 30 years, he published 
the Christian Courier and established a 
church website, helping share the message 
of Christ with others. Through these 
efforts, he connected with Christians in 
Africa and Mexico, building relationships 
with fellow believers around the world.
 After retiring from Boeing, Ellis 
and Lynell moved to Texas. Ellis’s desire 
to serve the Lord continued, and several 
Christian brothers invited him to travel to 
Africa to share the Gospel. He made three 
trips to Africa, sharing his faith and 
helping spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ. The work he helped support 
continues today, carrying forward a legacy 
of faith and service. Above all, Ellis will 
be remembered for his love for the Lord.

 “I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is a laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.” - 2 Tim 4:7

Ellis is survived by
His loving wife, Lynell.

His children
Paul, Kelly, Matthew Shepherd, Lori, 

Eric Harper and Kevin

His Grandchildren
Leah, Jonathan, Rachel, Ashley, Austin, 

Brock, Sarah, Joshua, and Ayden

His Great grandchildren
MJ, Finley, Lulu, Warren, Wesley, 

Audra, Violet and Penelope
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Bro. Ellis in Kenya, Africa
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her brothers and sisters, singing 
together while others played the guitar. 
Those simple gatherings were filled 
with music, laughter, and love, creating 
memories that would be cherished for a 
lifetime. The closeness of her family 
and the joy of those moments remained 
an important part of who she was.
 Above all, Reba's heart was 
rooted in her love for her family and 
her faith. Her greatest wish was to see 
all of her children and grandchildren 
attending church and baptized. More 
than anything this world could offer, 
she wanted the generations she loved so 
dearly to know the Lord and walk in 
faith. It was a reflection of the love 
she carried for her family, not only for 
their lives here on earth, but for 
eternity.
 Reba leaves behind three sons, 
Bob Wilson and wife Della of Stilwell, 
Oklahoma, Gene Wilson and wife 
Debra of Stilwell, Oklahoma, and LD 
Wilson and Jennifer of Lincoln, 
Arkansas; five grandchildren, Bobby 
Wilson and wife Renee of Stilwell, 
Oklahoma, Jake Wilson of Stilwell, 
Oklahoma, Evan Wilson and wife 
Lilly of Lincoln, Arkansas, Lucas 
Wilson of Lincoln, Arkansas, and 
Desiree Grumbles and husband 
William of Mannford, Oklahoma; and 
fourteen great-grandchildren, each of 
whom brought tremendous joy and 
happiness to her life. She also leaves 
behind many other loved ones and 
friends who will forever cherish her 
memory.

 She was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband of 48 years, 
Darrell Wilson; her parents, Sylvester 
Scott and Zella Mae (Dooley) Brown; 
and her eleven siblings.
 Reba's life was a beautiful 
example of devotion, kindness, and 
unconditional love. She leaves behind 
more than memories; she leaves a 
legacy woven into the lives of her 
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. Though her place at the 
family table may now be empty, the 
love she shared, the songs she sang, 
and the lessons she taught will 
continue to live on in the hearts of 
those who were blessed to call her 
Mom, Nana, and GG.


