THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST,

The naturc of the Kingcdom of Chist was not uncerstood by the Jews
while Christ woam with them on earth,They expected an earthly king such
as ruled over them in the days of David and Solemon,which kingdom was
taken from them years before,for their disobecience,and worshpping of
idols.~=Anc many tocay also are looking for Christ to come and set up
His kingdom on earth,as the Jews of two thousand years api0. '

But in studying this kingcdom from the things spoken by the prop=-
hets,and their fulfillment mentioncd by Christ Himself anc the apostles
who were His witnesses of the %% the things which He taught and ¢id both
in Jerusalem and in the land of the Jews,we are #¢ convincec that the
Jews ané the people of tocday do not realize the nature of His Kingdom.

First we will notice séme of tho peculiarities of His Kingdom,
Jn,18,36 Jesus beiny tried before Pilatc,Verse 33 Pilate asked Him,Art
thou the King of tho Jews?36 My kingcom is not of this world,else would
my servants fight ,but now is My kingcom not from hence,Pilate therefore
said unto Himyhrt thou then & king?Jdesus answered,Thou sayest it,to this
end was I born,and for this purposc came T into the world,--iy Kingdom
is not of this world,Ro,1lk,17 For the Kingdom of God is not meat and
drink,butArighteousness,and peace and Joy in the Hely Ghost, Then again
in Li,17,20 -And when He was -cemandec of the Pharisces when the Kinscom
of Go¢ should come,He answerec themand said,The Kingdon of God cometh
not by observation:neither shall they say Lothere or Lo there,for the
Kinzdom of is within you. Cole3,15 inc¢ Let the Peace of God rule in your

heorts,l Tim,b;12 Fignt the zooc fisht of foith,Eph.6,12 Put on the whole

armour of Gocd,that we may be ablc o stond agoinst the wiles of the

devil,for we wrestle not arainst flesh andc blood,.but against princapal~

jties.ozainst powers,against the rulers of the darkness of this world,

againat spiritual wickecness in high places-So we understand that Saptan

is our enenmy,an’we are to prepare sursclves to withstand him as we read

in 1 Pé.5,89 Bc sober be vigilant,because your adversary,the devil as

a roaring Llion,walketh about scekin: whom he may devour,Whom resist N
é-
¢

steadfast in the faith.-Using the sworc of the 8pirit,which is the word
of Godgmentioned in Eph.6,12 t0 17,=-i Spiritual Kingdom,s Spiritual
King,God 1s = Spirit,and they that worship Him must worship im in Spir.
it and truth~-:nd it takes a Spiritucl birth to get into this Kingdom,
as Jesus spoke to Nicodemos,dne3,;5 Verily,verily I say unto thee,except
a man be born of water and the Spirit,he cannot enter into the Kingcom o
of Godi ' ; ;
The Kingdom in prophecys :
Gen,L9 Relates Joscph fore tellins the future of his twelve sons,came o,
Judah Verse 10,The scepter shall not cepart from Jucah. nor a lawgiver
from between his fect until Shiloh come,Da .2,44 Daniel fore tells of
the God of Heaven shall set up a kingcom that shall rever be destroyed;
anc in the 7th chapter verse 13 I saw in the night visions,and behold,
one like the Son of man ¢ame,with the clouds of heaven,and came to the
ancient of days,anc they brouzht Him ncer before Him; And there was ziven
Him dominion,and glory and & kingcom,that all people and nations anc lan
guages,shoulc serve Him:His cominion ig an everlasting dominion,which
shall notpass away,anc His kinscom that which shnll not be destroyed,
Isiah 7,14 Therefore the Lorc shall ;ive you a signjbehold,a virzin shall
conceive;and bear a som,ané shell call his name Immanuel, Isiah 9,6 For
anto us a child is bornm,unto us & Son is siven:ond the jovernment shall
be upon His shoulcers:anc His nome shall be called wonderful,counseller
The mizhty God,The everlasting Father,The Prince of Peace,These Prophe
esiecs spoken by Isaih were Fulfilled at the birth of Christ.Mt.Chapters
onec and two ilsc Lu.Cne ond two, Lu,l,33 4in¢ He shall rule over the
house of Jacob forcverjanc of His kingcom there shall be no end,The wisc
men came from the east and cnquirec Where is He that is Born King of
the Jews,: . .
. Mk,1,1k, recorcs the beginning of Christ's nministry,fow after that
after John{the Boptist) was put in Prison,Jesus came into Galilee,preae
ching the pospel of the Kinrcom of God,hnc seying, The time is fulfilled,
and the Kingdom of God is at hand,Lu.l ,16 The Low anc the Prophets were
until John,since that time the Kingcom of Go¢ is prerched and all men p#
press into 1t.Mt,3,1~2In thosc days come John the Baptist,preaching in
wilderness of Judea saying,Repent ye:for the Kingcom of hoaven is at hand
Anc Christ begaon teaching the things concerning the Kingdom,by the ¢if-
rffererent parables which He tawsht,nnd the disciples asked Hin Mk.@,BB
Why speakest thou to them in Porables?-He answered,Becausc i§ is given
to you to know the_mysteries of the kinscom,but unto them it 1s not given
Mt,3,1&2 In those Jnys- came John the baptist,preaching in the wild-
erncs® of Judea,ind saying Repent ye:for the Kingrcom of hcaven is at hanc
Christ also when Hoe begen His ministrylit.h,17 began to preach,and to say,
Repent for the kingcom of hoaven is at hand,Mt,10,5after He hac chosen ©
the twelve and nomec them apostles,Gommanded then to preach that the
Kingdom of heaven is at hand,Later chose seventy more with the same com
mand.Mk,.9,lind He said unto them,Verily I say unto you, There be some of ¢
them that stand here,which shnll no® sece death,till they have seen the
Kingcom of GocC. corme with power, Continued on page 2.
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Mt,16,28 Verily I say unto vou,There be some standing here ,which
shall not taste death,till they sec the Son of man coming in His kinga
dom,. Then just before He ascended,He appearcc umto His disciples ond

