~YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN'.

JOHY 5:7

, "There was a mam. of the *nansees, a rulor of. the Jew.
The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi,
we know that thou art a teacher, come fram God: for no ‘man
can do these miracles bb&t thou doest, except God be wzth
. him.u .

-Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily. verily, I say
" unto thee, u:c:c:ept a man be born agazn. he cannot See the
kingdom of God.* = -

“Nicodemus saith unto him. How can a man be born xhen '
he is 0ld? can he enter tae second tma into hzs mother'
- womb, and be bormi®
*Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ixce-
. pt a man ve born of water and of the Spirit, he camnot en-
:[ter into the kingdm of God.* (John 3:I-5).

Ag to Juat ‘how’ the pew birth takes plaea. or haw we
know when we have been.“born again®, -is perhaps one of
most controversial .subjects among the - feligious world, as-
some secem to think it cannot be understood. or ne:.ther can
it be explained. . ‘

. Certainly, Nicodemus did not understand J’esms ¢oncern-
ing the new birth, as .all the birth he knew about was the
natural, or fleghly birth, as those that were a member of
the Jewish ferily, was by a natural -birth. : :
That is some* things that we mist keep in mind. At the

“BEEN ESI‘ABLISHED, and the WAY had NOT been made known, as
. Jesus wsas speaking’ in prophesy, and if you and I didn't
know any more about:tihe new birth NOW, in this sge, than
Nicodemus did at that time, we also would not understand
. either.

There is not a: mn on the face of the earth that can
. take that passage alope, and prove how the new. birth tak-

. @3 place, or what water has to do in the pew: bu-th. neit-
-her what part.the Holy Spirit has to.ds, So in order to
.understand about the new birth, we . must take other seri-
ptures concerning the new birth; then we can arrive at a
Biblical comclusion.. 2o T o
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The Kingdom has now been established, (in Jerusalem about
A. D. 33) and the way into the kingdom has been completely
revealed. As the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, after
being baptized with the Kdly Spirit, as it was promised them
by the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts I:5; Jno. I6:7-13; Luke 244:49)

"And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began
to speak with other tongues, as th> Spirit geve them utter-
ance. (Acts 2:4). They began to tell people, for the first
time, of the death, burrial and ressurrection of Christ, which
are the facts of the gospel, and telling them the conditions
that: they must comply with in order that they may have their
sins forgiven, (Acts 2:38). Baptism in water is ome of the
conditions; NO, ndt water salvation; Christ’ is the 3avidur,
(Matt: I:2I). Baptism is a condition, or one ‘of the condit-
1°ﬁé‘ - =hid
'~ Te want to notice some of the blessings that are in the
Kingdom of Christ, ‘I. "All promises are in Christ"., (2 Cor.
I:20), . and to be in Christ, is ‘to“be in His body, which is
his church, (Col. I:I8). 2. All spiritual blessings are in
Christ. (Eph. I1:3) 3. Paul says, “If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature. (2 Cor. 5:I7). .4. And the'saved" are in.
Christ. (Col. I:I13~I4). Now we want to notice some parallel
statemerits which are egual to being born again.  Jesus says,
*Bxcept ye be converted, and becomme ag little children, ye
cannot enter into ghe kingdom of God.

‘Sb ‘then being converted, it follows that we enter the ki-
ngddm, therefore being canverted, is equal to being *"born
ag'ain." (Matt- 1833)0

Jesus says, "Not every one that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom &f heavens but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven'. 3o then, if we do the
will of the Father, we enter the kingdom, which also is equal
to being born again. :

Now then, since doing the will of the Father, is equal to
being born again; what then is his will? In Mark I6:I5-I6,
Jesus commanded his apostles to preach the gospel to all nat-
ions, he that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved, but
he that believegh not shall be damned.

We notice in John 3: 5. where Jesus speaking to Nicodemus,
saying, except ye be born of water and of the Spirit. ‘This
passage alone does not tell us just waht WATER has to do in
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the new birth, but in some way it does, neither does it
show just what part the Holy Spirit has to do in the New
“birth, but in some way it does. Then we must go to some (]
kindred passages in conmection with the new birth, that we 4
may learn what "water* and *Spiritv has to do with it.

