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THE GOOD SHEPHERD**#****%%%*THIEVES AND ROBBERS
JOHN 10

Why would Jesus make these statements about hirelings,thieves,and rob-

bers? Why would he give these warnings? Let us search the scriptures and see.

The Lord is our good Shepherd,But he warns us there will be hirelings
who will pose as shepherds.

Have you .ever heard of such a thlng as hlred shepheérds in the Lord's
flock? The earth 1s full of hlrellngs.They are.the rule today,rather than the
exception,

Lett's clarify,first of all, just who are the’ prophets? Some people thlnk
thatprophets are just people who can foretell the future.B But this is not
the bible defination.0f course the prophet,in teaching God's word,will fore-
tell the future,where God's word has revealed it to us.But this isn't all he
does.Paul tells us in 1 Cor,14:3,"But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men
to edification,and exhortation,and comfort." So a. prophet is anyone wvho
speaks unto men to teach or comfort them,Paul also tells us how we’' can be
sure we are listening to the true prophets of the Lord.1 Cor.14:37,"If any
man think himself to be a prophet,or spiritual,let him acknowledge that the
things that T write unto yow are the commandments of th¢ Lord," Soany time a
preacher teaches something he cannot quote book,chapter,and verse for,he is’
neither a true prophet,nor even a spiritual man.We areznot to listen to him,
Paul gives us further imstrwctions on how we can be sure of the preacher,or -
teacher we heartActs 17:11,"These were more moble than those in Thessalonica,

in that they received the word with all readiness of mind,and searched the

.scriptures daily,whether those things were so." I want you to notice that
these peoople were moble because they were willing to hear these new things
about Christ that Pavl was prcaching to them.But they searched thé scriptu~

res daily,whether thosc things were so.We must do the same today,if we do
not want to be dececived.It is hoble to check up on every preacher or teacher
a}ll prophets you hear.And it is safe.

But someone asks,why are these false prophets allowed in the church?
Paul answers that question alsoj1 Cori11:19,"For therc must be also heresies
among you,that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.," So
it Is to prove whe are the noble ones.Who loves the word of truth more than

man's way., "That the approved may be made manifest among us."

But going on with our lesson:Th¢ Liord says the business of a.shepherd is
to feed the flock.Ezek,34:1-6 & 10,"And the word of the Lord came unto me
saying,son of man prophesy against the propheps of Israel,prophesy,and say
unto them,thus saith the Lord God unto the shepherds:woe unto the shepherds
of Israel that'deo fced themselvesj;should nét the shepherds feed the flock?
ye eat the fat,and ye clothe you with wool,ye kill them that are fed:but ye
fecd not the flock The discased have ye not strengthened,ncither have ye *
healed that which was siick,neither have yc bound up that which was broken,

neither have ye brought again that which was driven away,neithcr have ye
sought that which was lost;but with force and cruelty have ye ruled them,
And they were scittered becaus¢ there was no shepherd:and they became meat
to all the beasts of the ficld,and they were scattercd.My shecp wandered
through all the mountains,and upon cvery high hill:yea my flock was scatter—
ed upon all the face of the earth,and none did search or scek after them."
"Thus saith the-Lord Godjbechold,I am against the shepherdsjand I will requi=-
re my- flock at their. hand and cause them to cease from fceding the flock;
neither shall the shepherdS'feed themselves any more;for I will deliver ny :
flock from their mouth,that they may not be meat for them." So these hirelinge
failed in all the. dutles of a shepherd.And even caused the death of the
sheep they did feed:because instead of the word of God they fed them the
doctrines, commandments and Interpretations. of men.
th‘ln ‘the church today,do we look to to feed the flock? Jesus saia in
Mattho4:4,"It is written,man shall not live by bread alone,but by every word
that proceedeth out of the‘mouth of God." So the teachers and leaders of. the -
church are doing the work of shepherdsjare any of these today hirelings? Do
we have any elders,pastors,or preachers today,who feed the flock for a set .
salary? Then they are hirelimngs.And the Lord tells us that this type of shep-
herd is'not dependable.Jno.10:12-13;"But he that is a hiréling,and not the
shepherd,whose own the sheep are not,seeth the wolf coming,and léaveth the
sheep,and fleeth:and the wolf catcheth them,and scattereth them.The hireling
fleeth,because he is a hireling,and careth not far the sheep.#
We have another set od men today who are seeking to take over the job
of feeding the‘flock for hire,Our evangelists,We know that evangelists have
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the job,primarily,to carry the gospel to the lost and dying world.In doing
this he is to be fellowshipped,or helped financially and otherwise by the -
church.As Paul says in 2 Cor,.10:16,"To preach the gospel in the regions be-'
yond you---," And in Roms15:20+21,"Yea,s0 I have strived to preach the.gospel-
where Christ has not been mamed,lest I should build upon amother man's foun=
dation:but as it is written,to whom ‘he was not spoken of,they.shall sectand. .
they that have ngt -heard shall understand." This is the appointod sphere of . -
the evangelist,But where do we find them ,laboring today? Always~where there
are established congregations of believers.Or vhere there are at least two or
three believers and assured hire.Usually the amount must be satisfactory;be-
ffore they will even consider going to preach for these believers,These are
definately hirelings.They come under the head of prophets with a_special
mission:that of carrying the gospel ‘to the lost and dying world,But the hire
iis good.where there are established churchés.So we find the sad pilcture of
our cvangelists attempting te be shepherds.Hireling shepherds at that.

