 THE DIVINE PATTERN

- "As lMoses was admonished sf God when he was about to
maeke the tabernacle; for See, saith he, that thou meke all
things according to the pattern showed to thee in the
mount.? Heb. 815« A pattern is an exclusive way of doing
a thing, as in the Bible there are commands given in a
general, ssp¥e (whieh includes) and also some things Spec-
ificallY gtated (which excludes). For example, God told
lses just exactly -how to build the tabernacle, and that
excludes all other ways of building it. For andther ex-
auple, ndtice Gen. 6:I4-I6; God commanded Noah to build
an ark. He told him just how loug to build 1, (450 feet)
how wide (75 feet) and how high (45 feet), & window in A
the top, and to pitch 1t with piteh inside and out.

The kind of wood God spec¢iiied was gopher wood, and
that excludes all other kinds ¢f waod. God did not have
to say, *don't you put valmut, oak, hickory etc., for when
he specified gopher wood, that exeludes all other kinds
of wood. All these things has te do with literal things
in God's dealing with people of cld. A

Now %o Spiritual patterns of work azd worship of the
CHURCH OF CHRIST,

THE TIGE 02 WORSHIP (break bread).’

The dlseiples ceme together to break bread en the Ist.
day of the week, Acts 20:7. Here we have a certain day
specified; first day of the week, (Sunday) which excludes
all other days of the weck, in which to break bread.

KIND OF MUSIB'SPEJiFIED

R34

‘e notice that *singing.u gel. 3tI6; Eph. 5:I9; I Cor.
T4:I5. Since singing was specified, it exeludes all '
gther kinds of music, such as instruments of music, the
plano, horn, etc. Just as the wood in the ark was spdcis
as gopher wood, excludes all other kinds of waod. sSo
singing 1s specified, and excludes all other kinds of
music. ' ’

EXANPLE OF TEACHING
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We have example of teaching the Seriptures *"publice, and
"private*, as .Paul said, "And how I have kept back nuthing
that was profitable unto you, but have showed you, and have
taught you publicly, and from house %o house.* Acta 20:20.
Concerning public teaching, Paul has this to say abecut
the teachers teaching in an assembly of the church; *For ye
may all prophesy one by onme, that all may learn, and all may
be comforted.® I Core I4:3I. This public teaching is limited
to men, and that ope at a time, that sll may learn, This
teaching was done in one assembly: they did not divide into
classes to teach those that was to be taught. Sunday School
was unknbwn to the Apostles in the early church, Sunday
School had its origin in England about I780 by a newspaper
editor by the name of Robert Raikes. o
flomen were forbidden to teach in an assembly. “let your -
women keep ‘silence in the churches: (assemblies) for it is
not permitted unto them to spesk; but they are commanded to
be under obedience, as also saith the law'. I Cors IL:34,
Also Paul to Timothy; *Let the”“"“Flearn in silence with ‘all
subjection. 'But I suffer not a woman o teach, nor %o usurp
authority over the man, but to be in silence®. T Tim. 2: 71
12, There is woman not to teach? = Ans., In the assembly.
Where is women not to usurp authority over man? Ans. Nowh-
ere, public or privage. This -is the pattern for teachers
teaching in publice. _ N _
Pattern for the communion or Lord's Supper, consists o8
One Loaf (bread), and One Cup of thefituit of the vine, or the
juice .df the grape. This is the number and kind of literal
elements to be used. Matt. 26:26-29; Mark I4s$22-25; Luke 22
I7-20; I Gor. I0s1b; T Gor, II:23-26. We notice that these -
elements were prepared before they were feasted on. Jesgus
gave us a perfect exemple and pattern in the institutilonm,
the night He was pgtrayed, as recorded by Matthew, Mark and
Iuke. In the preparation of the elementss First, “Jesus
took bread (a loaf of bread), and blessed it, (gave thanks).
brake it, 4nd gave it to the disciples, and said; Take,eatj .
this 1s my body." Jesus was the one that served at the ta-
ble.. He preépared the lcaf to be his dody; them after Jesus.
took, gave thanks, and bfoke the loaf, he said it was his

