n"CHRISTMAS"  BY JESSEf.JENKINS,

There ‘is not one shred of evidence in all the New Testament that even
hints that the followers of Cnrist are to. celebrate His birth date.
Further, there is nohistorical evidence that our Lgrﬁ‘s birthday was
celebvated during the apostolic or early post apoliosbic timesiSchaff-H
Herzog encyclopedia of of religious kaowledge,Vor 3 Do 47.)Therefore,
the foliowers of Christ cannot atkdwspt O celebrate the birthday of
Christ with the approval o God.dksay CANNOT ATTIMPT to cclelwpbe His
birthday because it is & phyailcal impossi
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reiily celebrate His birthdey,for His birthdate is not known,The Bible
dois mot roveal the date of fis birih.And bistorians freely admit thaet
there is no way of determining the date Many dates have buen sct,ond
one has as much possibility of beilng correct 2as another,The truth is
that very likely that nene cf the dates that have bodn set is correct,
Some of the dates that have been scbt are Jrnuary 2 Morch 28,April 19,
M~y 20 and Deccmber 25,.Surely if God had intended foy His peopie to
celebrate the birthday of Christ,ic would have informed ugas well as
reveal the date,"UAs late as 245 Origen,in his hemily on Leviticus,re-
pudiates as sinful the very idea of kceping the birthday of Christ as
tif He were a kingPharosh {"Britanmica,llth edition,vol 6.p.293.)

WHY WILL Mad TRY T DIRECT IS OWN STEPS?

Tt is shameful indeed that so many people today clajim to pay homage
to Christ on the occasion of His birth,which is unknown any way.and
fail to pay any attention to the first day of the wask upon which He
was resurrected and which is speciiiied in the New Testament as the day
for followers of Chirist to commeiwrate the death of Christ.Why cannot
people realize that man cannot direct his own steps (J=r,10,23) and
content to follow the teaching of Him who is able to direct Psa,37:23.

CRIGINATLLY A HEATHEN FESTIVAL.

Originally Dec.25 was the day for o heathen festival celebrating the
"new sun',or the beginning of the lengthening of days."In 1664 The En-
glish puritans forbade any merrwment or any religious services by act
of parliment,on the ground tnat it was a heathen festival,and ordered
it to be kept as a fast',(Brisannica,l.th edition,vol.6,Pe0L, It was
not until the fourteenth centuwry that the fastly apostaxing church be-
gan celebrating Dec.25 as the birth date of ChristiChafi-ilerzeg,Vol,3,
pph7-48,)" An omeriems: writlr of thecleventh century statos that the
Christmas festival,invented in Romeiby a Heretic,Artemecn, was first
celebrated in Constantinople in 373 ,*3chaff--Herzog,vol, 3,pk7.)
However after it was introduced "The cclebration of Christmas as a &spe
special Christmas festival spread rayidly from the middle of the fouré
rempse -th century onward in sympatny with the triumph of orthodox
christology.~--The pagan with its riot snd merry moking was so popular
that Christians were glad of an excuse to continuc its celebration vizk,
with little change in spirit or in ranner.Christians of Mesopotimas:
accused their wesbtern brethren of idolotry and sun worship for adopting
as christian this pagan festival.Yet the festival rapidly gained accept-
ance and became at least so firmly established,that even the protest-
ant¢ revolution of the sixteenth century was not able to dislodge it.
And Evangelical christians even of the more radical types,who reject-
ed or ignored nearly all of the ccclestical festivals,have never been
able to ignore iti"Schaff-Herzog,vol,3 p,48.2)

Refuse to line up.

Christmas,then,as a religious festival,was born in paganism,glori#
fied in Catholicism,and gullibly swallowed by Protestants,and some mem-
bvers of the Lord's church.It is high time that thcse who profess to"-
"speak where the Bible speaks and to be silent where the bible is sile
ent",ceasec to cbserve this religious and encourage others to 4o so0.As
ther is no authority in God's word for such a religious festivqgl,Those
who respect the authority of Heaven will refuse to"line up"in the sbse
observance of this Pagan-Catheolic holiday,

END CF JESSIE JENKINS ARTICLE,

LET US NOT NEGLECT --the cosembly on the first dayof the week to
break bread in remembrance of our Saviour's death which is authorized
by our Lord aand passed on to us by the Apostles of our Lord,

Ac.2,42 The first converts on the day of Pentecost,Continucd stead-
fastly in the aopostles doctrine and fellowship,and breaking ogr bread,
and in prayers,--ic,20,7 And upon the first day of the week,when the
disciples camc together ti Break bread ,Paul precched unto theme

Read ME.26-20,27,28,~-~Vark ik,28,23,2k,25.-~Lu.22,17,18,19,20,

1 Cor.11,23,24,25,20,27,28, The disciples werc cating the Jewssh pas-
sover at this time which was a memorial of their deliiverance from Egyp-
ian bondage-the feast cof the passcver.l Cor,10,16The cup of blessing
which we bless,is it not the communion of the blccd of Christ? The
Bread we break,is it not the communion of the boady of Christ?i7 For
we being many are cne body and one bread:for we are all partakers of

that one bread. J.H.Lackey Church of Christ.




