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 Corinthians 10:3–5, "For 
though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war after the flesh: 
(4) (For the weapons of our 

warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds;) (5) Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ." 

 For though we live in the 
world, we do not wage war as the 
world does. The weapons we fight 
with are not the weapons of the 
world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strong-
holds. We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and 
we take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ. 

A WINNABLE WAR 
Bro. Troy Mooney 
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 On September 11, 2001, at 
8:46 AM, American Airlines Flight 11 
from Boston crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center. 
Onlookers were stunned, and the 
media focused national attention 
immediately on Lower Manhattan. At 
9:03 AM, United Airlines Flight 175 
from Boston crashed into the South 
Tower. It became apparent in that 
moment that we were not simply 
witnessing an awful tragedy. 

 An airplane would crash into the 
Pentagon, and another in Western 
Pennsylvania. Evil was at work. The 
country entered into what was 
referred to as "The War on Terror." It 
would have to be fought in ways we 
had never fought before, because the 
enemy was not just one person or one 
country. It was a war against who we 
are as a nation and what we stand for. 

 We heard, a couple of years ago, 
about a new virus in another part of 
the world. Most dismissed it. But 
health officials began to tell us that a 
SARS virus, which we call COVID-19, 
was easily spread. For some, it would 
bring death, with little help available 
from our medical knowledge. 

 There is a war going on, and we 
are in it. I don’t mean the War on 
Terror or the coronavirus again. I 
mean a spiritual war. 

 God never said that living in the 

pathway of righteousness was going to 
be easy. He did not say that when we 
were saved, we would never battle sin 
again. In fact, the Bible teaches the 
opposite. Jesus told His disciples that 
just as the world hated Him, the world 
would hate them. Peter says that the 
world thinks it strange that you don't 
continue to do the same things you 
once did before you were saved. 

 Brethren, we are at war, and 
war is messy. War has casualties. War 
has battles that are won and battles 
that are lost. The challenge is to be 
engaged in spiritual warfare. But 
many would rather hide and hope the 
enemy just goes away. Why did the 
Israelites wander for 40 years? They 
saw giants and were afraid to take the 
land God gave them. When the 
Midianites oppressed Israel, Gideon 
was hiding in a winepress. 

 When Goliath taunted Israel, 
King Saul was hiding in his tent. Paul 
says that we do not wage war as the 
world does. The teaching is one of 
going on the offense. 

 To the Ephesians, Paul would 
speak about spiritual warfare in 
Ephesians 6:10–18. 

 If you think you are so 
insignificant that the powers of evil 
will simply leave you alone, you are 
wrong. The moment you were 
baptized into Christ, the Holy Spirit 
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took up residence in you. That marked 
you for a spiritual battle. This brings 
us to our text. 

 2 Corinthians 10:3, "For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh." 

The War 
 The truth is we are flesh and 
blood, and our enemy is not. Just like 
fighting a war against terror or a virus 
that we don't see with the naked eye, 
our ability has some limitation. For 
Paul, the enemy centered on false 
teaching and false teachers that he 
sarcastically calls "super apostles." 
This was a battle for truth. It was a 
battle that would take place in the 
hearts and minds of Christians. 

 The battle for truth in the early 
church has extended for the last 2,000 
years. If truth were accepted, we 
would not have hundreds of different 
religious bodies that call themselves 
Christians. Satan is powerful, but he is 
no God. Satan seeks to make 
strongholds. Each of us must examine 
ourselves to see if sin has made a 
stronghold in us. 

 These strongholds of evil appear 
to have their root in our minds. Satan 
loves to take hold of your thoughts. If 
Satan can control our minds, he can 
eventually control our actions. The 
battle is to take back control of our 
thoughts—to take every thought 
captive and make it obedient to Christ. 
The battle we are in is often very 
personal. But what weapons do we have 
for such a battle for truth and our 
minds? 

The Weapons 
 If the war is false teaching and 
the captivities of our minds in a sinful 
nature, how do I fight? It seems as 
though it is a losing battle. I have 
never met a perfect Christian who has 
so mastered self-control as to never 
sin again. Are we doomed to failure? 
Are we doomed to defeat? Paul's 
answer is a resounding no! 

