SPIRITUAL FAMILY RULES
Text: 1CO 12:14 -27 For the body is not one member, but many.

15 If the foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, | am not of the
body; is it therefore not of the body?16 And if the ear shall say,
Because | am not the eye, | am not of the body; is it therefore not of
the body?17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing?
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him.

19 And if they were all one member, where were the body?20 But
now are they many members, yet but one body.21 And the eye
cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of thee: nor again the head
to the feet, | have no need of you.22 Nay, much more those members
of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less
honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.24 For our comely
parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together,
having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked.

25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it;
or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.27 Now
ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.




This description of God’s family is a beautiful description of the
perfect FAMILY. Every member of the family has a place and every
member is important and necessary, and Loved.

EPH 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him:18 The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

,[speaking of Christ]

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all things to the church,

23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

The day that we are born we become part of a family.
When we are baptized, we are born into a Spiritual family.

In our physical family there are rules designed to bring the family
closer together and to help the family to grow. It should not be a
“because | am the DAD situation”. The same is even more true in our
Spiritual Family. Let ’see if these “ FAMILY RULES” can apply to our
Spiritual Family as well.

. Help Each Other.



GAL 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

II. Be Thankful.

COL 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

IIl. Know You Are Loved.

1JO 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, [ part of a spiritual family]
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as
he is.3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,

even as he is pure.

IV. Pay With Hugs And Kisses.



ROM 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honour preferring one another;

1CO 16:19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla
salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their
house.20 All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an

holy kiss.

V. Try New Things.

ROM 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:6 Knowing this,
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.7 For he that is
dead is freed from sin.

JOH 13:33 Little children, yet a little while | am with you. Ye shall
seek me: and as | said unto the Jews, Whither | go, ye cannot come;
so now | say to you.

34 A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one
another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another.

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another.
VI. Be Happy.

PSA 128:1 Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh
in his ways.




2 For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be,
and it shall be well with thee.

PSA 146:5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope is in the LORD his God:

VII. Show Compassion.

1PE 3:8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should
inherit a blessing.

VIIl. Be Grateful.

171 1:12 And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me,
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;

13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious:
but | obtained mercy, because | did it ignorantly in unbelief.

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus.

15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am
chief.

2Tl 1:2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.



3 | thank God, whom | serve from my forefathers with pure
conscience, that without ceasing | have remembrance of thee in my
prayers night and day;4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful
of thy tears, that | may be filled with joy;

5 When | call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee,
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;
and | am persuaded that in thee also.

Paul was grateful for the people that the Lord had put in his life, his
Spiritual family.

PHM 1:4 | thank my God, making mention of thee always in my
prayers,5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward
the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;

IX. Dream Big.

ISA 64:4 For since the beginning of the world men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside
thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

1CO 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him. {His family}

X. Respect One Another.

PHI 2:1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and



mercies,2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind.

3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness
of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.4 Look not
every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of

others.
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
Xl.Laugh Out Loud.

PSA 89:15 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they
shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance.16 In thy name
shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be
exalted.

PSA 98:4 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a
loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.

PSA 100:1 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with
singing.

3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and
not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth
endureth to all generations.

Conclusion:



EPH 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in

righteousness and true holiness.25 Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one

of another.

Shouldn’t we do every thing we can to be born into and remain a
part of God’s family FOREVER?



