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The Mightv Power Of God.

The ‘power demonstrated at the resurrection of Lazarus.{John II:I-46)
"Jesus therefore agaln groaning in himaelf cometh to the grave. It
' was a tave,and a stone lay upon 1t. Jesus said, take ye away the sto
-ne. 'Marth ‘the sister of him that was dead, eaith unto him,Lord,by
‘this time he stihkébh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith

"'n unto her,sals I not unto thee »1T thou wouldst believe,thou shouldst
. . see the glory of God? Then they tock away the atone(from the place)

where the dead wae lald. And Jesus lifted up hie eyes,and said,

"Father I thank thee that thou hast ‘heard me. And I. knew that thou hea

~rest me always: but because .of the people which etand by I said it,
that they might belleve that thou hast sent me. And when he had thus
spoken,he eried with a loud veice;Lazarus,cone forth. ‘And he that was
dead,came forth,bound hand .and foot with grave clothesiand his face
wasg bound with a napkin. Jesus. saith unto them,loose ‘hin and let him
~go." (John II:38-44) Human eyes: ‘witnessed a- resurrection of the dead.
even that of a decayin& and - cdious- body! How can the unsaved doubt
‘the power of God? . Yes human eyes saw the Son of God- ¢all- forth the
dead from the grave. Human cars. heard that ¢all,and with nortal eyes
saw Lazarus come forth from the tomb. They saw him loosed and they
g8aw him that was dead,walk away. from his tomb allvel ' Tnat scene of
long ago, demon&trated the mighty power of God,and that of his Son,
Jesus Christ.. .. To the members of every denomination onr-earth,and to

- every non—church -member,I ask why you have so ‘1ittle Paith in Jesus

- ChPrigt? Are. you not aware that Jesus Christ purchased hls- church

- with his own bleod?  Are you not aware that ‘Jesus Chriet established

his church for you,as well as for me? Why are you per&uaded that the
Church of Christ is not for you?? YWhy are you convinced that one

" church 18 as good ag another?? The Church of Christ is the bloocd bou

—-ght,blood cleansed institution of GOD, and -wag -made to receive all

- people,of all nations,whom will ob53 ALL of the commandments of God.

(Tsa*ah 2:2,3) Besides, God-did NOT authorize the building of subs-

"~ ~titute- churchea,neither did Jeaus Christ exhort anyone -to become a

membey of: any - -denomination in:-existence!l To.what does the Lord add

- thoss’ that<are being.saved? . To.the EXKLESTA (church)dcts 2:47.
2What 18 “the Ekklesia? The Assembly,body of Christ (Soma of Christ)

How many ‘bodies has Christ? Ang. Eph.4:4; .. En. goma.,méaning:0One BODY.
I8 the church and body-of Chrigt: exactly the one and same thing????
Ans Eph.I 22 23 "Kal - auton- - edoken kepnalen uper: panta

Ahd - him gave(to-be)nead ' &ver-all- things
te - ekkleaia etis estin : to goma auton. T
to  assembly ~ whivh . is o ooohis body.

| . The church and ‘body- of" Ghriat are exaotly the ohe and’ same thing.
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PAGE 2. Hebrews I2:2I-24. The Greek -N.T.,With translation.

Kai outos phoberon en to phantazomenon {(That) Moses

And B0 ~fsarful- - was  the spectacle = Moses .
elpen ekphobos eimi kai enbromos alla proseleluthate
gald-greatly-afraid-I am and trembling but ye have come to
Slon orei kai  polei Theou zontos Isrousalem’

Slon mount and-the-city of God (the) living Jerugalem
epoupanips kal muriasin _aggelon - panegurel kai
heavenly and to-myriads - of-angels wuniversal gathering and
ekklesia prototokon T o-.en - ouranals = apogegramménon
assembly of-{the)firstborn({ones) in(the heavens registered

kal = krlte-thepsg-panton kai .. ~bhepmasin dikaion .
and-to-the- judge-God~of-all-and to(thelspirits of(the)just |
tetelelomenon. —wrme-—wienooo_ T e oL
who-have been_perfected.-~————+————-—-—4—-f—r—%——~——~w-——f-—~ ~~~~~~

- Compare the Gréek text with your Xing James,or any other N.T.
This translation iz just as literal as it can be made without perwert-

-ing the-actual meaning. - 01d Moses was actually scared at  the sig-
ht he saw,I bring thils. point to your attention,because some folks
‘clalm that the word "Fear'means only "reverence". .Tn most cages. the

word FEAR does mean REVERENCE when used in connection with God..