said,All power is-jiven unto me in heaven ond earth,Goye therefore and t
teach all notions,Baptizing them in the name of the Father,the Son,and
of the Holy Ghostiteaching them tc observe all things whntsoever I have
commanced you.--~Here we have the facts stated that the Kingdom is at h
hand,that there some here that shoil not fnste death till the Kingdom ce
comes with power,Then Christ mckes the statement that all power is given
Him both in hcaven and carth. low let us exorrine some evidence of the
{ingdom being in existence,

iCe2,36 Peter revealing to thc Jews that they had crucified the Son
of God-Therefore let all the house of Israel know nssurecly,that Gou
hath made that same Jesus,whom ye¢ crucified,both Lord and Christ.also
£C.5,30 The God of our fathers raiscd up Jesus when ye slew and hanged o
on a tree,Him hath Go¢ exalted with His right hand,to be a prince and
saviour,--i prince is in high rank of authority,--~The apostles preached
the things concerning the Kqngdom,.c,8,12 But when they believecd Phil-
ip preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God,and the name of
Jesus Christ,they were baptized both men and women.Paul in ic,13,8 ind
he went into the synagosue,and spake boldly for the space of three m
menths,disputing and persuading the things concorning the Kingcdom of
God,-=ic,17,7 Jason and others werc accused of-speaking against Coesar
"Saying there is another King,one Jesus,--3e.1,9 John specks of himself
as being in the Kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ--~0ol.k,11 Paul
mentions those who were fellow workcrs in the ,or unto the Kinglom of &
God,~~1 Tim,L17 Now unto the King cterncl,immortal,invisible,the only
wise God,be glory and honor,forever andever AlGH.w=L Tim.6,15 Paul
charged Timothy,That thou kcep this commandment without spot,unrcbuke: bl
able,until the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ,Who shall in His times
shall shew who is the blessed and only potentate,lKing of Kings ,and
Lord of Lords,--Re,17;1l4 Afte mentioning Christs encnics,These snall .
make war with the $4iit¢ Lamb,and the Lamb shall overcows them,for He
is Lord of Lords and King cf Kingz,.--PRe.19,16 Describing Christ. in bat-
tle with His enemies,He hath cn His vesture and on His thigh written,
King of Kings ané Lord of Lords,--L1 Ths.2,12 Faul ndmonisnes,Thab ye wl
walk worthy of God,who hath czlled you unto His Kingdom and slery. While
Colel,13 -~Giving thanks unte the Fataer--iho hatia dolivercd us from |
the power of darkness anc hath . transletcd us inte THE KINGDOM OF HIS
DEAR SON, Heb.12,28 Vherefore we roceiveins a Xingdom which cannot be
moved,Let us have grace whereby we may scive Him with rcverance and
Godly fear. : :

Jesus said to the opostles,Ye are they who have continued with me
in my temptations,and I appoint unto you a Kingdowm,as my Father- hath
appointed wnto me,that ye may eat at my ##h toble in my Kingdom,and sit
on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Isroel Lm.26-30.--Then again

Mt,1€,19 And I will give unto thec the keys of the Kingdom,and whatso-
ever thou shalit bincd on earth shall be bouad in Heaven and whatsoever th
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven-~-inc the apostles
revealed the things perteining to the kingdomythe way tc enter the Kingcd
dom,also the way to scrve God acceptably withreverance anc Godly fear.

HOW DOES .. PERSON BECO:E .. CILTIZEN OF THE KINGDOM?

We all know that a persen born of any who arc not citizens of tne
United States are requircd to do certain things to beceme a citizen of
this c¢ount>y.So it is with any one wishins to beccome a citizen of the
Kingdom of God.There arc ccriain requirements to be met,or complied with
Jn,3,5 Jesus said to Nicodemas,Verily,verily,I say unto thoe,cxcept a
man be born of woter and of 5ic Spirit,he cannot enter ieto the Kinge
dom of Bod,Becoming a citizen of the Kingcdom and a member of the Church,
are equal terms,that which will make us o member of one makes 2 member
of the other as thc two arethe¢ same,Therefore to be born of water and
the Spirit,is to come osut of the woter of Baptiasn in ‘

sience to the
Spirit,as Jfesus says,It is the Spirit thot Quickeneth,Thc words that I s
speak unto yod,they are Spiris and they are Life,.The Spirit is the word
and Jas,.1,18 Of His own will bggat He us with the worc of truth.and ‘
Paul tells the Corinthians thav He had begobvuen them throush the gospel,
Then Peter says we are horn again not of corruptible seed but of incor-
ruptible,by the worc of God which liveth and abideth forever,
Ehe apostles Preachec tie Gospel as they were commanded by Christ ik, 16,
15& 16,nnc the ones who heard,believed and repented anc was boptlzed wer
were saved,is those mentioned In &cts 2,38 who had asked the apostles
what they must do,Then Petor scid unto them,Kepent and be baptized every
one of vou in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,and ye
shall receive the gift of the Hely Ghost.-~then in versell Fhey that
gladly rcceived his word were baptizedl:onc the same Cay there was alCed
wnto them about three *thousand souls.Verse 47 inc the Lord added to the
Church daily such as shculd be saved--Why con't we be saved as they we
were?-By obeying the Gospel~By being boptizcd for the remission of sins,
By arising ond being baptized and wash away our sins,as per hc.22,16,
More could be saif-~  J,H.Lackek MJ/CZw/'