 2 Corinthians 10:4–5, "(4) For 
the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds; (5) 
Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ." The weapons we 
use are not of the world. Instead, they 
have divine power to demolish 
strongholds. 

 Example: Joshua and the Battle 
of Jericho. Jericho was not a small 
town with little walls. The wall was 
their greatest defense. They could 
prepare for a long siege, but that is not 
what took place. For seven days, the 
Israelites marched around the wall. I 
could only imagine what the people 
inside Jericho were thinking. On that 
seventh day, they marched around it 
seven times. They blew horns, and the 
people shouted, and the wall collapsed. 
Why did the wall of Jericho fall? 
Because the Israelites did exactly what 
God commanded. It was God. 

 We have God who fights for us. 
The war for truth and the battle for 
the stronghold of our minds is a 
winnable war. As Paul tells the church 
in Rome in Romans 8:31–37. 



 

4 The Christian Courier 

 Two weapons we use to fight 
this spiritual war are God's Word and 
prayer. I believe they are the most 
powerful weapons we have. With the 
sword of truth and in all types of 
prayer, we find God at work in the 
battle. 

 What do we find Jesus doing 
when Satan attacks Him in the 
wilderness? Matthew 4:1–11 and 
Mark 1:11–13. 

 Jesus is in communication with 
God and uses the words of Scripture to 
defeat the power of Satan. I would 
guess that's a great place to start. 
 

Conclusion 
 There is a war going on. There 
are strongholds for evil, but the power 
of God at work in you is greater. We 
can help you take hold of that power 
by praying with 
you, praying for 
you, and walking 
beside you in 
your personal 
battle. 
 

Bro. Troy 
Mooney 

Broken Bow 
Church of Christ 

Broken Bow, OK 
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 We have acquired Bro. Ellis Foresman’s Study of Revelation and have reproduced it in 
booklet form. Please let us know if you’d like one. We will be happy to mail you one! 

ChristianCourier1Cup@gmail.com 
It is also on 1CupHistory.Church as a PDF ! 

Dear Brother and Sisters in 
Christ, 
 It is a beautiful early spring 
day in our part of Az. We hope 
this finds everyone well after this 
Winters flu season. We are all 
recovering but still have some 
lingering coughs and raspy voices. 
 As many know, in March of 
last year, we relocated to the 
Apache Junction area in Az. The 
climate is drier, easier to breathe, 
closer to doctors and family. 
Also, we have four great grand-
children now and it is such a joy 
to watch them grow. Apache 
Junction is still a drive to bigger 
cities but small enough to have 
that country feel, which we enjoy. 

 Sunday morning services are 
held in our homes on a rotating 
basis. If you are in the area on a 
Sunday, we want to invite you to 
worship and enjoy a home cooked 
lunch. Or in the area and just 
want to visit, please call: Mike 
Wilcher 928-446-5444 (please leave 
a message),  Tim Shepherd 480-622-
0486 (please leave a message) 
 Mike often works in his 
shop and Tim is still working a 9-5. 
They will get back to you as soon 
as possible. 
 

In Christ’s love, 
Apache Junction 
Church of Christ 

We apologize for getting this issue out a few days late.  With all the sickness 
going around and two family deaths, we did the best we could. Wishing you 

all a great day, and a safe and healthy month ahead! 
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We're thrilled to share that we've added YET ANOTHER publication 
to our Church of Christ history website: Thus Saith The Lord. 

View them all at 1CupHistory.Church/Publications.asp 
But we are missing several issues! Please take a quick look at the 

Missing Issues list below and pls let us know if you have any of 
them. ChristianCourier1Cup@gmail.com. 

It Is Written 
1946: Feb, Apr, May, 

Aug, Nov, Dec 
1947: Jan, Feb, Apr, 

May, Jul 
1948: Apr, May, Aug 
1949: Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Oct, 
Nov, Dec 

1950: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
May, Jun, Sep, Nov 

1951: Jan, Apr, Jul 
1952: Jan, May, Jun, 

Jul, Oct, Dec 
1953: Jan, Aug, Sep, 

Oct 
1954: Jan 
1956: Jul, Aug 
1957: Feb, Nov, Dec 
1958: Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Jul, 
Aug, Sep, Oct 

1959: Feb, Apr, May, 
Jun, Jul, Aug, Sep, 
Oct, Nov, Dec 

1960: All Issues *??? 
 