SBuch ag:- Fear God and keep his commandments. But the meaning used by
Moses ., "Outos phoberon" literally means 'fearful, besides Moses said:
ekphobos eimi ' kal . entromos. Meaning: Greatly afraid L am and trembl-
ing. The King James Version says of verse 22, "But ye are conme
unto meunt 3ion" = The Greek says:But ye have come to Sion mount"
Explanation: The word "Unto" is usually tranglated "Toward". The word
"To" usually means "Arrived at". Not. ecessarily "Into"....iuvinuns
Brethren/ Sisters: , e _ o o

If you want & better New Testament than the King James Version, I
advige that you gé¢t "The K Living Oracles" version. This translation

by George Campbell, James McKnicht,Philip Doddridge. Prefaces,various
ememdations and an appendix by Alexander Campbell. $5.00 Plus postage
The language ls geml-modern,much easier to understand than the K.J.V.
Get 1t at your local bookstore, or order from: James S.L.Morse. Rt.2
Hammon ,Okla. . Postage is about 25¢°

Thug Salth The Lord ,Is being mailed in bundles or rolls to the follo-
wing pergons for distribution in the congregation where they worship.
Bro.Claude Perigen, I9 coples. Bro.Wesley Orendorff. I2 coples.
Bro.3eth E.Stout. IO copies. Bro.J.H.Lsckey.IO copies. 6 coples to
Bro.James Vandsrpool. I0 copics %o Sig.Pansie Keele. 8 copies fo Bro.
E.M.Polan. TII copileg to Bro.Wllliam Goldtrap. 5 copies to Bro.R3.0.
Clements. IO copies. to J.W.Bedingfield. 2 copies to Bro.Ed Atchley.

5 copies to Bro. Arthur Farrar. 5 copies. to F.H.Logan.{(3ro.) - -
Bundles of edltion no.I & no.2 were gent veo:Bro.J.D.Logan. I8 copies.
Bro.J.%WBedingfield. 20 copies. Other individuals received from one
to three copieg esach. Brethren: I am quite sure that not enough
were coples were sent to many congregations, simply because T do not
know how many copies you need. It would be foolish %o send 20 copiles
to a congregatlion of 5 or 6 mombers, I-do not have a surplus of copies
g0 I do not want to waste them. Please write and tell me how many
copleg to mail to each congregation. Write your request to: James 3.
L.Morse, Rt.2. Hammon,Okla. The scripture says:"Dear ye one another's
burdens,and so fulfil the law of Christ." (Gal.&:2)




Page 3. Brethren: We reprint part of an article found in "It Is
Written". Sept.I957 issue.. - e R _ :

We. invite all who pass this way;tc meet with us. Sunday morning wor-
ship at 10:30, Sunday evening wovrship at 7:00, Wed. evening at 7:00.
Market Avenue--Church of Chirigt.,Ss&n Pablo,Calif. This article by Bro.
Amos Bever. -Brethren, Did you-notize the zeal manifested by this
congregation of the Lord's church??  Those Brethren in San Pablo
have a ZEALOUS Chrietlan spirit,assemble (They assemble) for worship
~and perhaps for teaching, THREE TIMES PER WEEK. Thoge Brethren are
making a real effort to teach,convert and save the lost. They are
generous with their time,talent,labor and money. They make a mighty
effort to edlfy the chuepch. Those brethren have a ZEAL of God accord-
. 1ng. to scripture knowledge,they reverence God enough to assemble and
"worship him 3 times per week. (They have the. Seripture for it)