The peoplc of God had the same trouble back in old testament times,
Micah 3:11,"The hcads thereof judge for reward,and the priests thercof- tcach .
for hiré,and the prophets divine for maney:yct they lean:upon the Lord,and -
say,is not the Lord among us? None evil can come upom us," But as the Lord:
warned,the hirecling is not dependable,When they preach for money:they must

teach to. please the people who pay them, B ' )
:I58.,30:8=11,"Now,go,write it before them in a table,and note it in a
book,that it may be for the time to .came for ever and cver," So this is for-
us,alsos "That it may be for the time to come forover and ever:that this is . .
a rebellious childrem,childron that will not hear the word of the Lordiwhich -
say to the seers,scc notjand the prophets,prophcky not unto us right things,
speak unto us smooth things,prophesy deceits:get you out-of the way,turn
aside out of the path,causc the Holy One of Isracl to ccase fram before uss"
They wanted & doctrine preached that wéuld please the hearers that werc pay-
ing the hire,Not the plain word of God, . B
Jere.23: 1=2,"Woe unte the pastors that destroy and scatter the shecp of
the pasture,saith the Lord,Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel I am -
against the pastérs that feed my peopleiye have stattered the flock,and .
driven them away,amd have mot visited them,behold;I.will visit upon you the
evil of your doings,saith the Lord." verses 10~11,"For the land is full of
adulterersi" The land today is full of spiritual adulterérs:those who turn
to the doctrines;commandments and interpretations of men,instead of the pure
vard of God.Also fleshly adulterers:there are many living in the Lord!s.
church today,who are living in adulterous marriages.But to continue,"For be-
cause of swearimg the land mournethjthe pleasant places of the wilderness
are dried up,and their course is evil,their force is not right.For both pro-
phet’ and priest are praofane.Yea,in mine own house have I found their wicked-
ness, saith the Lord." A profanec person is one who is not spiritual;worldly.
And he says both the praphet and the priest are profane.This is also so today
verses 14~-17,"I have’seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem a _horrible thing
they commit adultery,and walk in lies:they strengthen also the hands .of the
evil doers,and nome return from his wickédness:they are all of them unto me
as_Sedom,and the inhabitants as_Gomorrah,Therefore thus saith the Lérd of
hosts concerning the prophotsj;behold,I will feed them with wormwood,and make
them drimlk the water of gell:for Irem the prophets'of Jerusalem is profame=
ness gone forth inte all the land,Thus saith the Lord of hosts,harken not un-
to the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you:they make you vainithey -
speak a vision of thelr own heart,and not out of the mouth of the Lord. They
say unto them that despise me,the Lord hath sgaid,ye shall have peacesand they
say_unto everyome that walketh after the .imagination of his own heart,nc evil .
shxkIxromaxxpuxyaryy_sball come upon you.'" What are. the horrible thingsthe -
Lord saw in the prophets of Jerusalem? Notice their prophets commit adultery,
and strengtben the hands. of evil doers.How many teachers and preachers do we
have in the. church today who have more than one living wife??? This is
adultery,The Lord. says to have this pérson as a prophet is a horrible thing.
Yot leaders in the church toleratc it.The other thing ghe Lord.found horrible

was the prophets who strengthened the hands.of evil doers,so that they did

not return from their evil,How do they do this? By-not condemning the.evil
they are commiting.Or if they do correct it at all,they do it so gently that
the evil doer does not realize he has been corrected.There is a doctrine
abroad in the church today,that you must not be hard 6n an evil doer,or you
might hurt his feelings.Thorefore he is not correctedjtherefore he docs not
return from his evil.,And the prophets in the church are responsible.They kzwm
have strengthcened his hands in this evil,
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Verses 20-22," The anger of the Lord shall not return,until he have ex=-
ecuted,and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart:in. the.latter
days ye shall comsider 1t perfectly.! Notice that this is ‘for the latter-. = ..

