
I. Introducti()n:

Idols' in the Heart 

Ezek. 14:3-7 

A. Ezekiel 14:3-7, "Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put
• the stumblingblock of their iniquity b�fore their face: should I be enquired of at all

by them? Therefore speak unto them, and say unto tl?em, Thus saith the Lord GOD,·
Every ma!'l of the_ house of Israel that setteth up his idqls i,n his heart, and putteth the
stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the
LORD wilt'answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; That I
may take the.house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from
me thro'l!,gh their idols. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from
all your abominations. For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that
sojourneth in Israel, which separateth ,himself from me, and setteth up his idols in his
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a
prophet to enquire of him ·concerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself"

B. • Prov. 4:23, "Keep thy heart with all diligfnce; for out of it are the issues of life."
I •. 

C. Proverbs 23:7, "For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to
thee; but his heart is not with thee."

D. Romans 10: 10, "For with the heart man be/ieveth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession i� made unto salvation."

II. For niany, possessions become an idol. ·

A. Luke 12: 15, "And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a
man's life consisteth not in t�� abundance of the things whfch �e possesseth."

B. Mark 10: 17-23, "And.when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running,
and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit
eternal life? And Jesus said unto Jiim1 Why ca/lest thou me good? there is none good
but orze, that is, Qod Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do
not kill, Do. not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and
mother .. And h? answered and said _unto him, Master, all these have I observed from
my youth. Then Je$US beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou
lackest: go thy way, sell-whatsoever thou hast, and give to the po.or, and thou shalt
flave treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. And he was
sad at that saying, and went awaygrieved: for he had great possessions. And Jesus
looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have
riches enter into the kingdom of God!"

: 
. ' ( 

• C. 2 Cor. 6:10, "As sor,rowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, and yet possessing all things." 
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III. For many, popularity becomes an idol . .

A. John 12:42-43, "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the
synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God."

B. John 16: 1-4, "These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.
They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And these things will they do unto
you,·· because they have not known the Father, nor me. But these things have I told
you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And

• these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you."

C. Rom. 1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel ofChrist: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."

IV. For many, position becomes an idol.

A. Gal. 2: 11-13, "But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face,
because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came.from James, he did eat
with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself,
fearing them which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled
likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their
dissimulation."

B. 1 Cor. 10:12, " Wherefore let him that thinketh he·standeth take heed lest he fall."

C. John 12:42, "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the
synagogue:"

V. For many, recreation becomes· an 'idol.

A. This seems to be the new religion of many today.

B. Exo. 32: 1-6, "And when the people saw that Moses delayed io come down out of the
mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up,
make us gods, which shall go· before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought
us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And Aaron said
unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your
sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And all the people brake off
the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he
received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made
it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and
Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they
rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, a�d brought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play."
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C. Luke 15: 13,. "And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and
took his journey into a Jar country, and there 'wasted his substance with riotous
living."

VI. For many, their career becomes an idol.

A. Luke 14:16-19, "Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and
bade many: And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden,
Come; for all things are now ready. And they all with one consent began to make
excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go
and see it: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have bought jive yoke of
oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused."

B. Matt. 6:25-34, "Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life
more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can
add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say
unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith? Therefore
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:)
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof"

VII. For many, fitness becomes an idol.

A. 1 Tim. 4:7-8, "But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather
unto godliness. For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto
all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come."

B. Matt. 4:4, "But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

VIII. For many, desire becomes an idol.

A. Gal. 5:19-21, "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God."

B. 2 Tim. 4:3, "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;"
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C. 2 Tim. 4:10, "For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is
departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia."

IX. Conclusion:

A. Matt. 4: 10, "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." ;
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