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‘This issue of the Christian Courier 1s the first of a series pub-
lished by the congregation at Yakima, Washington, All members of the
staff are happy that they can take part in this part of the vineyard
of the Lord, The result of our labor is for the purpose of glori -
fy God and helping His children.

The publishing address has changed, but the goal of the Courier
remains the same, It will continue to be a source of information for
the brotherhood in the Church,” It will continue to be a place where
letters written by the brethren are printed and shared with others.

It will continue to be an uplifting experience for the reader as it
has been in the past. ; : : :

Since it is the purpose of the Courier to be informative and up~-
lifting, there must be certain guidlines by which we must abide. All
materiai which is scriptural, instructive, corrective (but not malic-
ous), and uplifting is suitable for print in the Courier. When writ-
ing letters to our brethren let us remember Paul's words.to the Ephesians,
recorded in Chapter 4:29, 31-32: "Let no corrupt communication proceed
out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that
it may minister grace unto the hearers. Leét all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put avay from you, with
all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's gake hath forgiven you."

Letters sent for publication, which in the opinion of the Elders
of the Church (Yakima congregation), tend to be contrary to the Scrip-
tures, maliciously attack a brother or congregation, or are written
without apparent forethought of the consequences, will be returned to
the author with the sincere hopes that the author will take a second
look at his letter and reconsider or rewrite what he has written.

We realize that many of those who have been added to Christ's
body would like to take part in this work of the Courier by writing
articles and letters. They have not done so, however, because of what
they feel as "lack of writing ability", If this has been your concetn,
please read the following carefully! Everyone has something to say
that could help a brother or sister. If you have a message for the
readers of the Courier, please write it down to the best of your a-
bility. Then attach a note to the letter and tell us the part which might
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need some attention by us (it may be spelling, punctuation, word usage,
or whatever).- Then mail-it to the address on the front page of this
edition. It will appear jn the Courier as all other letters do. (It
may take courageé to ask for help, but think of the people you may help
by doing 80.)

' Age is no excuse for not writing. The young are mislead by think-
ing that what they have to say is not important. The old are mislead
by thinking that what they have to say has been said before and will
be ignored again. The reality is that the old need to know what the
young are thinking so that they can help them. The young need to know
about. the pitfalls of 1ife that the old have experienced. And ve meet
somewhere in the middle together., S0 there is a mneed for letters from
all the brethren, regardless of age. :

We of the Courier will work to the beét,bf-ourvqbility to ensure
the success of this publication to the good’of_the brotherhood. Keep
in remembrance, however, that it will reapb”its.grgatest—peak when °
everyone supports it as well as reads its —F

SRy 3 ¢ The Courier Staff

. AUTHORITY IN RELIGION

In the world today, we find hundreds of religious beliefs. The
great majority of these beliefs claim to come from God. Because of
this, people become.confused._'where do.we get our religious authority?
Simply put, all truth comes from God. So isn't this where we should
search for our authority? First, we nust recognize the need for author-
ity in religion.. Without authority (or standards) all would be mass
confusion. For example, one ‘of ‘the low points in Jewish history is
recorded in Judges 21:25: "The people had turned away from God and
Ylevery man did that which was right in his own eyes'. We as Christians
.realize that all our :pligious<authnrity comes from the Bible which is

the word of Cod. The N.T., scriptures are the only place we can go to
find ‘how we. can be. righteous in 'God's eyes and have a chance at eter=
nal life. So let us look at the chain of authority get up in the
gscriptures. _ : ' ,

1. God . Read the 45th chapter of Isaiah to find the great power
of God. Isaiah 45:18--19: "For thus saith the Lord that created
the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath
established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhhabited.
1 am the Lord, and there is none else.,..1 the Lord speak righteousness,
E declare things that are right," Verse 92: 'Look unto me, and be ye

-

aved, all the ends of  the eatrth: For I1-am God, and there is none else.

and keep His commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.
How does God show us his commandments? Heb)’f:%,i God, who at sundry
times_and]in divers mannexs spake in time -past unto the fathers by the
prophets hath in these last days spoken unto us by‘his-Son;J;.

