THE CART IN FRINT OF THE HORSE
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"THE CART IN FRONT OF THE HORSE'"IS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF HOW WE CAN
CHANGE THE ORDER OF THINGS,AND FAIL TO GET THE DESIRED RESULTS. |
THIS EXPRESSION IS COMMONLY USED TO DESCR!BE THE CONFUSED SITUATION -
THAT RESULTS,WHEN MEN MAKE THE MISTAKE OF REVERS!ING OR CHANGING THE
PROPER ORDER OF HAPPENINGS OR EVENTS. :
| IT APPEARS THAT SOME OF OUR BRETH-
REN IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST,NOW HAVE OLD DOBBIN SQUAREKY BEHIND THE
CART,AND ARE PUTTING OUT A LOT OF EFFORT TO MAKE THE CART GO,BUT WHERE

ARE THEY GOING? : \

THE NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES GIVES US. THE ACCOUNT OF
- CERTAIN EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE,DUREING THE LIFE OF OUR LORD,AND AS WE
SEE THOSE EVENTS UNFOLD IN THEIR PROPER ORDER; WE SEE THE WILL OD GOD
ACCOMPL ISHED BY HIS SONj;AND WE - SEE- CHRIST PERFORMING ALL OF HIS DUTY,
TO THE COMPLETE SATISFACTION OF THE FATHER IN HEAVEN.

NOW WE MAY KNOW ASSUREDLY THAT WHEN CHRIST GIVES US AN EXAMPLE TO FOL=-
LOWJ AND WE FOLLOW THAT EXAMPLE THAT THE FATHER WILL BE PLEASED,BUT

IF WE CHANGE THAT EXAMPLE TO PLEASE OURSELVES, THAT WE MAY NOT
" PLEASE GOD.

, ~ LET US TAKE THE EXAMPLE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER; NOW IN MATTH
26:26,27; MARK 14:22,23; LUKE 22:19,20;AND 1 GORs11:23~25;WE FIND THAT
THE DISCIPLES PARTOOK OF THE BREAD BEFORE THEY PARTOOK OF THE. CUP, SO
|F WE FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE SET FOR US,AND DO NOT CHANGE THE ORDER OF THE
EVENTS;AS REGCORDED,WE WILL DO LIKEWISE,AND PARTAKE OF THE BREAD FIRST,
AND THEN THE CUP. TO PARTAKE OF THE CUP FIRST WOULD BE TO PUT THE"CART
BEFORE THE HORSE'",AND | WOULD NOT WANT TO DO SO,BECAUSE GOD MIGHT.NOT
BE AS WELL PLEASED W|TH MY PLAN AS HE WAS W|TH THE ONE CHRIST USED,
REMEMBER IN JNOs6:38 JESUS SAID,"! CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN,NOT TO DO
MINE OWN WILL BUT TO DO THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENT ME". NOW I|F WE BE~
LIEVE THAT CHRIST DID DO WHAT GOD WANTED HIM TO DO; THEN WE SHOULD NOT
WANT TO CHANGE THE PLAN,AND DO OTHERWISE. NOW | HAVE NEVER MET A BROTHER
WHO WANTED TO REVERSE THE ORDER OF THE PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE
CuP,BECAUSE TO DO SO WOULD BE CHANGING THE EXAMPLE SET BY THE LORD,.
AND IF ANY BROTHER STARTED CONTENDING FOR THE IDEA OF TAKING THE CUP
FIRST AND THE BREAD LAST,!| DOUBT IF HE CGOULD GET ANYONE TO WORSHIP
WITH HIM ON THOSE CONDITIONSWE WOULD SAY;'"NO,BROTHER,YOU ARE PUTTING
THE CART BEFORE THE HORSE.YET MANY CONGREGAT!ONS,TODAY ARE MAKING A
MISTAKE THAT |8 JUST AS 0BVIOUS. THEY ARE CHANGING THE ORDER OF EVENTS,
AND AS A RESULT,THEY ARE NOT FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE SET BY CHRIST.
THEREFORE THEY ARE NO LONGER FOLLOWERS OF CGHRIST,BUT OF MEN,AS THE FOL~
LOWING WILL SHOW,.

FROM A STUDY NF WHAT TOOK PLACGE,AS RECORDED IN MATTH

26:26; MARK 14:22; LUKE 22:19;AND 1 CGOR.11:23,24;WE ARRIVE AT THE UN-
gégPUTABLE CONCLUSINN THAT THE ACTION TOCOK PLACE IN THE FOLLOWING OR-
e TAKING OF THE BREAD.

2+ THE THANKSGIVING.