ddays;this is for us, "I_have hot sent these prophets,yet they ran:I have not
spoken to them,yet they prophesied.But if they had stood in my counsel,and ‘
had caused my people to hear my words,them they should have turned from their
evil way.,and from the evil of their doingé," verses 25-37,"I have heard whaf
the prophets said,that prophesy lies in my namé, saying,l have dreamed,Il have.
dreamed." The prophets today also prophesy lies in his mame,They say,times
have progressed.This is a new era,Times have ¢hanged,I am edicated,It is all
the same as the old prophets lying,and saying;I have dreamed,I lave dreamed,
"How long shall this be in the hearts of the prophets that prophesy lies? .
Yes,they. are prophets of deceit of their owmn hearts,which think to cause my
people té forget my name by thelr dreams which they tell every man to his '
neighbor,as their fathers have forgotten my name. for Baal.The prophet that:
hath a dream,let him tell a dreamjand he that hath my word,let him speak my
word faithfully.What is the cha¥f to the wheat? suith the LordeIs not ny
word like a fire? saith the Lordjand a- hammer that'breaketh the rock in
pieces? Therefore behold,I am against the prophets,saith the Lord,that steal -
ny words everyone from his meighbor." How can a prophet steal the words of
the Lord from his neighbor? By speaking man's words and interpretations in .
the name of the Lordjand by with holding the pure,sincere word of GodeThat -
way he can steal the words of the Lord fron the unlearnedjend those who do
not search the scripturés daily for thé truth of what they hear, "Beh6ld,I
am against the prophets,saith the Lord,that use their tongues and say,he’
ssaith,Behold I am against them that prophesy false dreams;saith the Lord,
and do tell them,and cause my people to err by their lies,and bynthelr
lightnessyyet I sent them'not,nor commamded them:therefore théy shall not
profit this people at all,saith’the Lord.And when this people,or the pro-
phet,or a priest,shall ask thee,saying,what is the burden of the Lord? Thou
shalt say unto them,what burdem? I will:even forsake you saith the Lord.As
for the prophet,or a priest,and this people,that shallsay,the burden of the
Lord,I will evem punish that mem and his house." Fo,to the true christian,
the word;and service of the Lord is his joyj;not a burden.What homor is it to: - -
the Lord,if you are obedient,and all the while complaining of the burden of
the Lord? "Thus shall ye say every man to his neighbor,and every man to his
brother,what hath the Lord answered? and what hath the Lord spoken? And the
burden of the Lord shall ye mention no more:for every man's word shall be
his burden;" yes in the end it will be the Wwords of mam you have followed
that will prove to be a heavy burden,indeed,Not the word of the Lord. "For
ye have’'perverted the words of the living God, Thus shalt thou say to the
praphet,what hath the Lord answered thee? and,what hath the Lord spoken?" if
the word of the Lord ism't perverted (changed) today,it mever has been.,but
the perverted word will only prove a burden to us in the end.We must ask,and
accept only,"What hath the Lord answered? and,what hath the Lord spoken?" .
So the Lord says:Jere,50:6,"My people hath been lost sheepstheir shep-
_herds have caused them to sbray,’ they have turned them away on the mountains:
they have gome from hill to hill,they have forgotten thelr resting place."
Yes the lost sheep,led astray,have. forgotten that their resting place is in
the word of God.And their shepherds have caused them to stray.They have fed
them déctrines,commandments and interpretations of men instead of the word
of God,until as it is recorded in Hosea L4:6,"My people’are destroyed for
lack of knowledge:because thou hast rejected knowledge,I alséd will reject
thee==--," ‘And the pastors and prophets arc to blame for thisg Jesus said in
Luke 11:52,"Woec unto you lawycrs,for ye have taken away the key of knowled=-
ge:yec entered not in yourselves,and them that were entering ye hindered."
Why did the people of God allow this to. happen? Why have they allowed
it to happen to them today? read Isa.56¢10~11,"His watchmen are blind:they
are all ignorant,they are all dumb dogs,they camnot bark:slecping,lying