We tnotice, the Spirit was to gmde the Apostles into
all truth. (Johp:. 16:13; Luke, 24:46-49; Acts I:4).

Jesus said in Luke 83;II that the word of God is the
*seed of the kingdom",  Hers Jesus campares the word of
-God with a seed. We know a.sged 4s the life-giving prin-
ciple to any plant life; so God's word is the principle
that is sown in good and honest hearts. it bx:ings forth
fruits. .

. In Ephesians 637, Psul spepks of the word of God being
“the sword of the Spirit. not ‘that the Spirit is gaing to.
use & sword, but simply furnished the word when :1¢-spole
through the Apostles, therefore- the aoldiez: is the one to
use the sword.

Paul says,*For I am not ashamed of the Goapel of Christ
for it is the power (Greek, Dunamis), of God unto sslvation,
to every one that believeth., Since the gospel of Christ
is the power that God uses to sause people to believe, .
then the gospel is the means by which we are begotten. .

Paul dsaclares in I Corinthians 4:15, *I have begotten
' you through the gospel.® The Apostle Paul had preached .
the gospel tp the people at Gorinth. and. by his preaching,
they were converted to Christ. Then we can see Paul is of
one who by means of preaching the. gogpel,,became the humsn
instrument in the impartation of.spirjtual life. -

Jemes says in Jemes; 118, "Of his own will bega$ he us
with the word of truth. In Ephesiang I:3 Paul, says, *In. S
wham ye- also. trusted, after:that ye heard: the word of . ,-.‘
truth, the gospel of your salvatiom, . *..

.- In I Peter I:22; *Seeing ye have purified; your s,ouls in
obeying the truth -through the Spirit unto. unfeigned love
of the brethren, see that.ye love snother. with a pure hea-
rt fervenily: (23 verse) Being born egein,” not of corrupt-
ible seed, but of -inecorruptible, by the ao:ra of GOd which
liveth and abideth forever. . =

With the soriptures that I have men’tionad certjainly
proves beyond a shadow - of'a dcubt , that the Spirit furn-

¢
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ishéQd’ tde word, which was spoken through the Apostles; cert--
ainiy is the way the Spirit works in the new birth. 8o o¥
hearing the gospel, taught by the inspired men, which has re-
vealed unto us the word, which causes us to have faith, is
the way the Holy Spirit wdrks in the new birth.

The Holy Spirit never did operate direct on the heart for
the purpose to conviect and convert a person, Even in the days
of Spirituel Gifts, when a person was there was always a
preacher which spoke the word to the person.

Example: Recorded in Ae¢ts 8th chapter, Philip and the Fun-
uch. Verse 26 says the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip,
saying, “Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that go-
eth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza which is desert.® There
he seen the Ethiopian Eunuch, and the 29th verse says, the
*3pirit said unto philip®, Will you ndtice the 3pirit spake
O the preacher, Fhilip, not %o ‘the Eunuch. The Eunuch was
the one who needed to be saved; the Bunuch was lost., If the
© 8pirit ever worked difdct, here would have been a good time
for it.

The example of Saul, (Who was later called Peul) Acts
9:5-6." Saul here speaking with Christ, Saul asked the. Lord
‘what will thou have me t0 do?* Christ did not tell Saul
what to do to be saved, but he said, "Arise, and go into the
eity,~andi it shall be told thee what thou must do." Ananias
told Saur what to do. Acts 22:I6, “And now why tarriest thou?
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling
on the name of -the Lord.*

On the day of Pentecost, after the Church had beeh esta-
blished, Peter preachdng the first gospel sermon in fact,
and for the first time the disciples, or Apostles began to
tell of Christ’s death, burr-ial and resurrection, which-
caused many to say, “What shall we do?" Peter answerxng and
said; “"Repent, and be baptised every one of-you- in the name
(or by the authority of Christ) Jesus Christ.for the remis-
sion of gins." (Acts 2:38) Yes people were- éonvicted by the
Holy 3pirit, but how? Simply by hearing- thé words of these
inspired preachers preaching the géspel of Ohrist.