I most sincerely hope to see the day when every congregatlon in the
brotherhood will assemble 3 or more times per week,if and when that
happens,we wlll see a thriving-growing church. To make the church
grow,requires time,talent,zeal and lots of work. The membership must
be 1Interested in all activities of the church, they must have the des-
ire to assemble often for worship,teaching and fellowship. = They must
have a’deep ablding 1love for the truth,plus ‘the desire to learn more
of the wopd ,and o impart the word to others. They must have a love
for thelr fellowman,and a burning desire to gave the lost. Wherever
truly zealous Christiane exist,we will find s 1live,working,growing

church.: . Brethren: Let us ALL quickly develope more zegal toward ser-

e

ving God. Let us glve generously of our time,talent and money to God.
LET US_BEGIN _SERVICES THREE TIMES PER WEFK. LET US HAVE "2 or MORE
"GOSPEL MEETINGS PER YEAR WITH ONE MEETING HELD IN OUR MEETING HOUSE,
AND THE OTHER MEETINGS 10 BE HELD IN A TCWN, OR COMMUNITY WHERE THE
_LORD'S CHURCH IS8 NOT E3TABLISHED. Remember: Jesus said, Go teach,
but Jesus did not tell us to ‘Btay home and say: COME. Read Matt.28:19,
20..Mark I6:I5,I6. Luke 24:47, -How often did the Lord add the saved
‘to the church? "----and the Lord added to the church DAILY such as
should,be sayed" Acts 2:47. The evidence shows that TEACHING,PREACHING
AND BAPTIZING. WAS BEING DONE DAILY, In plain words the church was
- ACTIVE DATLY. Ve quote vérses 4I,42,and L6:of Acts "Then they that
gladly received his word were baptized:and the-same day there were
. added unto them-about 3000 gouls. And they continued steadfagtly in
the :apostles doctrine and felleowship and in breaking of bread and in
prayers. And they- continued daily with one accord in the temple,and
. breaking bread from house to house,did eat their meat with gladnesgs
~and singleness of ‘heart” Ve have enough scripture to support 7 ser-

- lces. per week! . NOW LET US give the Lord of our tlme and,talent and

love,worshlip and work,at least 3 times per week.. Now if there be any
congregations that will change over to 3 aérvices per week,write me
etating your servicé schedule,which I will print and extend to you my
congratulations. Who will be first to hold 3 services ver week??
Brethren: We have NO Bible excuse for Not -holding 3 or more services
per week.  Question. You hold a 5 to IO nights meeting,now please
- read slowly and carefully. If we have no gcripture for 3 or more ser-
- vices per week,then we have no seripture for a 5 to IO night meeting
. and we have committed sin. No ifs, no Bute,nc maybe's,if we have the
" scripture for several nights meéting,them we have the scripture for 3
. oL more services per week. Obviously,We will have to limit rartaking

. of ‘the Lord's Supper to the first of.the ‘week. . But the teaching,

.preaching,prayer,and song service,that we' dan have 3 or more times per
week.  This by Evangelist.James S.L.Morse. .



PAGE 4. . I

L Publighers Statement, . - -

"Thus Saith The Lord” Is owned,edited and published by: Evangelist

_ James ‘3.LiMérse, ,Hammon,Oklahoma » Route 2. = . . s
Thus Saith The hord is published twice per month,and is supported by

' Contrihitions.. -This is a non-profit enterprise. Thus 3aith The Lord
As being read from coast to coadt,from Washington to Massachusetts;
_Trom Texas to Colorado.,also from Florida to Kansas. We solicit whit-
ten artigles for-publication ..We reserve the right to reject all art-
icles deemed detrimental  to the church,ahf to this publication......
‘We prefer short articles,but we will accept long articles and print

. them In two or more installments. We want articles cesigned to edify
the lost,also articles designed to.edify the church,and to stimulate
“the church into activity. ¥e are willing. to correct errors,when brou-
"ght to our attention. - . _Brethren: Let. us hear from _you.. .. S

e e e B e e e e T T e e e e e e i e e R e B S T T B o ek . s e e i e " e o .

-Brethren / Sisters: I need news from all congregations. If you are
disappointed with. the small amount of news. found in “Thus Salth The
Lord", jugt remember that I must reéceive news in order to publish ‘news.

- Address: all matl to: James S.L.Morse Fammon,Okla.: Rt 2. Write soon.

