| THE FAMILY OF GOD. | o
Ephe3,15 For this cause I bow my knecs to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ,of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.

Isaih 9,6 Prophesying of the birth of Christ--He shalil be carlled wone
derful,counseller,the mighty God,the everlasting Father,the prince of
peace, : : TR _ ‘ B

Christ &s spokened of @sas the word,and he said that the word is the
seed of the kingdom,In Jn.l1,1 we are told "in the beginning was the word
the word was with God,the word was God.ldn.l,1That which was from the be=
ginning,which we have heard,(we-the apostles) which we have seen with
our eyes;which we have looked upon,and our hands have handled,of the word
of 1lifei" Jesus says I am the way,the truth,the life,--I am the door to
the sheepfold, ' '

God married to Israel,Jder,3,1l4 God pleads with Judah(who had turned to
worshigping idols)"turn O backsliding children;for I am married to you',
HIS PEOPLE UNDER THE NEW TESTAMENT TO BE MARRIED TO CHRIRT.Ro 7,4 Where#
fore my brethren,ye.have become dead to the law{of Moses] that ye should ®
be married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead,that we sk
should bring forth fruit unto God.This teaches us thet the Jews were mare
ried to God.The tie that bound them to God,when the Law of moses was give
en at mount Sinish,When God promised tham all the blessings of life for
keeping the ten commandment law.a marriage is an ageeement,a covenant bew
tween to parties,---Now when we become subject to Chrast,We are joined to
Him in on agreement-(the new covenant)in which He offers eternal life,
and we agree to keep His commandments -Blessed are they that keep His come
mandments; that they may have o right to the.trec of 1life and enter in to
the City,as wg read from imCor.é,%7 He that is Joined to the Lord is one
Spirit.Aleo Eph.5,30 We are members of his bodw,of His flesh,and of His -
boncs.Isas5h,5For thy moker is thy husbandithc Lord of hosts is. His name,
and thy redeemer,the holy onhe of Israel;the God of the whole earth shall

When we accept Christ,an engagerent (espousal) takes place as we rcad
from 2 Cor,11,1to 3 Paul writing-For I am jenlous over you with a Godly
Jealous¥y For I have espoused you to one Husband (Christ).--Rev.19,7 Re~
Joice and be glad,for the marriage ol the.lamb i8 come and His wife hath
made herself ready.And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in-
fine linen,clean and white:for the fine linen is the righteousness of the
saints.We are made free from sin ,cleansed as we read fromlph, 5,25 Husbane
love your wives,even as Christ also loved the church,and gave Himself for
it,That He might sanctify and cleanse it bywith the washing of water by -
the wordiThat He might present it to Himself a glorious churchjnot having
Spot,or wrinkle or any such thing;but that it should be holy and without
blemish.Let us now turn to Ac.22,16 Annenias was sent to Paul who had
been praying theee days,told Paul what God had called him for and then s=i
said "Now why tarriest thou?Arise ond be baptized and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord,We are cleansed of our sins when we: obey
the command given by Peter in Ac,.2,38 when those who had Crucified the
Son of God were convinced ,and cried to the Apostles,"lMen and brethren .
what shall we do?Peter told them to repent and be baptized for the remissé
sion of your sing .nd ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,Fulfill-
ing the command of Christ Mk416,16 Go ye therefore into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature,he that believeth and is baptized sha
shall be saved,John in Rev.21;2 saw the Church being established,by the
new tovenaht which is the mother of us allRead Gal.k,Rl«31-Verse26 But

Jerusalem which is above is the mother of us all,Rev,21,2 And I John,saw
the Holy city,the heavenly Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her Husband,- ' : ~

OUR NAME, the bride wsuaddy takes her husboand's name,Christ being the

'ggsband swe take Hisﬂagme a8 we gea% grom Aceo11,26 And they were called
Ghrdafians fivst at fhting, Aca 26,28 Paul leading his cause before Agri
paggho said "Almost thou pergu@degt me_ts'ge a-Chgistian.Then read l;I%e.pp
hzl Yet if any man suffer as a.Christian,let him not be ashamed;but let
him glor;fy God on this behalf, ~-THIS NEW NAME~WAE-PROPHESIED.IS.62,2 And
the Gentiles shall see thy righteousnéss,and all kings thy glory:and thou
'shalt be called by g new ame,which the mouth of the Lord shall name,~-
The Gospel Was onlyvpreacged,%puthe Jews. in the first nine chapters of the
gcts of t?e,apostles,after the commend wos given by Christ just before Heh
asgended, Ggye therefore into all the world and preach the gospel to evew
Iy creatureAc,10 The Gospel was first preached toythe Gentile,-~Acll,?27
the door of faith was opened to he Gentile.~-A¢?15,8 God bore them wite
2f§2,51V1ng them the Holy Ghhost the same ashe did to the Jew,And Peter -
gl in 8al0,34 Of a truth I perccive that God is no respecter of persoens,