Gospel News 
Courier 

1960: All Issues *??? 
1961: Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May 
 

Little Love Letter 
1968: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
Apr, May, Jun, Jul, Aug, 
Sep 
1969: May, Jun 

1970: Jun, Jul, Aug 
1971: Jul, Aug, Nov, 
Dec 
1972: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
Apr, May, Jun 
1974: Jul, Aug, Sep, 
Oct, Nov, Dec 
1975: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
Aug, Sep, Nov, Dec 
1976: All 
1977: All 
1978: Mar, Apr, May, 
Jun, Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct, 
Nov, Dec 
 

Fruits Of The Spirit 
2003: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
Apr, May, Jun, Jul, Aug 
2004: Apr, May, Jun, 
Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct 
2005: Apr, May, Jun, 
Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov, 
Dec 
2006: Feb, Jun, Jul, 
Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov, Dec 
2007: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
Jun, Jul, Aug, Sep, Oct, 
Nov, Dec 
 

Christian Courier 
1966: Jan, Mar, May, 

Jun, Jul, Oct, Nov 
1967: Jan, Feb, Apr, 

May, Jun, Jul, Aug, 
Sep, Oct, Nov, Dec 

1968: Jan, Feb, Mar, 
Apr, May, Jun, Jul, 
Aug 

1969: Jul 
1970: Apr, Oct 
1971: May, Jul, Nov 
1972: Jan, Mar, Jul, 

Sep, Dec 
1973: Jan, Jun, Jul, 

Aug 
1974: Mar, Apr, Jul, 

Aug, Oct, Dec 
1975: Jul, Dec 
1977: May, Sep, Nov 
1978: Feb, Apr, May, 

Jul, Sep, Nov 
1979: Jan, May, Jul 
1980: Mar, Aug, Sep, 

Nov, Dec 
1981: Jan, Apr 
1982: Apr, Jul 
1983: Jul 
1984: Jun 
1987: Nov 
1988: Jul 
1989: Jun, Oct 
1990: Oct 
1991: Jun, Aug 
1992: Jan, Mar, May, 

Aug, Oct 
1993: Jul, Oct, Dec 
1997: Jan, Jul, Nov 
1998: Jan, May, Aug, 

Oct, Dec 
 

Thus Saith The Lord 
1959: Any after 4/27 
 
 
 
*??? Were any printed? 

Church of Christ newsletters... 

Missing Issues 
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S 
imon the Canaanite or Zealot 
was one of Jesus’ disciples. In 
the New Testament, the 
zealots were a party that 

was for Jewish independence 
and not Roman rule. They 
wanted the people to rebel 
and drive the Romans from 
Israel. They were also known 
to target Jews who were 
sympathetic to Rome. 

 Simon the Zealot is 
mentioned four times in the 
New Testament, in places 
where the names of the 
disciples are listed, but 
beyond this no information 
about him is given (Matthew 
10:4; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; 
Acts 1:13). It is thought 
that he is called “Simon the 
Zealot” because, when Jesus 
called him, he was a member of the 
Zealots’ political movement. 

 We can assume that Simon's 
priorities changed as he submitted 
to Jesus’ teaching, which included 
“giving to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar” (Matthew 22:21), and an 
emphasis on the kingdom of God, 

which was not of this world and was 
not established by use of violence 
and the force of arms (John 18:36). 

 It is interesting to note 
that Jesus called another 
disciple, Matthew, who was a 
tax collector (Matthew 9:9) 
and who would have been in 
the employ of Rome directly or 
of the Jewish officials who 
ruled with Rome’s blessing. 
Matthew the publican and 
Simon the Zealot were from 
opposite ends of the political 
spectrum. 

 Despite their differing 
political views, Matthew and 
Simon were united in their 
greater allegiance to Jesus. As 
brothers and co-workers for 
the gospel, they set aside 

their differences and focused on 
spreading the message of love, 
forgiveness, and salvation. 