The Hireling Pasor System By J.8.L.M°

Our objections to. the hireling pastor system-will be ¢learly stated in
this article. The hireling pastor ig usually a man who may or may

- not qualify as an elder,{pastor) Yishcp. - In somb sects,women are ele-
‘vated into the office of pastor. B How dees the pastor aveiem work???
Ang. A congregation seclects -a-well educated man & hire: aim %o prea-
‘ch-their form of dottrine to the church in one geographic:i location

“for a period of 2 yrs of morgs The pHstor oversees thé wrilre congre-
- gation,thus usurpling thé work- of a plurality of elders. -The pastor or
bishop asg ne ig some times called,is tnstalled ad;an earthly "head!

over all activities of that one congregation. In .some sects the pas-
tor is a dictator's straw pose.;In other sectg the pastor is the
dlctator. The pastor aystem *s a form of Roman Catholicism,borrowed
from the one man head over the universal church,plus the 1dea of &ub
~* heads qver one or more churches {congregations). Tac pastor gyatem ‘is
a variation of several variations of the Catholic system. Unfortunate-
ly variations 6f the sectarian pastor.systenm have crept into some con-
gregations of the lord's church,without one command,example or precept
to support them. ' In some inetahces,anie elder in a congregation will
‘set himself up as "Dictator',and rule with an iron hand,serving as a
-~ pastor. Again,there is no such cemmand,example. nor precept in holy
. wrlt. In Acts. 20:I7 "and from Miletus he sent t¢ Ephesus,and called
".theé elders of the ‘¢hurch" (elders,plural number) Paul charged Titus
~to: Orbdain elders in every cify as I had asppointed thee.!Titus I:5)
No' seripture bagls for an sldér,pastor or bishop to rule over any one
congregation or group. of conghegations. The word of God stipulates
a plurality of. elders in every city. Titon I:5. The elders are the
OVERSEERS of the flock. Acts 20:28. - Perhaps some. brother would.
like to go into more detail on this subject,if so,write a detailed ’
articie system pastor on, and send it to "Thus Saith The Lord" for
publication.. Let ug havoe an.article on "The Unity Of The Church'
4lso on "Cooperation' "How to-expédite the work of the church".
Bro.J.W.Bedingfield, We would appreciate an article by you, on "Co-
operation'. Brethren: You have.an equal opportunity to write for pub-

lication, except any brother who 1s known to be an INNOYATOR is barred.
TR A SR S %%*'ﬂ-****%‘ s SRR 3f b S 9 SR H et Wi A3



PAGE 5. God's Saving Power! What Is It?

The best answer that anyone.can give to a Bible guestion ig:A Bible
answer. "For I am not ashamed of the glad Tidings (Gospel) of Christ
:For power of God it is unto salvation to everycne that believes,both
to Jew rirst and to Greek:" (Romans I:I&) (Greek W.T.) The glad tidi-
ngs of Christ is God's power that brings s person unto (Toward) sal-
vation by revealing the truth that Cod provided a Baviour to save man
- from his sing. Mats.TI:2T. By revealing the sufferimg,crucifixion,
death,burial and resurrection of the Christ to mankind. Then by tea-
ching mankind the gospel plan of salvation,ie,teaching him what com-
mandments that he must obey 1n order to receive salvation,plus teachi-
ng how to obey those commands. God's Word edifies man,it causes him
to think,reason,believe and obey those commands,thereby bringing man
into safety,into the Church of Carist. hen we have heard the glad
tidings, and believe those glad tldings,then God has given us the po-
wer to become sons of God. "But as many as recelved him,to them gave
he power to become sons of God,even to them that believe on his name!
(John I:I2) Where was this power? In the Incarnate Word, Jesus
Chirigt the Son of Godl - Jesus Carist is the word of God. (John I:I4)
What is the power to become the gons of God? The knowledge of God rev
-ealed to manlkin® which gives the necessary knowledpe,authority,and
power to obey the law of God that will make Chrigtians of-all who - ebey
in faith and truth. - The VWord convincesg us that we are sinners. 2nd
That we are lost by beling aleinated from God. 3rd. The word convinces
“us that we cannot escape "hell ‘without -obedience to God s The Word pro-
‘mised. ug salvation:if we obey” the commandments of God. The Word tea-~
cheg us that in order t6, avoid dying. in our §ins,and rémaining 1in-the
- @roup which is condemned to hell,we must belleve that Jesug is the
'Ghrist,the Sor of God. (Jonn 8:24) - Agatn the Word teaches us that it
18 necessary to.répent- of ‘our eins,or perish. (Lukg I3:53,5.) God's
- saving power'warns ug that -we must-confess the name of -Christ before
men,in order that Christ will confess us before ‘his Fathér in heawen.
Matt T0:32333.. The mbrdﬁteache&.us;that in, prder to receilve remission
of sins, we must be baptized for that purpose. Acts 2:38,and 22:I6.,
algo for the purpose of éntrance INTO Christ. Gal.3:27. To whon ig
the power to become gons of God,given? -To all. "Ever td them that bel
-ieve on his name". Those who attempt to Justify'Faith Only" mis-use
that pasgage a8’ fhey do many others. Explanation. Jesus is not pres-
ent that we nay see Him in the flesh,that we may see nls miracles and
belleve on him,so he gave power to become. sons of God,tc those who can
- —not gsee himc, yet believe on him through thé“recorded word. "These
things have I written unto you that believe on.the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life,and that ye may believe
onr the name of the Son of God"(John 53I3} - And many other signs truly
--dld.Jegus in the preserice of his dlsciples,which are not written in
- “thls book:but these are written,that ve might believe that Jesus is the
- . Chrigt,the Son of God;and that beilleving ye might Have life through his
name" (John'ZQ;30,31)_'-We_shquld not’ confuse the saving power of God
“ with %the grace (Favor) of -God, for they -are.not. thé same thing.