down,loving to slumber." So: the watchmen he has placed on the walls of Zion.
to sound the warning of wolves and their false doctrines,have all become
blind and ignorant.They love to lie down and sleep,leaving the Lord's flock
tp their enemies.They camnot bark,because 1f they did it might hurt the
feelings of a’ wolf in sheop's clothing,and thus disturb the false poace.’
"Yeoa,they arc greedy dogs which can never have enough,and they are shepherds
that can mwwmexhsxw not understand:they lock to their own way,cveryometo his
own gain, from his own quarter," Hirelings,and others,looking first of all
for his owvn gain,from his own quarter.Locking for easejself-comfort;to look
good to: the world;and te avoid persecutions. ’
But there is a way out.As we read in the 10th chapter of john,Jesus
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Christ is the good shepherd of the sheep.The Lord comforted his péople in old
testament times with prophesies of thée good shepherd.Isa.40:10-11,"Behold the
Lord God will come with a strong hand,and his arm shall rule for him:behold
his reward is with him,and his work is before him,He shall feed his flock
like a shepherdshe shall gather his lambs with his arm,and carry them in his
bosom,and gently lead them that are with young." Also Bzek.sL:11-20 & 23 & 51
"For thus saith the Lord God;behold,I,even I,will both search my.sheep,and
seck thoem out.As a shopherd sccketh out his flock in the day that he is a-
mong his sheep that arc scattered;so will T seck out my sheep,and will de-
liver them out of all places where they have been scattercd in the cloudy
and dark day.And I will bring thom out from the people,and gather them from
the countrics,and will bring them to their ovm land,and fced them upon the
mountains of Israel by the tivers,and’'in all inhabitcd places of the coun-
try.I will feed them in & good pasture,and upon the high mountains of Isracl
shall their fold be:and there shall they lie im a good fold,and in a fat
pasture shall they feéd upon thc mountains of Isracl.I will feed my flock,
and will cause thom to lic dovm,saith the Lord God.I will scek that which
was lost,and bring again that which was driven away,and bind up that which
was broken,and will strengthen that which was sick:but I will destroy that
which is fat and strong:Il will fecd them with judgement. As for you,0 my
flock,thus saith the Lord God;bchold,I will judge betwoen cattle and cattle,
between rams and he goats.Scemcth it a small thing to you to have caten up
the good pasturc,but you must tread down with your feet the residuc of your
pasturces? and to have drunk of the decep waters,but you must foul the resi-
due with your feet? As for my flock,they cat that which you havetrodden’ dovm
with your feetj;and they drink that which you have fouled with your fect,
Therefore thus saith thce Lord God unto them;bchold,I,cvenI,will judge betw-
cen the fat cattlc and botweon the lcan cattle.=-~~~And I will sct up onec ‘
shepherd over them,even my scrvant Davidshe shkall b¢ their shepherd, ~~-And
ye the flock of my pasturc are mem,and I am your God,saith the Lord God,"
Deut,18:18-20,"I will raise up a prophet from among their brethren,
like unto thee,and I will put my words in his mouth:and he shall speak unto
them all that I shall command him.And it shall come to pass that whosoever
shall not harken unto my words which he shall speak in my name,l will re-
quire it of him.But the prophet,vwhich shall presume to speak a word in my
name,which I have not commanded him to speak, or shall speak in the name of
other gods,even that prophet shall die.," We know that this was a prophesy of
Christ,the good shepherd.2 Jno.10,says,"If there tomec any unto you and bring
not this doctrine,receive him not into your housegneither bid him godspeedV
The good shepherd says in Jno.6:63,"The words that I speak unto you,they are
spirit,and they are life." i i
Hebe13:20-21,"How the God of peacc,that brought again from the dead,
our Lord Jesus Christ,that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
his everlasting covenant,make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is pleasing in his sight,throughkx Jesus Christ;to
whom be glory forever amen.," If we are perfect in every good work doing his
will,that leaves out all the ideas of men, ‘