3 THE BREAKING.

4 THE GIVING TN THE DISCIPLES.

5« THE EATING. . ,

NOW CHRIST HIMSELF SET FORTH THIS NRDER OF AGTION,AND |T PLEASED GODe
IF-WE FOLLOW THIS EXAMPLE, WE ARE SURE THAT WE HAVE "UR HORSE AND GART
PROPERLY HONKED UPs BUT WAITY HERE 1S A BRQOTHER WHD SAYS THAT IT SHOUKD
BE DONE ANNTHER WAYWLET US EXAMINE HIS PLAN CAREFULLY,AND.SEE WHAT HAS
HAPPENED TO THE LORD'S PLAN. THIS BRNTHER WANTS TO PERFORM THE SAME :
FIVE ACTS,BUT IN A DIFFERENT "RPERe HERE IS HIS PLAN;

1o THE TAKING "F THE BREAD,.
-2+ THE THANKSGIVING.
3 THE EATING.
4 THE GIVING T" THE DISCIPLES,
5 THE BREAKING. :
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HAW CGAME BROTHER? YOU STARTED OUT ALRIGHT ON THE FIRST TWO ACTS. WHY
DID YNU THEN CGHANGE,AND PUT YOUR CART IN FRONT OF THE HORSE?? COM-

"PARE THE TWZ PLANS. ARE YOU TRYING FOR UNITY,WHEN Y2U ASK YCQUR BRO=-
THER T~ GIVE UP THE LNRD'S PLAN,AND USE YCUR'S? LOTK AT THE RECORD o

WHY DA YOU CGANTEND FOR YOUR PLAN,AND DISFELLOWSHIP THE BRETHREN WAD FoL.
LAW THE "RDER SET FORT BY YHE LORD? DO YoU THINK THAT YCOU BAN MAKE

MORE PROGRESS WITH YNUR CART IN FRONT NF YOUR HORSE?

WE ALS” HAVE AN IDENTICAL SITUATION CONGERN ING THE CUP, LET US SEE HOW

THEY HAVE CHANGED THE ~RDER OF EVENTS IN THIS GASE. FROM THE BEFORE

MENTIANED AGCOUNT WE FIND THAT THE ACTICN PERTAINING TC THE CUP, TOCK

PLAGE [N THE FALL"WING "RDEF.

1THE TAKING "F THE CUP.

2, THE THANKSG!VING.

3 THE GIVING TC THE DISCIPLES. ,

. THE DIVIDING "F THE FRUIT °F THE VINE BY THE DISCIPLES.(LUKE 22:17;
MARK 14:239 . N°W OUR BRETHREN WHT USE THE INDIVIDUAL CUPS, CHANGE

THE ARDER NF EVENTS A8 FOLLOWS:

1. THE DIVIDING "F THE FRUIT OF THE VINE.(BY ONE OF THE DISCIPLES,OR

THE JANITCR) :

5., RHE THANKSGIVING. (WE ARE NNT QUITE SURE WHAT THEY OFFER THANKS FOR).

3, THE GIVING T THE DISCIPLES. '

. THE PRINKINGe(AGAIN WE ARE NOT SURE WHAT THEY ARE DRINKING"CF" )"

BUT WE HAVE ANCTHER WH~ SAYS,"WE DN NOT USE THOSE INDIVIDUAL CUPS, BE-

GCAUSE WE DON'T BELIEVE THAT |IT SHOULD BE DIVIDED,UNTIL AFTER THANKS-

GIVING, S7 WE OFFER THANKS FOR THE FRUIT "F THE VINE IN ONE VOLUME AND

THEN n?vnna IT INTC TWO 2R THREE CCONTAINERS AND THEN GIVE IT TO THE

CONGREGATION" o WELL BRCOTHER y~U STILL HAVE YPUR HCRSE BEHIND YOUR CART,

FAR JESUS SAID,"TIVIDE 1T AMONG Y~URSELVES" & AND HE GAVE (T TO THEM

BEFORE HE TOLD THEM TO DIVIDE 1T, AND HE TOLD ## THEM TO "TAKE IT",

BEFARE DIVIDING [Te MARK TELLS US HOW THIS DIVIDING WAS DONEL"THEY ALL

PRANK ~F IT"« NOT BY PPURING A PART OF IT INTO ANCTHER CONTAINER.

LANK AT THE RECORP BROTHER, WH™ I8 CAUSING THE GONFUSION AND DIVIS—
AN IN THE CHURCH, THE ~NE WH? FOLLOWS THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST,OR THE ONE
WHN CHANGES THE DIVINE "RTER?

BRNTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST,LET'S HITCH UP RIGHT AND GET GOINGe

IT MAY BE LATER THAN YZU THINK. LET US STOP TRYING TO MAKE THE CART
PULL THE HARSE. LET US ST?P EATING BEFCRE # THE BREAKING AND THE Giv=
(NG T THE T ISCIPLES,ANT LET US 8TOP GIVING TC THE D1SCIPLES,BEFORE
THE BREAKING. LET US ALL REALIZE THAT CHRIST'S BCDY WAS BROKEN FOR
US ANP NAT F~R HIMSELF. ( HE DIED FOR CUR SINS AND NOT FOR HIS CWN)e
TEF US NNT "IVIDE THE FRUIT NF THE VINE AT THE COMMUNITN TABLE, BUT
“IVIDE T AMONG "URSELVES.

"EaR EVEN HERE UNTD WERE YE CALLED: BECAUSE CHRIST ALSC SUFFERED FOR
US,LEAVING US AN EXAMPLE, THAT YE SHOULD FOLL™W HIS STEPS."

WRITTEN IN LOVE "F THE TRUTH AND THE BROTHERHNOD, AND THE ## HOPE OF
CAUSING SOMENNE TO SEE THE EXCELLENCY "F THE LORD'S WISDOMe

JeWeBED INGF ELD.
675 SAN LORENZO AVEeNeWe
ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEX|CCo.
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