 As followers of Christ, we 
should strive to emulate the unity 
and love displayed by Simon the 
Zealot and Matthew, putting aside 
our differences and working 
together towards a common goal. 

Simon the Zealot 

Contributed by the Robert & Christina Fuson Family 
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Brother Paul, I know the 
answer to the question you 
posed on page 18 (Jan 2025 
Courier) concerning why David 
picked up 5 stones. But so you 
can enjoy the patience and 
comfort of scripture, I'm giving 
you a scripture to meditate on 
that should lead you to the 
answer: Exodus 39:14 and 
Joshua 4:1-9. If this doesn't 
lead you there, I will clarify it 
for you: 

What I wanted you to pick 
up on was what stones 
represent in scripture: Groups 
of people, tribes, states, 
kingdoms, etc. Goliath, as 
stated in scripture, was the 
champion of the Philistines. Like 
in our modern Olympics, where 
a person represents the whole 
of the USA. In 1 Samuel 6:16 
we find that there are 5 lords 

of the Philistines, the same as 
5 tribes like the 12 stones / 12 
tribes of Israel. Because David 
was to fight the representative 
of all 5 Philistine tribes, he 
picked up 5 stones. When he 
defeated Goliath, he symbolically 
defeated all of the Philistines 
(all 5 lords). 

As scriptures indicate, 
a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r 
2 Timothy 3:16-17. There is 
never a good reason to look 
anywhere but in the book of 
the Lord. All else causes 
confusion, which you found out. 

One final thought: Joshua 
had the Israelites get the 12 
stones from the Jordan, just as 
David got the 5 from the 
creek. There is a very wonderful 
understanding there, if you pick 
up on it. It's a very deep 
thought but so beautiful. 

David & the Stones 
Bro. David Scitern 
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This is what fills my mind 
when I consider the stones in 
the water: as a jagged and 
unseemly rock in the river, with 
time, is washed and rounded 
into something beautiful to 
behold. We too, as we enter 
into the river of life, are rough 
and without direction, rolling to 
and fro. With the passing of 
time, we are cleansed and 
reformed into a glorious sight in 
the eyes of the Father, meant 
for His purposes. All the while, 
our gaze is to that faraway 
bank that is full of milk and 
honey, love and peace. As we 
near the end of the river, filled 
with anticipation and hope, we 

dream of hearing those joyous 
words, "Well done, my good and 
faithful servant," and therein 
into His eternal light forever 
and ever. 

Here's a thought for you, 
my brothers in Jesus: 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:21, we are 
told to prove all things. It 
doesn't say, “…except this or 
that.” In the living Word, have 
you ever seen the name "BIBLE" 
before? If not, what does God 
call it? 

 
Much love, 

David Scitern, 
Church of Christ, 
Newcastle, Texas 

Bible Books answers (from last month) 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible 
(merely by a fluke.) It kept people looking so hard for the facts 
and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially 
since the name of the books were not capitalized, but the truth 
finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others it was a real 
job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. 
Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may 
require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a 
minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations 
when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she 
can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now! 
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The answer is below the Bulletin Board 

Wow! Such a fantastic picture!! Can you guess who it is? 
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Voices from the Past 
 

Old Covenant with Blood 
Ex 24:3-8 

 

Must Contact  Heb 9:18-22 

Use of Blood  Ex 12:7, 13 

Word of Death  Rev 20:6 

 

New Covenant 
Heb 8:7-8 

 

One Mediator  1 Tim 2:5 

Offered Himself Heb 9:11-14 

Receive Promise Heb 9:15 

Testator   Heb 9:16-17 

Cup—Blood  Luke 22:20 
    Matt 26:28 
    1 Cor 11:25 

Nigh to God  Eph 2:13 

Redeemed   Eph 1:7 
    Col 1:20 

Trodden Underfoot Heb 10:28-29 
 
Given at Lorenzo, TX  (7-31-77) 

B 
L 
O 
O 
D 

C H R I S T 

Perfect Law of 
Liberty if we 
look into it. 

