THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST,
Do we need living apostles in the church today?

Those named apostles by Christ while He was here on earth,occupied a
special positiom that no one else could- £fi1l.Christ chose the twelve
from His disciples,as recorded im Mt,10,1 to 16-=Mk,3 ,1h==Lu,6,13.and
named them apostles,and commissioned them to preach that the Kingdom of
Heaven is at hand,Go not in the way of the Gentile,and into the house

of the Samaritan enter ye not,Special power was given them to heal the
sick,cleanse the Lepers,cast out lepers devils,raise the dead,freely ye
have received,{reely give,They were commanded to go only to the house o
of Isracl,.But three years loter,after he was crucified,and just before
He ascended,He commanded them to Go into all the world and prench the
gospel to every creature,Mk,16,15816-~ Mt,28,19, . )

not re%%eﬁ,we%% iI?Fpuctedrin things pertaining to the kingdom,which were

el Eh OTthCrS yo learn from Mk.k,34 With miny such percbles spake
He the word unto them,as they were able to hear it,And without a parable
spake He not unto them:and .when they were alone,He expounded all things
unto shem,His disciples.Iin Mt.13,10 The disciples came and salc unto
Him,Why speakcst thou unto them in parcbles?He answercea and said unto
them,becausc it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of Heaven,but wnto them it is not given,Lu.12,41 He spoke to them of the
importance of being rcady,and Peter stid unto Him,gﬁéakest thou this
parable unto us,or cven to all? They rcolized that He was revealing
things to them that others did not understond,They,when the time came,
revcaled them to others and to us,

Lu,22,28 Yo are they who have continucd with me in my temptation,
and I appoint unto you a kingdom,as my Father hath appointed unto me;
that ye may cat and drink at my table in wmy kingdom,and sit on throncs
judging the twelve tribes of Isracl, Mtel6,13 to 19 Hc asked the discip
les,Who do men say that I,the son of Men amtPeter said,Thou art the
Christ thc son of the living God.He snid to Peter,Flcsh and blood hath
not rcvenled this unto thec,but My Fother which is in hcaven,and I say
unto thee that thou art Peter,and upon this rock I will build my church
and the gotes of Hell shall not preveil agaimst it,Upon this rock,the
fact that He was the Christ the son of Gol.--incd I will give unto thee
the keys of the Kingcom of Heaven:and whatsoever thou shalt bind on e=r
earth shall be bound in Heaven,and whatsoever thou shalt loose onearth:
shall be loosed i Heaven,dn.20,21&22 After He hoc riscn from the deac,
He breathed on them and said,Reccive ye the Holy Ghost,whoscsoever sins
ye remit they are pemitted unto them,and whoscsocver sins y¢ retain they
are retained,ind then in Jn,14,26 He promiscd to send the Holy Ghost to
guicde them in carrying out these responsibilitics,and teach them oll
things,and bring to their remcmbrance the things He had taught them,
&Hf%&?%éf%?=Behs%é=%:5eﬁémthe=ppamise=ef=%he=?a%hep=apensyea
An¢ I will pray the Fatheryand He will secnc you anothcr Comforter that
He may abide with you forever,l7 cven the Spirlt of truth whom the world
cannot reccive,because it seeth Him not,neither knoweth Hime-Lue2h ,49
Behol¢ I send the promise of the Fathoer upon youjbut tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem until yc¢ arc encucd with power from on high,Then in
ic.l,versc 4 Just before He ascended,inC being assembled with them,He
commanced them that they should not Cepart from Jerusalem,but wait for
the promisc of the Father,which saith He ye have hearc of me,5 For John
trucly baptized you with watcer,but yc shall be boptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence.Verse 8 But ye shall receive power after the
Holy Ghost is come upon youjanc y¢ shall bo witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem,anc in all Judaca,anc in Samaria,anc unto the uttermost parts
of the earth, !

They waited, as Jesus comfianded themyand. fulfilled the prophesies in
ségecting onc to takc Jucas/place,who wis onc of the twelve,anc heflat
thias)was nurbered with the Apostles hc was to be one who had been with
them, going in and out beginning from the baptism of John,until the time
He was token up from us,must one be ordainct to be a witness with us of
His resurrection,ind he was numbcred with the cleven,and in the second
chapter of iAc.they were waiting as Jesus commanded themyand were with o
one accord in one placc on the Cay of Pentecost,when the Holy Ghost
came on them,Verse 2 And suddenly there came o sound from Heaven and
filled all the house where they were sitting 3 4nd there appeared unto
them cloven tongues os of firc,and it sot upon each of them.4inc they
were all Filled with the Holy Ghost anC begen to,spenk as the Spirit
gave them utterance,Peter begon to use the keys of the kingdom,To tell
the Jews that they hod fulfilled the purpose of GoC in Crucifying His
son for the sins of the world,They believed him and said Men and breth
ron what shall we co?Peter said unto them Ropent and be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ,every onc of you,for the remission of your sins,

Turn to page 2.