Acts 2:4I, "Then they that gladly received Ris word were
baptized: and. the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls.?

People mjst be taught the word. Jesus says in John 6:l4-
45, *No men can come to me,.except the Father which hath
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Seat me, draw him: and I will raise him up at the last dayw,
Nove; God does the drawing. But how does he do 1it? .- Answe .
er. It is written in the prophets, "And they shall be all
taught of God. Every man therefore that hath hgard  ang
hath learred of the Father, ecometh unto me."

Peul says, in Romans Jo:I7, "So then fakth cometh by -
hearing, and hearing by the word of Gdd." Heb. II:6; ‘But
without faith 4t is impossible to pleasse him: for he that
cocmeth to God. must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.® :

3Cme will stop here and say, all you hava to do is bel-
ieve, or have faith, and will refer for proof to such pas-
sages of scripture as I John 5:1I, which says: "Whosocever
believeth that Jesus is the ChristIS born of God.* ' If this
proves that is all you havd to do, is just believe, then
you are born again, it would prove too much, Why? Answer,
It would prove ybu are born without Repentance, or confes-
sion, also baptism, or without. love. etc. What proves too
much proves noghing.

If believeth on -the Eord. br believeth that Iesus is the

YChris%. is all you have 't0-do %o be born, what about..I.John

4:7 which says” in’ thé last part of the verse, "and every-
one that loveth is born of God.* Then why not teach that
all-you would havé to do to be borm, just lovef?::

-Notica I-John 2:29, last part of the verse,-whieh says,
‘every one that doeth righteousness is born of God.* TWhat -
is righteouaness? Answer: David said, *My tongue shall. .
speak of ‘thy word: for ell thy commandments are righteous-
ness.® The Bible teaches that we are saved by t‘zat:n.thk_Q bnt
not by faith alone.

Heb. II:6, *But without faith it is impossxble to please
him: for he that cameth to God, must bdelieve that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek hims
Certainly our faith must be active. James 2:27, *But wiit
thou* know, O vain man, that faith without works is desd?

Paul says, *For in Christ Jesus neither eircumeision
availeth anything, nor Uncircumcisicn; but faith which
worketh by love.® (Gal. 5:6).

Example of a working faith, notice. After the people -
at Jerusalem, on the day of pentecost, when the Apostles'
had preached the gospel unto them, and being pricked 1n ‘
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their hearts, said, *men and brethren, what shall we do? then
Poter anawered and said unto them, "Repent* and bBe *Baptized®

for the remission of sins. (Aets 2:38). Then also versg 41
aays, "Ihen they that gladly received his word,” were baptized

and the same day there were added unto them, about three thou-
sand souls." Verase 47 says, "And the Lord added to the chur-
ch daily such as should be saved.® So then we can see that
thizge paoﬂe.- :‘after they had heard the gospel, which produged
faith in: their hebrts, they obeyed the same, and was saved
from their past sins,. and was added tp the Lord's church.
hen we can scdo:that after we have had FAITH  in Christ,

there: are dertain cammands, 9r conditions that we MUST obev.

~Next 0. oriér is REPENTANCE. Jesus says in Inke I3:3-5,
*I fedd:you’ Hayq ‘but ‘except ye repent. ye shall likewise
pershas .-

3oms- may: ask, “How t!o we get repemtance? Answer, Repﬁnt-
ande- I8 nod:samething we get; dut is scmething we DO, -which
is-a coniplete..change of heart, or will, concerning sin; just
simply meking up our minds to quit that which is wrong, amd
turn and do that which is right. REPENTANCE is ccmmanded of -
all men, *And the time of this ignoranca God winked at, ‘
(overlooked) dut now COGANDETH ALL men every where to
HEPENT,. {8tz I7:0).