 
No 

Resurrection 

No 
Forgiveness 

Claude Perigen 
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News from Abroad 
Matundu, Kenya Orphanage 

January 13, 2025  

 

A 
s I last reported, we opened the 
Matundu Orphanage on May 
18, 2024.  It was a great day of 
celebration and thanksgiving 

for what God had provided for the 
children there in Kenya.  Since the 
opening weekend quite a bit of progress 
has been made in finishing up the water 
supply, permanent electricity to all the 
buildings, and other projects.  There are 
more things to continue doing, but it is 
very livable now.  We have added 2 goats 
and a cow so the children will have milk.  
We continue to look for ways to add to, 
so we can become more sustainable and 
self-sufficient.  

 The biggest change has been in 
the children.  They are being cared for 
on a daily basis, they are being provided 
food and clothing, they are all attending 
school, they are being taught the Bible, 
they are shown how to live a Godly life 
for Christ, and they are raised in a 
Christian loving environment.  For me, 
it’s the smiles on their faces that tell the 
story.  These children have hope, a 
family that cares, and spiritual guidance.  
So many over there are giving so much 
to care for and help these children.   

 Brother Laban and his wife, Sister 
Josephine labor helping the children in 

so many ways.  They are there daily and 
oversee all care and duties.  Their son, 
Emmanual works with the children 
daily as well as attending college.  As I 
mentioned, many others are giving their 
time and effort to attend to the needs of 
the children. God Bless them all for their 
love and devotion for caring for these 
children. 

 I had asked Brother John Kombo 
(he is a member of the Orphanage 
Committee), Brother Laban, and 
Brother Emmanuel to write a report on 
the Matundu Orphanage.  I am includ-
ing their report.  (printed last month) 

 As we enter 2025, we thank God 
for all he has done for all of us, here in 
the US, as well as in Kenya, and also 
Tanzania in providing a means to help 
the orphan children in these 2 
countries.  Lord willing, we hope to 
continue to complete projects at the 
orphanage this year.  Our prayer is that 
more can be done in these 2 countries 
as well as the many other areas in the 
world that have great need.    

 I will try and follow-up next 
month with a report on the orphanage 
work in Tanzania. 

 Thank you for all the prayers and 
support for these children. 

In Christian love, 
 Gerald Brockman 

Oakdale Church of Christ Orphanage 
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Tanzania Update 
Brothers & Sisters, 

 We greet you in the 
name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In this world there is 
no peace and rest; there is 
ups and down sometimes one 
can loose hope but one thing 
is constant, God promised to 
be with us till the end 
if we remain faithful 
to him. 

 We would like to 
inform you that two 
congregations have 
been started in Tabora 
the region we visited 
last month. Brother 
Joseph told us that 
those who were 
Pentecostals are now 
Christians. We praise 
God that he has changed 
their hearts to know the 
truth. We have been praying 
that those that we teach and 
preach to may know the 
truth and turn to Christ. Pray 
for them to grow in the Lord 
and do his will. 

 Evangelism, preaching 
and teaching went on this 
month. Visiting new places 
that had not been reached as 
we persuade people to come 
to Christ and the response 
was good. We know that our 
work is to plant the seed but 
God gives the increase. 
Brother Deusi got a motor-
cycle accident last week, it 
happened that while they 

were going they reached at a 
sloping road and the brakes 
were not good thus he got 
bruises. 

 We expect baptisms in a 
couple of days at James' 
house. These are the people 
we had Bible class for two 
weeks and we see that they 
hearts are ready to be added 

in Christ. Again 
your support for 
this work is not 
in vain and we 
thank you all 
always because 
as you make it 
possible for us to 
go is when many 
people know 
about Christ. 

 Lastly, we 
ask you to pray 
for us, the 

Orphans and the work we do 
here in Tanzania. We have 22 
vulnerable children that we 
care for and one of them 
(David) who is using his 
hands to move had fire 
accident. They house had 
been burned down and now 
I'm staying with him. 

Your brother in Christ 
Sadat 

Donations and requests for 
information may be sent to: 

Church of Christ 
Africa Mission 

3814 64th Drive 
Lubbock, TX  79413 
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Studying Revelation 
A look at Revelation 2:10 

Bro. Paul Warford 

 
Fear none of those things which thou 
shalt suffer 

One of the things that we want to 
remember here is that the seven 
churches in Asia represented the 
whole or complete church because 
that's what the number seven does. 
So not only is the promise of suffering 
given to the churches back then but 
it's also given to the churches of 
today. We should think it's no strange 
thing when we fall into different 
temptations. 