body. The breaking of the loaf is a qualifying act performed




only by the one that servds at the table. When Josus
broke the loaf,: it was not for the purpose t0 get a part
to eat, nor was it for the purpose for the diseiples to
get their part to eat. The loaf that Jesus took and gave
thanks, and broke, he gave all df it to the disciples,
Notice Goodspeed’s ‘Translation of Matt. 263263 *As they -
were eating, Jesus took a lvaf and blessed it, and he - .
broke 'it' in pieces and gave it to the &isciples.® So this .
shows that Jesis zeve all the loef %o his disciplég. Yes, -
but one-will ask; *If Jesus broke the loaf into two or
more pikces, how can it be satd he gave IT to them,: or ,
how can pieces bé referred to as IT?"" Answers IfT a' ealf. -
gets run over by a railroad train and got cut into, - {t
would still be IT, the ‘celf, though in pieces. So also . .
the Loal whef broken into  pleces,.it. ig atill IT. the loaf. .
I think this tares care of that. : . . S A T
So theh ccues ‘the question; under what command ‘do we -
get our part bu eat? Answer: after Jesus had broke thei.:- -
bread, he told the disciples to take, eat. Then the com-
mand “Take* which .is generie, simply not stating just how
each was: to get fheir part; but whatever was. necessary _ .
fon the digcples to. get a part of the broken loaf,. wag
included in .the commend. *Take®. ' = . . . _
-Next we notigce, Jesus tock the cup. : *And he took the
cup, and gave .thanks, and gave it to them, gaying, Drink =~ ~*
yo all of it} Matt, 26:27.,. Jesus simply ook oms. cup, , .
not’ two,.-nor a hundred. . This cup containefll .of the fruit
of,:$he vine, or the juice of thé grape.. The diseiples . ' ™
were commanded to all drink of it, or out of it. Emphatic
Diaglott Greek-English New Testement renders Matt. 26:27 '
as follows: “Then taking a cup, and giving thanks, he ga-
ve it to them, saying, 'Drink all of you out .of it", Can -
lahgiage be ‘plainer than this? ' Yes, says ode; .luke says :! -
%o divide it among yourselves, and dfdn't ‘say liow to div-
ide- it Answer: In Matthew it says, *Drink all of yox out
of -it%; ‘and Mark gives .it in the _past tense ‘saying; “And
they all drank out of it*, Then we can ecléarly see that
the cup was divided by each diseiple drinking. of, or fmm =
IT. To divide ghe éup, is to divide what the cup containg,
or 1ts contents. For an assembly to use mdre than one cup
b0 .contadn thd drink element, s a departure from the

. .
-
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example and patterpn that Jesus left for us go follow

DRINK ELEMENT

Some contend that the drink element mus# be stirong grape

wine. But let ug notice Isa. 65:8: "Thus saith the Lord, as

tho new wine is found in the cluster, and saith, "Destroy it
not; foir a blessing is in it'. Notice Paul to the Corinthians
jans; *The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the com~
munion of the blood of Christ?* I Cor. I1I6. Also Matthew
26:29; *But I say unto you, I will not drink henseforth of
this fruit of the vine....." Then what do we have for the
drink element? I. Isaiah says, blessing in the cluster of - .,
grapes. 2. Paul says “cup of blessing®s 3. Matthew says,
n0f the fruit of the vine“; simply the juice of the grape.
Did you ever see any kind of vine that produced an alcoholic
drink?
Co CHUFCH FINANCES

As each congregation must have its own treasury to fina-,
nce itself and other needs; the question is, how are funds
to be raised? Notice I Cor. I6:2; "Upon the first dey of the ,
week, let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him...." This is the only place mentioned in the-
New.Testament, when, (Fimst day of the wesk), and how, (By =
each giving as prospered), Therefore this is the Pattern for
raiging finances for the work of .the chureh, therefore excl-
udes all other ways, such as pie suppers, ice oream suppers,

etc,
THE AUTONOMY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

*Autoncmy® means self-govermment. God gave to the congre -
gation the right of self-government, Each local church gov-
eroment ‘depends in its actual application upon tvo other ger-
iptural principles characteristic of each ehurch of Christ.
The principle of the independence of each church and the eq--
uality of all the churches of Christ.

CHRIST GAVE HIS CHURCH A CONGREGATIONAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT

I. “Blders In every church®, Acts I4:23. These elders
were within the local echurch and ruled over its affairs in
hammony with the will of Christ, Fhil, I:1; Acts 20:28;
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I Pet. 5:1I-4. 2. These elders, bishops or pastors over
each local church had jurisdiction onl¥ over the flock
"aemong them" or over which they had been mede *bishops®.
They could extend it no further by divine authority. Aots
20:28; I, Pet..5:2., . 3. This divine arrangement specified
by the :authority of Christ through his apostles, exeluded
all other organizations of forms of govermment for direc~
ting or overmeeing the affairs of the churches of Christ,.
They had nothing larger than the local church and noshing
smaller than the local church. Some mey argue that we can-
not héve elders todey, seying that was done awey when Spi-
ritual gifts ceesed. But will you notice that all the con-
gregations have some that ‘are leaders or overseers, and .
still each church is still independent, equal, and auton-
omoug. When apy church or group of men exercises more au-
thority, or.power than the local church possesaes, is cer-
tainly wrong. - K
. ’ CHURCH COOPERATION

There seems to be much confusion and division about ch-
,urch cooperation, &s well as many Other subjects, which
.only a careful study of the Scriptures we can be sure what:
the truth is. First of all, the question may arise, is
there such & thing as church codperation taught in the New
Testament? My answer $o this-is, Yes, certainly go. The
early churches sooperated in supporting the preaching of
the gospel. Churches odoperated in helping the needy sai-
ntgs. But did the churehes pool their funds together in a
brotherhdod podl or treasury, to be kept there $ill the
need arose o send to a preacher or help some neegfy church?