Heb.2:1=3,"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard,lest at any time we should let them slip,For if
the word spokem by angels was steadfast,and every transgression -and disobed-

ience received a just recompense of reward;how shall we escape,if we neg-
lect so great salvationjwhich at first began to be spoken by the Lord,and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard hin." It is easy to let things slip if
we dom't constantly remew our fiinds by the study of God's word,and meditate
on these things night and day. o '

Acts 20:26-32,"Paul tells all prophets how to keep themselves blameless:
"Wherefore I take you to record this day,that I am pure from the blood of
all mem,For I have not shunmed to declare unto you all the counsel of God.

Take heed therefore unto yourselves,and to all the flock,over the which the
Holy Ghost.hath made you overseers,to feed the church of God,which he hath
purchased with his owm blood,Fér I know,that after ny departing shall griev-
ious wolves enter in anong you,not sparing the flock.Also of your own selves
shall men arise,spcaking per¥erse things,to draw away disciples after then,
Therefore watch,and remember,that by the space of three ‘years I ¢teased not to
warn ev rycg%f of you might and day with tears.And now brethren,l commend
youmx togfthe ford of his grace,which is able to build you up,and to give
you an inheritamce among then that are sanctified." He had taught them all
the coumsel of Godjand warned them that wolves in sheep's clothing would
come in and try to deceive them.But he commended them to the word of God for
’ : : . .
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their ultinmate salvation.This would be listenimg to -the voice of the good
shepherd,not to the voice of strangers.We always hear the voice of the good. -
shepherd revealed im the word of God.,A voice that does not quote the word .of
God,is the voice of a stranger. : S e
We havé another warning and description of our times in 2 Tim,4:3-ff,
FFor the time will come when they will not endure sound- doctrine;but after
their owm lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,having itching ears;
and_shall be turned unto fables.!" This is listening to the voice of stranger- -

s.The good shepherd said his sheep will not do this, - »
2 Pet,2:1-3,"But there were false prophets also among the people,even
_as_there shall be false teachers among you,who privily shall bring in damn- -

prosRiumet —————— aep

heresies, evem denying the Lord that bought them,and shall bring upon then-
selves swift destructiom.And many shall follow their pernicious waysj;by rea-
som of whor the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.And through covetuousn~
ess shall they with feighned words make merchandise of you:"  So hirelings
as well as wolves will have a part in leading shcep astray.Thcse are the.
thieves and robbers the Lord warmed us of. ‘ ‘ o S
Paul assures us that there was no nore gospel to beAadded=tc‘the‘things_
he taught,Gal.1:6-12,"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:vhich is not another;
but there be some that trouble you,and would pervert the gospel of Christ,
But though we,or an angel from heaven,preach any other gospel unto you than .
that which we have preached unto you,let him be accursed.As we said before,
So_say we now again,if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that =
ye_have received,let him be accursed.For do I now persuade men,or God? or do
Iseek to please men? For if I yet pleased men,I should not be the servant of
Christ." I - ' - : - 5. 7w T
Rom.15:18,"For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which .
Christ hath mot wrought by me,to make the Gentiles obedient,by word and
deed.So following the wvoice of Paul,we follow the voice of thé good shep-

herd; for he spoke only’'those things God gave to him to give to us, s
Prov,19:27,"Cease,my son,to hear the instructions that causeth thee to
err from the words of knowledge." More warning about listening to the wvoice
of stramgers. . : . ~ ) : o : R
A’ scripture that desecribes a lot of zealous mis-guided prophets,today,
is Rom,10:2-3,"For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God,but not -
according to knowvledge.For they being ignorant of God's righteousness,and go-
ing about to establish their own righteousness,have not submitted thedsélves
unto the righteousness of God.". . - : O
‘But we are warned mot to be easlly carried away 'with every new .doctrine,
Ephel:13-15,"T111 wo come in the unity of the faith,and of the knowledge of'
the Son of God,unto a perfect man,unto the measure of the'stature of the
fullness of Christ:that we henceforth be no more children,tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every.wind of doctrine,by the slight of men,and cunn-
ing craftiness,whercby they lie in wait to deceive;but speaking the truth im
love,may grow up into him in all things,which 1§ the head,even Christ." Yes,
we must search the scriptures.daily,to find whether the things we hear are
80.0nly the truth as it is in Christ Jesus will save our souls. '
Col.2:6~10,"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk yeo in him:rooted and built up in him,and established in the faith,asyxx
ye have heen taught,and abounding therein with' thanksgiving.Be ware lest any
man spoil you through philosophy and vain‘deceit,after-theugggditioqmpf'men,'
after the rudiments of the world,and not after Christ.For in him dwelleth all -
the fullmess of the Godhead bodily,And ye are complete in him,which is the
head of all primeipality and power," - , ‘
Just a word here about another reason for the present day famine of
the knowledge of the word of God in the flock.Alsd a fault of thé shepherds;
who are the preachers and ‘teachers in the church.It is some of the ‘so-called
learned discourses you hear being preached to the people today;in hopes of
appealing to the cducated class.Delivering these sermons to untaught people,
is about like handing a toothless man tough meat and corn on the cob as a
diet,and wondering why he is undernourished.Actually these sermons full of oy
the words of man's wisdom;using the words man's wisdom teaches are about as¢wawwﬂﬁ?“4
chaff of the wheat,or corn husks,anyway.Paul condemns this type of preaching
in 1 Cor.14:9,"So likevisc ye,except ye utter with the tongue words casy to
be understood,how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into
the aib." Just spcaking into the air,words the people cannot understand,may
show how well cducated you are in the visdom of this world.But it dosen't
do anything for the listeners,in the way of edification.,
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But if we quote bible words,and use bible terms in our preaching,ve are
availing ourselves of the visdom of God which is higher than mant's wisdom,
even as the heavems are higher than the earth.Then our teaching will be sO
plain that a "ywayfaring mam,though a fool need not err therein.” I52.35:8.
Paul said im 1 Cor.1:17,20 & 24,"For Christ sent me not to baptize,but to
baptize,but to preach the gospelimot with the wisdom of words,lest the cross
of Christ should be made of none effoct,-~~Where is the wise? where is the
acribe? where is the disputer of this world?_hath not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world?-=~--But unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks
Christ the power of God,and the wisdom of God." S¢ 'in the gervice of God it
ie the words we learn of Christ that are wik wisdom.Because the wisdom of this
world is foclish im the sight of God. ‘