--q.__._..._._—-_—._.-..A_._.--.-.__.,...-_---—-....-.--.....—-...._-.—..____.a-—.._._-......--._—H..,..—._-_.....—..,-——.u..___.“.__....._..__,,._..,_._,_._

NOTICE. - In the 3rd edition of "Thius Saith The Lord".Page 8., In our
exegesis of I Cor.IT:23-26. Ye stated: ”Jesqutoqk-the;gup;he supped,
(Then we interpolated "Drank" which 1s in error. MIT the word DRANK,
and DISREGARD 1t entirely.' -According to the Greek,the words: "SUP,and

SUPPED" pertain to eating a meal. Sorry the error-erept in.The editor.
PSRRI de b S b S G S e S
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PAGE 6. : S ' D
NEWS _ITEMS. WE have a letter from BroilAmos S.Bever of San Pablo,
Callif. Aprll 7,1959. "Dear Bro.Morse: I received a copy of "Thus
- salth The Lord" from Bro.Jack Cooper, I think the effdrt that you are
- putting forward to have a church paper is wonderful: We the Church of
Christ need the means of communication very much,as we are go I.r apa-
rt ,being the -only way that we can get together is through a guid

Christian paper. .We have a small congregation here in San raslo.
We meet at I0:30 each Sunday morning,at IW33 Market Avenue. San Pablo,
Calif. 1f any of you are ever out thils way we would be glad ‘o nave

7

you meet with us. - ¥Yours in Christ. ' _Amog 8 . Pever,Thank you Bro.Bever
Broken Bow,0kls . News. o " ' '

We have a good letter from Bro.R.C.Clements,of Broken Bow. He writes:
Dear Bro.Morse: - ' . ' S sE - _

Have recelved two of the papers "Thus Saith The Lord",and glad to get
1t,hope it will continue and grow. I am gerdlng $2,00 to help on the

- expence. And senging you a few ' nameés. Thé church here at Broken Bow
is getting along very well. We have ned 3 ¢ome back to the church,
lately,and have hopes of others soon. Bro.Clements extends a welcome
to: Anyone. passing down tHis way is invitéd to worship with us. Ve -
are 3 blocks north of the raillroad on Hiway 2I. The Church of Christ.
R.C.Clements. We rejloice with the Brethren of Broken Bow,that 3 have
returned to the Masters Fold. Thank you Bro.R.C.Clements,for the
-good letter,assistance and news. : ‘ _ _ Ty _
Colter News.. _— ' k & wOE g L

- We had geveral visitors last Lord's Day March 5%th. Bro.& Sis.Ed

Atchley of Elk City,0kla. Sias.Ogletree, Elk City.  Bro.& Sis.Arthur
Farrar of Elk City, R.F.D.2. Earnest Dunlap,and hie Moi2z> “Aunt"Lou
Dunlap,of Elk City. Sis.Heacham,of Wocdward,Okla’. Siy.Puiricia Masgey

-of Clinton,Okla..  Those whom we missed from the service were: Bro.
& Sis.Chester Larimore. Bro.Glen Dean Peterson. Bro.Ike Peterson,

- who-was 111, Brethren Edward Clifft,and Jimmie J.Clifft. Bro.& Sis.
‘Claude Alilson. - We-hope these can’be with us'next Lord's Day.