Absolutely not. But there is a pattern for New Testament
¢hurch cooperation. The New Testament pieture of church
cooperation is plain and simple. "Each church, under its
own elders or leeders, by the activity and sacrifice of its
own regources, extends itself to its full limit in preach- .
ing the gospel and caring for the needy. If one songrega-
tion is in distress or need, all other eongregations know-
ing of the need, and having ability to help, sends relief
to the needy church.® When the needs of that shurch is
supplied, contributions from >ther churches cease or ig
stoppedi : ,

And for benevolent work, may I cite you to Acta II1:29~
30+ During a femime . in Judea, the disciples at Antioch
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sent relief to the bratb ren whish dwelt there. I want you
to noilsey Taey send "i% directly to the elders of the chuw
rches, by the- aaads of toeir messengers, Barnabas end Saul,
Ndtiee € or, Bei0-23: .I Cbr.-.I6s3« These churches chose
and epn:'o‘ce‘o” theic wessengIrs,., The m3ssengers are Gompar-
able wilk cus modern mail. service today; letters wers sent °
then by nosaangersa See also 2 Core 8:13-I4; 2 Dor. 9:5:*
a promiged beuniy. Weymouth ‘Franalation ‘renders 2 Cor. 955, .
*I have’ k}zb"rht wrﬂecesaary ‘thd®eford to- request. these 't - -
bre%hreu,@i:o vigit you' firgt,” and to meke sure beforehand .
that yb‘cxi- 'promi‘sed bensfaction may be ready as a benefaction,
and noy as ci‘omethmg extorted from you.". Yaul-bags, *But
now I &0 vhiy Jeriusalem to minister unto the saints". Rom,
I15:25. " Y¥eg, but says one, "It didn't sey haw he did the mi- .
nistering®:. .No, it did. ndt say in -Romans I5:25 how he did
it, buatit-doss say how it was done in Acts 1I:29-30. With -
this kird.af reasoning and legie, I could prove that we eou-
1d hawg.ther Lord's supper any day in the week. How? I Ccor,
II:26 Pavl says, "For as often as ye ‘2at ‘this bread. ‘ami dr-
ink this cup, ye 40 show the ILord's death till he come®,

fxesY bt ke 4id wpot say how often. gso any day will do.
Is thiS5 st Certaidly nct, - Lets’ %o *to Acts 20:7 for the
pattern; ‘which mamed the firat day of the week. and that ox-_ -,
cludeg alk -ahthex: days.

Now how did.Raul. minis.ter to the saints? Lets go to. tha
pattern, Aets. .I1: ¢29-30, & meésenger giving it $o the elders,
This e,.«cclurie,s all’: otﬁer “Wayg. Some brethren say ‘that Like = -
says td divide the oip, but didn®¥ say how.. No, but Mark
did, b each drinking out -Gf Aty T From : 1t, oL Tv e
CHURCH ‘COOFERATION IN EVANGELISM . S - .

Can chufched’ edopefate "in- @upporting preachers preauhing
the gospel? Nes,the Bible teaches they did. Example; I
have r@b;b,gd -9ther churches, .teking wages. of them, to dp.you
service®,.2 Oor. IT:3-9. Here we have more than one church
suppbrting .Paul in his px:eacnin,% to the’ Gorinthi'ans. which"
certainly, shows church caooperation. Andther exemple:r 'Baul - °
to the"Philippians. “Now ye Phllippians khow ‘alsc, that.‘in
the beginning of the gospel: when I departed- from Mdcddonia, °

oighunuh wcamunicated with me as concerring giving -and re- -
vingybut ye onlys .For even in Thesgalqnica ye sent.once,
and again unty my neceesityf. Phil. 4:I5-I6. Their messen- :
ger wag:Epaphroditus. Notice Phil, 2v25; *Yet X supposed it
necesaary <boe send to you Epa hroditus, my <brpther, and.oomp- .
anion in la,bor, and fellowsoldier, but your mesece ar, .aend .
he that minisgered to my wants”. So Were is the divina pat-

fern for churches supporting preachers. i&n preacbimg the gos~"
pel. The funds were elways sent __139_9_3;1 fram the giver to ...