In fact It isn't the educated amd wise in this world that listen to,and
cbey the gospel,as & rule.And if one of them is humble enough to obey the
gospel,he will do it om hearing the plain simple gospel truth undecorated by
the wisdém of men.As Paul reminds us in 1 Corel:26,"For ye see’your calling
brethren,how not many wise men after the flesh,not many mighty,not many noble
are called." The same truth holds with us today.

Remember that it is by the wisdom of the world that people do not know
God in the first place.l Corsl1:21,"For after that in the wisdom of God the
world by wisdom knew not God,it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching
o sove them that believe," Not by foolish preachingibut by the foolishness
of preaching.But as soon as men start leaning to worldly wisdom in thedr
preaching,they leave the word of God (which ig wisdom) and his preaching be=-

comes foolish in the sight of God.

In Rome.1:21-22,Paul tells us of the results of trying to be wise in this
world!s wisdom rather than in the word of God, "Because that when they knew
God,they glorified him not as God,neither were thamkful;but became vain in
their imaginations,and their foolish heart vas darkened.Professing them -
¥xm selves to be wise,they became fools." ’

Jo.5e 5217, tells us,"But the Tsdom that is from above is first pure,
then peaceable,easz'tcﬁbe entreated, full of mercy,and good fruits,without par-

Tiality,ond without hypocricy," Motice that the wisdom from above is first
of all_pure and unmixed with the wisdom of men;then it is peaceable and 80
an,But wé are never’to sacrifice the purity of the word of Gad for the sake
of peace,popularity,or a big crovide ’ o ’

1 Core.2:12=13,"Now we have received,not the spirit of the warld,but the
spirit which is of God s that we mifgt know the things that are freely given to
us of God.Which things also _we speak,not in the words which man's wisdom
teacheth,but which the Holy Ghost teachothj comparing spiritual things with
spiritual,” So» brethren,we are to compare spiritual things with spiritual.
Tet us call bible things by bible names.Let us have bock, chapter,and verse
for everything we teach and do.Then we will abide in the wisdom of God which

comes from above;and is first of all purc and unmixed with the wisdom of
men of this world.Then the flock will be fed with the pure word of God.Then
they will grow in grace and in the kmowledge of the truth,and thrive as God
neant for us to do.And we will be of one mind in Christ,.

Thiz is not the populer wa .But the way of truth was not popular evem
when Chriist walked this. earth.At one time when Christ had preached a Sermon,
¥e have the statement:"From that time memy of his disciples woent back,and
walked with him no more’ Jno.6:66.The same thing happens to us today.If youw
preach against falschood,very often cértain brethren will walk no more with
youw.But it has ever becn so,Tuke 6326,tells us,''Wae unto you,when all men
speak well of you.For se did thelir fathers to the false praphets,” ‘

. They erwcified the great shepherd of the shecp,because he contended
vith the false teachers of the religlous world of his time.They are’no kinder
tadaysbut let us o live that:"When the chief shopherd shall appodar,we shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." 1 Pet.Sthe

Yours for the truth,the whole truth,and nothing but the truth,

Curtis C. McCluskey
1829 Laurcl Lant, :
west Sacramento, Calif.95691
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