Page 2

& DO WE NEED APCSTLES IN THE CHURCH TODLY 48 IN THiE B,RLY DLYS

OF THE CHURCH? Aq2,41 Then they that gladly roceived his word were

baptizud,and there were adled unte them about throc thousand souls,.ind
verse 47,The Lord added to the church Caily such as shculd be savel,
ACCed them to the church,Delivered them from the powcr of darkness,onc
tronslatcd them into the kingdom of Gods dear Son,in whom we have recenp-
tion through His blood even tic forgiveness of sin,Co0l.1l,13&14 . Pcter
standing up with the eleven,usc. the kevs, {laid Cown the conditions for
the forgiveness of their sins) He spoke as the Holy Ghost gave himptter-
ance, fulfilling Jn,20,21 & 22 Whoscsoever sins yve remit they arc remit
tod unto them,anc whosoever sins ye rotain,they are retoined,

1 Cor 12,2é the opostles were the firsﬁrﬁﬁaceﬂ in the church,anc
Phe Lord accec to the church daily such as should be saved.Now turn to
Eph,2-Aftcr telling the Ephesinns the concition thoy were in before they
they were converted,Verse 2BHow thercfore ye who were sonmctines afar off
arc made nigh by the blood of ChrisgFor He 1s our pcoce,Verse 19 Now ye
are no more foreigners and strangers,but fcellow citlzens with the saints
anc of the Household of Gad,R0 And :sre built upen the founcation of the’
apostles anc¢. prophets,desus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone,

The things revealed by the apostles are of Gode

1 Cor.14,37 If any man think himself tc be a prophet or Spiritual,let
him acknowlcdge thot the things 1 write unto ¥you arc the commancments ©
of Gol.ilso Eph.3,2 If ye have heard of the cispensation of the Grace
of Gol,which is given to mo,to you ward,3idow that by revelaticn,He made
known to me the myster,(Which I wrote afore in few words )l whereby when
ye read,ye may understand my knowledge in the nysteries of Christ,which
in other ages wos not mode known te the sons of man,cs is ncw revealed
us by His holy apostles and prophets,Grlel, LiBut L certify to you breth-
ren,that the Gospe¥ which E=preseh waS prenched of me 1s not after mon
12 For T neither received it of man,,neither wos I tought it,but by rev-
elntion of Jesus Christ,--Paul wos nade an apestle ofter He wos convert-
ed,especinlly to the Gentiles.hc,9,Rkecords the Conversion of Scul,inna-
nins was sent to Paulwith this assuranceGo thy woy ,for he({Paul) is a ek
chosen vessel unto me,to bear my nane before the Gentiles,and kings,and
the children of Israel.? Cor,l,1Paul an apcstle by the will of God.nlso
Eph.l,l-~Col,1,1-~-1 Tim,1,1l--2 Tim,1,1l-,Then we reand what Peter says 2
2 Pe,3,1 This second epistle,beloved, I now write wnto yousin both(episs
tles) in which I stir up your winds by way of remembrance.,2 FThat ye may
be mindful of the shEmes wordg,which werc spoken before by the Holy pro-
phets and the commandments cofathe apnstles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

ilsc Jude 17 But ,pcloved,remcmber ye the words which werc spoken beforc
of the npostles of thc Lord Jesus Christ.Now let us take o look at the
PirSt Converts AC.2,ke nnd tncy continucd steadfastly in thc apcestles
doctrine,and %8 fellowship,and in breoking of bread,and in prayers,
ic.1l5 the eorly Christiaons realized the authority of the opostles
when they deeided to send up to Jerusclem ©o lecrn of the apostles
whether thoy should kcep the law of Moses and he circumciscd, Is not
ghe above references prove to us that the spostles were cndowced with
authority and power that no oné clsg 1d: claim? 2 Cor,3,6 But our sufl
ficiency is of God,Who hath mode usZable ministers of the new testoment.
ABLE MINISTERS#Guided them by the Holy Ghost,By revelotion of Jesus Chris
Do we necd any more revelation than the apestles have revealed?,
2 Peol,3 .ccording as His divine powcr hath given unto us 2ll things
that pertain to Life and Godliness,through & knowledge of Him that hoth
called us to Glory and virtue.< Tim,3,16 All sceripturc is given wass=
by inspiration of God,and is profiteble for doetrine,for reproof, for
correction,for‘instruction in rightcousness,that the man of God may be
perfect,throughly furnished unto all good works,Po we nccd more when
we have o1l things that pertain to every good'worK?ﬁnd 21} things thot
pertain te Life and Godlingss? We are forbidden to add te or take from
God's word, 22zm . Shr S egrms of wr difpratds gipn ) e~ 1 T - Mot Zn)-y IPIESE AE
The hpostles were made witnesses for Christ, ic.l,8 But ye shall
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you,and yeé shalllﬁL
witnesses sf=me unto mc ,both in Jerusalem,and-in all Judea,and in Sama
arin,and unto the uttermost parts of the ecarth.ic.l,21,22 Choosing ont
to takc Judas plaecc,Must onc be ordaincd to be & witness with us of

.

His resurrcction.iC.5,324nd we arc witnesses of these things,so is also
the Holy CGhost ,Whom God hath given to them that obey Him, There is not

o living person on carth tocay who can testify,or witness to the resurs
reetion of Christ,the miracles He performed nor the Prophcsies He ful#£dd
fillcd. God borc the apostles witness to the things they preachced with
signs,and wondcrs,and mighty cocds He,2,h,-1%,16,15-20,4nd Paul tells

us 2 Cor 12,12 Truely thc signs of an apostle were wrought among you

in all patience,in signs and wonders and mighty deeds, Can thosc who
claim to be apostles today,perforn the miracles that Paul and the other
apostles did? 7,
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