-
the receivef, or the preacher. And to those who believe -
that the funds may be placed in a brotherhood pool to be
kept there till & need to srend it. These brethren will
all tell you that to 6664 direct, is Seriptural, but they
say their way is also Tight. Now since all agree that to
send direct, that is, each congregation ceollect its own
funds and dispurse to.the preacher, is scriptural; now br-
ethren isn't this the:way upon which we can be united?;
sanething safe?; and beyond question as Seriptural, and is
the only Divine Pattern, which excludeg all other ways?
This way 1s.specified. Remember Gopher wood in the Ark?

But for churches to pool their resources to sugport pr-
eachers is not found in the New Testament. Seriptura, -
please! As the %Gospel Meetings Plan* set forth in the
COURIER by Bro. Roy Snoderly, and other brethren, and said
to be by leeders in four different states, is said to have
been drgopped because some objected to it. Some say it.has-
not been dropped, and some are still advocating it. ROV

None of these brethren have told me that .they have dro-
pped. 1t, neither has it been stated in the COURIER that it
has been dropped. If the brethren have dropped it; would -
not they want us that oppose it, 3o know sbout 1t? And may
I state agaln, 2 Cor. I1:8«9; Phil, 4:15~16? Here we have
congregations acting "independent; equal, and autoncmsus, -
-.gself governing) making up their own collection:and sending
. 1t directly to Paul by messengers of their own-ehoice, or-

who they approved. I Gor, I6:3; Phil. 2325.. ‘There is Scr-
ipturgfor sending ty others t0 others; but there is no Sec-
rpture for sending to others, to send to others.,

Do we need brethren. in the fiell preaching® Yes; There
is - §rave need for willing and capable preachers out-in -
the flold, those who are not afraid to presch the whole
truths Is lack of money the reason why preachmrs are not
sent? T am persuaded that the trouble is the lack of coo-
geration. and also divisions; many churches not getting

ehind many of the praachers, because they can't go along
with eyerything they teach and practice. Brethren, is not
this the truth? _

I am persuaded the trouble on church cooperation, as
brethren *pooling rescurces" etc., is one of the mistakes
of the Roman Catholic Church, and other religious bodies.
They are trying to function in a universal sense. I believe
the word “church", is used in at least four different sen~-
ses, Universal, local, Geographically, end the mrat restr-
icted sense, Assembly. We would like to notice the univer-
sal senge. It is a relationship in Christ, Matt. I6;18;
Eph, *5:22-33. It has no organization, no geographical
boundries, ‘It has no meeting »slace on earth. It has n» mis-

sion, no funetiony it is not a functional body. The church
‘uaiversal 1s & kingdom of eitizens, Ephe 2:19; a family of




8w
children, Rom. 8:I4~-I7; 4 building of stonea, I Fet. 2:5;
A body of members, I Cor. I2:12; Avine with branches, John
I5:I-6. This church is made up of individuals who are in
Christ. It has no universal overseers; It has no univers-
al treasury; It has no collective action. -

The church universal exists Iin heaven and on earth, Eph.

3:15; The church local is limited to the earth, Phil. I:l.
The Iord adds to the universal chuarch, Acts 2: &7. But fai-
thful Christians may jolm the local church, Acts 9:26.

We enter the universal church by baptism, I Cor. I2:13;
Gal. 3:27. But we are accepted into the local church by
consent and agreement, 2 John J0. The universal church has
but one Shepherd, iatt. 23:8; but the local church has les-
ger Shepherds, I Pet. 5:I1-2. Against the universal church
Satan cannot prevail, Matt. I6:I8, dither against its bu-
11ding or its eternal existence; but against the loeal con-
gregation he may prevail, Rev. 2:5.

‘The Universal church has to do with the relationship of
suints with God; the local chureh has to do with the rel-
ationship of saintés with saints.

I hopc each one will give these things some study; and
may me all come to & better understanding of what the Lord.
would have us do; as we mll muat give an aceount of héw we
treat his word, for we will all be jJudeed by 1t.

MNay the Lord bless us all, is my prayers.

PAUL FERGUSON :
5I4 W. La Habra Ave., La Habra, Calift‘906329m?h. 691-6892.

. ) ) \
4 Divire ixample of nvangaliam. ,
“Other Ghurches' 010000.000012 Uori II:8‘

Phil h I5-17.
This is the
example for direct

Suppart _

T™e "other churchest
did .as Philippi 4id,

PAT L

at They sent direct
Corinth to Paul.

-
; Thessalonica,
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