Ut in every nation He that feareth God and worketh righteousness is acee
ﬁepted‘of‘Hlm.--The.Gentlles were to sce His righteousness and all kings
is glory,and then they should be oalled by that new name,Jas.2,7 Do they
not blaspheme that worthy name by ‘which we are‘éalled?nn(Christian)
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: o Prge 2 THE FAMILY OF GOD: S
Ephi3,15 The whole family in hcaven and earthiEph.2,19 Paul writing
to the church at Ephcsus,who were Gentiles before conversion¥Ye are no smeu
Foreigners and strangers,but fcllow citizens with the saints,and of the
Household (family)of GodiAnd arc built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets,Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone,In whom the
whole bullding fitly framed together,groweth unto o n-holy temple of the
Lord.2 Cor.6,16 And what agreerment hath the temple of God with idols?For
Ye arc the temple of the living Godjas God hath said;I will dwell in them
and walk in themjand I will be their God,and they- shall be ny people,
Another-~1 Tim,3,15 These things write:l unto thee-~that ye may know how
to behave thyself in the house of God ,which is the Church of the living
God,the ground and pillar of the truth, '
"CHILDREN IN GOD!S FAMILY. Gol.3,26 Ye are all the children of God
by faith that is-in Christ Jesus.Jn.l,12 He came to His own and His own
received Him not,But as meny cs reccived Him,gave He them power to becone
the sons of God,even to them who believe on His name.-~1 Jdn.3,1Be¢hold. what
manner of love the Father hath’ bestowed upon us,thet we should be called
“the sons of God,-~Ro.8,Llh For a8 many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God;l5 For ye have not the spirit of bondage again to
fegréBut ye have received the Spirit of adoption,whereby we cry Abba, Fath- |
Er, L i

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,that we are the
children’ of God;17 And if children,then-heirs,Joint heirs with Christ.

- HEIRS;=-Gol,%,291f ye then be¢ Christs,then are ye Abranams geed and
heirs accordins to the promisel-the promise,that .in.thee {Abraham)and thy
secd shall all familics of the earth be blessed,Genil?2,3. =-1 dn,2,25 And
this is the promise that He-hath promised us,even eternal life,and this
1ife is in His Son,-=~1 Jn.5,1lind this Life is in His Son.he that hath the
Son hath: life.And he thab hath not the Son,hath not life,-~Tit.1;2 In hope
of Eternal life,which God hath promised before the world begon,

Children by birth.Jdn.3,5-7Except o man be born of water and of the Spit
Spirit,he cannot enter intec the kingdom of God,--Lu,8,11 The word of God
is the seed of the Kingdor.And Peter informs us 1 Pejl,22-23 Seeing you km
have purified your souls-in obeying the truth,--through the Spirit-Verse 2 |
23Being born agoin.not of corruptible sced;but of incorruptible,by the
word of God,which liveth and nbideth forever,We hear the Gospel,we believe ‘
the Gospel,znd obey the gospel,Which according to Ro.16 16 is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believethjto the Jew first and
also to the Greek,For therein (the gospel~the word of God-the truth)is
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to foith,Tura to isCor.15-1 -
Moreover brethren I declare unto you the GOSPEL which I preached uhto you,
which also ye rcceived,by which also ye arc saves,if ye keep in memory
what I predched unto you unless yg;ho q;pelieved in vain,~-The gospel was
prcached to them,they receiveda i%éiﬁg

Were saved by it.--He then tells
them what the gospcl is verse 3 For I delivered ugto you first of all,
that which I also reccived,how that Christ died for our sins,according to
the scripturesiand thet He was buried,and that He rose again the third -
doy according to the scripturessind was scen of Cephas,then of the twelve,.
and others;--and when we do as. the @orinthians didjrealize that Christ
died for our sins,was buried,then rosc again,and repent of our sins,con-
fessing our faith in Christ,ond are baptizcd for the remission of our #ins
we obey that- fornm of doctrine and are made frec from our sins as is men-
tioned in Ro,5,17-1¢ which reforrs back to the 3dekth-5th verses of the
same chapter Know yc not,that so many of us as was baptized into Jesus Ehe
Christ,were baptized into His death?l thercfore we are buricd with Him by
baptism into death:that like as Christ was roised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father,even so we also should welk in newness of- life,5For
if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death,we shall be
also-in the likeness of His rcsureection.We go through o likeness of His
éath,burial and resueeection,corc up out of the water,Born of water and
the épirit~The word of God~the sced of the kingdomethe Gospel,.dn.6,63 Jesw
us tells us,"The words thot I spcok wnto you,they are Spirit and they are
1ife.And we mentioned thaot Peter said we are born again not of corruptiabi

ible seed,but of incorruptible,by the word of God which liveth and abideth
forever, We hear the Gospcl,which is the word of God,the word is the Spirs
it.obey that word,baptized for the remiswion of our sins,and are raised to
wolk o new life,o spiritucl birth,a spiritual life, ;

A_birth requires a begettol, : -

Jrs l;Ig_Of his own will begot He us with the word of truth,l Cor.k,15
Prul says Though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ,yet have ye mé
not many fothers:i:for in Christ Jesus I _hove begotten you through the gospe
pel; --He preachcd the gospel to them, chey heard and obeyed it,were begote-
ten of the gospel ,the word of Godg-The word of God beingfurnished by the
Spirit,and induced to be boptized for the remission of their sins,born of
water and the Spirit-Arose to walk & new life which is guided by %he word
of God=--Therefore let us lay aside the sins that so ensily beset us and
run with patience the racc that ig sct before us,-Thc Christian race,
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