But Christ also wanted us not to fear. 
Remember he is walking in the midst 
of the seven golden candlesticks 
which are the churches, so he walks 
amongst us today to give us strength 
and encouragement in all the trials 
and temptations that we face. He 
gives us the full armor of God so that 
we can protect ourselves from the 
wiles of the devil so there's absolutely 
no need to fear. In the parable of the 
talents the servant that received only 
one talent, his main fault was, “I was 
afraid and went and hid thy talent in 

the earth.” Fear is what caused his 
failure. 

1Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear: because 
fear hath torment. He that feareth is 
not made perfect in love. 

God does not want his people in 
torment, so instead of fear he gives 
them love. 

behold, the devil shall cast some of 
you into prison, that ye may be tried; 

While it may be an actual man that 
puts the affliction and persecution 
upon you notice who the ringleader 
is, it's the old devil. We are not in any 
way to blame the actual man for the 
persecution that we go through. He is 
simply being used by Satan. 

2Ti 2:24-26  And the servant of the 
Lord must not strive; but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient,  

2Ti 2:25  In meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth;  

2Ti 2:26  And that they may recover 
themselves out of the snare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will.  

That the devil takes and uses those 
that he would is abundantly clear in 
this passage. 

Rev 2:10  Fear none of those things 
which thou shalt suffer: behold, the 

devil shall cast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye 
shall have tribulation ten days: be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will 

give thee a crown of life.  
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Putting Christians into prison at this 
time was not an uncommon thing. 
The apostle Paul himself put many 
Christians in prison when he was yet 
Saul. John was most likely banished to 
the Isle of Patmos, where he wrote 
Revelation, for preaching the gospel 
of Christ. If we ever do have to go to 
prison for preaching the gospel of 
Christ, I pray that I have the strength 
to live up to the beautiful example 
given to us by Paul and Silas of singing 
while in prison. In fact I plan on 
rattling the bars if they ever put me in 
prison. 
1Pe 1:7 That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ:  

God has always tried the faithful, he 
wants to be assured of their love for 
him. Remember the story of Abraham 
and Isaac, how Abraham was offering 
his son, his only son, upon an alter 
because God asked him to. 

and ye shall have tribulation ten days 

Commentators either seem to ignore 
this passage or they show two 
different ideas about it. Either it's 
talking about a literal 10 days that 
means the persecution would be 
short, giving the church the 
encouragement that it won't last long 
or they use the year for day theory 
from the Old Testament and it means 
that it'll be 10 years long. B.W. 
Johnson says that the Diocletian  
persecution of the church lasted for 

10 years and three months. 

Wikipedia says this about the 
Diocletian persecution, 

The Diocletian or Great Persecution 
was the last and most severe 
persecution of Christians in the 
Roman Empire. 

I personally believe that it could be 
either one or possibly could mean 
both. 

be thou faithful unto death 

While I believe this statement could 
be used to indicate a full long life of 
servitude, I don't think that's what it 
really means. Considering the 
persecutions that the Lord knew the 
church would face, it is my sincere 
belief, that he is telling them to be 
faithful to him even if it causes their 
death. 

and I will give thee a crown of life.  

Tom Wacaster has this to say “The 
savior was speaking of something far 
greater and glorious than some 
earthly crown. Faithful Saints will 
enjoy the crown of life. Peter called it 
a crown of glory, Paul called it a crown 
of righteousness, and James called it a 
crown of life. It is also called an 
incorruptible 
crown. We should 
note here the 
certainty of it, for it 
is Christ who has 
promised it. 
 

In Christian Love, 
Bro. Paul Warford 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire


Do you or your congregation have sermons on paper or video you’d 
like listed on our Church of Christ history website? 

Just let us know by emailing us at ChristianCourier1Cup@gmail.com. 
YouTube videos are best, and permanent Facebook videos 

will work as well. In fact, Videos from any source are acceptable 
if they’re not auto-deleted after a certain amount of time. 
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Guess Who??? Answer: Bro James & Sis Ruby Brown, with daughter Patsy 