- Bro.& S5ig.Ed Atchley, 3is.Cgletree of Elk City,0kla. Bro.& Sig.A.M.
Rennels,of Carpenter,Ckla.,and Evangelist. James S.L.Morae,of Hammon,
Okla., spent the afternoon visiting Bro:& Sis.Arthur Farrar,and family
We certainly enjoyed.the: bountiful dinner,and the pleasent visit.

T believe Bro.A.J.Rennelsg called on Bro.& Sis. AWM. Rennels,later in
the evening.. - o - T g '

e e i e e v e e e e e e e e et e i i e ] P R ek g e e

Brethren / Sister: Why dont you send mé'some.NEWS????_-

- PLEASE SEND ME S30ME NEWS. How often do you hold services? Where are

. you meetlng for worship? . Eas onyone gotten married lately? Any bapt-
isms 7?7~ Any regtoratlons ? - Deaths ? Are you having a Spring meéting?
Who. preaches for you? Whére are your meeting house located? Give
directions to reach you. - Do you like: "Thug Saith The Lord",If so,
how many .coples does the congregation nedd ? Do you want. extra copies
to give away? 'ill the congregation help support Thie Saith The Lord?
Please write all news that you mant published to; James S.L.Morse
.Rt.2. Hammon,0kla. There is NO charge for publishing your news.

Help. make thig paper- interesting with your neWws,also with Bible lessons
Preachers: Do ypu'want sermon cutlines published in Thus Saith The
Lord??????. Now lets quit being basnful and do. plenty of -writing.
Evangelist.James S.L.Morse S -
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PAGE 7. The Grace QOFf God - By Jamesg S.L.Morse

"For by grace are ye saved through faith,and that not of yourselves:

it ls the gift of God:Not of works,lest anyman should boast" (Eph 2:8,
9) A favorite text of the Baptist denonination,but it gives their
falth only doctrine no comfori. Their claim of salvation by "Faith
Onlg" denies the grace of God,and contraiicig holy writ. tVhat is the
grace of God? Grace and love work together as a team,but grace and
love are not thentically one and same thing. Love is the motivating
force that causes grace to be bestowed upon undeserving manzindg.

Grace is the favor of God to faller mamking. Love cauged or motivated
God to sacrifice hig only begotten Son for the redemption of fallen
man. - Proof. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begott-
en Son,that whosoever believeth in him snould not berish,but have ever
lasting 1ife" (Joan 3!76). Grace most certainly is a favor. When
God looked upon fallen humanity,nis love for his creation of intellig-
ent beings prevailed upon him to favor them with salvation,namely to
provide for them a Saviour. Let us exanlne a temporal exarple of love,
and favor. 4 man falls inyo a well,and he is uhable to rescue himself.
I discover the man in the well. Wy love for a fellow man metivates me
to extend a favor to hin by rescuing him from the well. Thus we sce
the love,plus grace({Favor) working Gogether unto{Towards)the salvaticn
(Rescue of man) But all .cf God's instructions must be obeyed BEFORE *
the rescue can be completed. How to the man In the well,I extend a’
strong rope to him,and inetruct him to tie the rope Becurely about his
body,but suppose he disobeys the instructlion and wrape the rope loosely
about his. body/. I begin to pull him up,but the rope. slips and he
faile back into the well.- My love for him motivated me. to extend
grace (Favor) , I.began the regcue,but do to disobedience he thwarted
the rescue. The man believed that I would regcue nim,so he had-a lit-
tie faith,but hie faith was to weak to believe that he should obey my
2nd command, therefore he substituted his own idea as to how the rope
was to be secured,and by his didobedlencerhe cauged the fallure of hisg
regscue. - So 1t is with the Baptist and other gects,they believe that
Jesus Christ is God's Son,they want God's love and grace{Favor) but
They will not accept God's plan of salvation. They. substitute their
own plan of salvation which God cannot,and will not accept,thereby _
they reject the Christ and prevent their own rescue from gin and spir-
itual death. It is a sad but true statement ,many people have no
love for the truth,and for this resson God will send thesm a strong de-
iluslon to .believe a lie. Proof. 2 Thess.2:IL,I2. "And with all dece
iveableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;because they receiv’
ed not the love of the truth,that they nmight be saved. . And for thig
cause God shall send them strong delusion that they should believe a.
tie: That they all might be damned who believe not the truth,but had
pleasure dn unrighteousness'  Tes,the grace of God hath appeared =
unto all men,but not all men have falth. M11llions have. the whong
faith (There is one faith, Eph.4:4) and will be damned because - they -
receive not the love of the truth. A few have the one faith,and they
are in the Lord's Church, the Church of Christ. By . T
I believe this article will fully answer a question concérning the-
meaning of grace,that was raised last Lord's Day April 5th. '
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Brethren: I have begun a lenghty article on"theeldership and who can
quaLify for that office" This article will be published in twWo ingt-
allments. 3ave this 4th edltion,ther when. edition no.5 arrives,you