Next we- myst CONFESS our r-aith in chriast. Jesus says,
*fhosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I
cofifigas ﬁlso he#ore my Father which is in heaven* (Matthew
IG"BE)Q 4 s

‘Paud: says, - '!For ‘with :the. heart man believeth unto rtght-
ocisness: amd witk the .wouth confession is made unto salva-
tion.* (Rdm. I0:10). We have an.oxample ia Aets 8:37. The
Funuch, when Philip asked him to confess his faith in Christ,
he answered and .said, %I believe that Jesus Chrisgt is the
Son df God®, and upon that-copfession, Philip baptized hfn.
«vNow we gome to .the last command, where God has pramiced
to forgive us of our sins, which is BAPTISM. When Peter was
preaching . the gospel to Corneliug and his hdusehold, he com-
manded :them to:be baptized .in the name of the Lord. (Act:
10:47). iy
Now baptiam 1s the cnly ccndltion of salvation where w.
water is used; sq then water 1n the new Qirth. c&n mean no
more or.less than in bapt:lsm in the neme of Christ (by
Chriat's authority) tor the forgiveness of sins. God seen
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fit to place WATER between man and his salvation. Paul
sa¥s; “Fbr as many as have been baptized INTO Christ, have
put on Christ. (Gel. 3:27).

Peter says, (I Pete. 3:2I) “The like figurewhereunto even
even baptism doth also now SaAVE us, (not the putting away
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good cons~
cience, (or seeking after a good conscidnce toward God)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. e

CONDITIONS OF SALVATION

I. FAITH, 2, REPENTANCE. " 3, GONFESSION. 4. BAPTISI;
baptism in water yes sir.. Holy Spirit Beptisu was never
glven as a condition of salvation. Christ dona this
baptizing; Matthew 3:II. -WARNING;"Butthough we, or an
angel from beaven, preach any ‘other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached uhto you, let him be acoursedt
(Galatians I:8) &

PAUL FERGUSON
S5I4 W. 1a Habra Ave., La Habra, Calif. 90632, ,
Phone 691-6892,
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“BAPTISM

THERE IS BUT ONE WAY YOU CAN ENTER THE Body, which is the
church. When you entér the Body you are in Christ,
He is the head of the Body, You have been
baptized into his death, and that
baptism is in the Name of
the Eord. Acts IOs46-48
Matthew 28&19-20: -

A ‘sdlvation is conditional. (Heb, 5:8-9)

B. We must do his commandments. (Rév.22: )
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‘BIBLE BAPTISM

- I.

2

. Ie HOWMANYKMOFBAPI‘ISMAREEERE?

J’ust one. Eph. b5 0 o N

2. WHAT DOES TRUE BAPTISM REQUIRE?

‘6‘

-I.

2.
3.
hu
5.

7.

" 8.

3.

Water. Matt. 3:II, Acts 8:364

Mich . water. John 3: 23. . ; .
Coning to water, Actg 8336. L
Going into watér. Acts 8:38.. ... . -
Burgai- in water. Rom. 6:1-4. -
Resurrection from water. Col. 2:I2.
Hendling of "candidate. Acts 8:38.
Coming out of water. Acts 8:39. -

WHY WDST ONE BE BAPTIZED?

T.-

i

3.

e

l‘..

5.

To imitate Christ. Latt. 3:13-17

It is commended. iark 16:15-16,

Acts 2138, Acts I0:48.

To get into Christ. Gal. 3:27.

To be forgiven of sins.. Acts 2:38, 22:16.
To be_ born again. Jchn 3;_5.

THO SHovm iaE BAPTIZED?

I.

.

3.

I .h.

5

I.

'2.

3.

Those who believe the gospel. Mark I6:I6.
Those w wgg,repent. Acts 2:38. |

Those confess Christ. Matt. 1O0: 32-33.
Acts 8:37, Rome. I0:10.

Infants need not be baptized. No need for it.

PRk ;

t‘IiHAT La BAPTISKE FOR? -

For remission of sins. Acts 2:38.
To-be saved: Mark 'I6:I5-I6. :
Puts one into Christ Where salvation 1is.

Gal., 3:27.
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