can read the whole article af cne time,that way you will profit more

from the article... J.S.L.M



Page 8. The Eldershlp and Who Can Qualify For That Office.

In Acts I5:6 "And the apostles and eldsrs came together for to consiad. .
er of this matter" Now I refer you to Acts I5:I-3I. Here we Tind

the elders of the church refered to,NOT the Jewish elders of Judsismn
nor of the Sanhedrim court. The elders of the church of Christ,are
1ts official rulers under Christ. In Acts I5:6. We find the apostles
and elders digcussing the matter of clreumecision,which the Jews: were

trying %o bind on the church. Under the above circumstances,we find .
the apostles involved,but after the death of the epostles,we find the
elders highest in authority,except under certain circumstances which
I shall describe Jater. Now to the qualification of elders.I Tim 3:I
~II. And Titus I:5-9. "this 18 a true saying,if a man desire the of-
fice of a bishop,he deslres a good work. A bilshop then must hebblame

- less,the husband of one wife,vigilant,sober,of good behaviour,given %o
hospltality,apt to teach; not given to wine,no striker,not greedy of

- filthy lucre;but patient,not a brawler,not covetous;one that rules we’
1l his own house,having his children in subjection with all gravity;
(for if g man not know how to rule nis own house,how shgll he take
care of the church of God/?} "Not a novice,lest being lifted up with
pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil' We ghall consider
the quallfications in Titus,later in this artiocle. The qualifications
are:I.The man muet desire the office of elder. 2. Must be blameless.

3.the husband of ONE wife. 4 Vigilant. 5.3cber. 6.0F good behaviour.
7.Given to hospltality. 8.Apt tc teach. 9.Not given to wine. I0.No
‘Striker. II.Not greedy of filthy lucre.. I2.Patient. I3.Not a brawler.
Ik.Not covetous. I5.Rules well his own ,hae his children in subjecticn
with all gravity. I6.Not a novice.I7. Mugt have a good report of those
that are without. Count and study each point. (I? qualifications) :
We must point out that the qualifications in Titus I:5-9,must be added
to the qualifications in I Tinm 3:I-II. Titus I:5-9 "For thils cause

left I thee in Crete,that thou should set in order the things that are

wanting,and ordain €lders in every city,as I had appointed thee:(J)
If any be blameless,the hushand of one wife (2} having FAITHFUL ohil-
dren not accused of rict or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless,

a8 the steward of God.(3) Not self willed,(4) not soon angry.not giv-
en to wine. No striker,Not given to. filthy Iucre,But a lover of hospi
tality, ($)A lover of good men,sober,(6) Just, (73 Holy, Temperate,(8)

Holding fast the faithful word that he has been taught,that he may be . -

eble bg sound doetrine both to exhort and to convince the gaingayers"
25 Qualifications. - I understand the scripture to mean that a’ man
must possess all of those qualifications to qualify for the oldership.
Now to some points where careless brethren err from the falth. Ist.
Some will put & bachelor intc the eldership,but I see that holy writ .
says that a man must e the husband of one wife. 2nd.The man posgesail -
ng only one child is often found in the eldership. The scripture says
"Having FAITHFUL CHILDREN,PLURAL. The Greek says in Titus T:6."Pigta
Tekna,meaning "BELIEVING CHILDREN". Children,PLURAL. Plsta means
"Belleving"” Tekna means children,PLURAL, Never means Child,singular.
The authorities for the above statements are :Thé Greek N.T.,and
Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon. Two' standard authorities. W, o
This article will be coheluded in the 5th edition of this paper.
Please study thls article carefully and let 'the truth dawn on you...
Service at Colter isg at II:00 A.m. Sunday.  Come worship with us...
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