1I. Christ’ Matt. 28:18 Christ said, ....All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth." But Christ said that hi's words were

\
cel., 12:13 Let us hear the- conclusion of the whole matter: Fear Ged,



~doctring.' " 'We r

Kot his own. John 8:28 . "When ye have lifted up' the Son of men, then

. shall ye know.that I am he, and that 1. do nothing of myself, but as my

Father hath taught me, 1 sﬁgak these things.'" Eph. 1:20-23" "“And
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him, to be the head over
all things to the Church. Ve realize that salvation i found in the
Church. Since Christ is the head of th®t Church, then it is logical .
chat he would have .the authority over the Church, . J _
How did Christ gaés.hia will on to us? Christ told his apostles,
that they would be led by the Holy Spirit. Johpn:16:13,14 -"Howbeit .
vher he, the Spirit of t®uth is come, he will guide you into all truth:
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak; and he will show you thirgs to come, Hé shall glorify
me; for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it wnto you." ,
Christ gave the gospel to his apostles and told ‘them to give it to
the world, The apostles were Christ's ambassadors. Acts 2:42,..those
people, that become Christians '"continued steadfastly in the: apostles
ealize that ambassadors can only carry out the orders
of their superiors, -Paul made it very clear that the gospel was from
Christ and that man had better not change it. Read céarefully the first
chaptex of Galatians: v.8,9 If angel or man bring any other gospel
let him be accursed, v..il,lz. Not received of men but by revelation
of Jesus Christ, et N ¢ Y. At ‘ VoA o]
The Holy Spirit led the writers of the N,T. in vhat they should

say unto us, But'are these words empugh for our salvation? = Yes!
II Tim. 3:16,17 "All scripture is’ given by, inspiration of God,-and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for.-instrucs
tion in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto 811 zo00d vorks,'  So vwe need nothing but God's word to
teach us what we must know for salvation,
1f ve atudy God's word we will be able to find answers for every

question 'we have.  Any doctrine that cannot be found.in the Bible is
foreign to God and not righteous in His sight. Ve are’ influenced by
many things in this world. But we must’ always be able to trace these
influences back to God. Let us check some of these influences which
can be sometimes good, sometimes bad, or always bad: :

1. Human creeds---Many religious beliefs are based on manuals, °

,diScipIinesg'Catgchisms which supposedly explain what the N,T.:teaches,
'But Paul told Timothy to study on his own.. The Bible is written in

=i

simple language. If a creed says more than the N.T, it says too much.
£ it says less than the N.T. it doesn't say enough; and if it says
the 'same thing it isn't necessary Rev. 22318-19. '

" 2. Feelings~-~-"1 feel it is g0, so it must be," The wise man
said-in Proy. 28:26 'He that trusteth in his own heart is a ‘fool:but
vhoso welketh wisely, he shiall be delivered.'' Even Paul 'said that he
felt he should persecute the Church, but he found” out that feelings
ueve -not good enough., ‘ SR ' - '



3, Parents~---Growing ug under Christian parents can be one of
the greatest blessings of thils life, They are a great gource of advice
on religious as well as other questions. But we must realize’ that just
because our parents believe something, doesn't necessarily make it so,
We should nmever believe anything that cannot be supported by the Bible,
Matt. 10:37 "He that loveth father or mother more than me 1s not worthy
of me," . = ‘

4. Conscience~--="Let your conscience by your guide," Acts 23:1
Paul seid that he had lived with a clear conscience hig wnole life;
even when he was persecuting the Church, As Christians, our consclence
should keep us out of all kinds of trouble. But our consciences must
be taught by the scriptures, Conscience is that faculty of mind that
tetls us whether we are doing right or wrong according to the way we
have been tsught. But like a clock that is set wrong, will always
be wrong, no matter how well It operates, :

5, Preachers=~---The faith of many is built upon the 'clergy’
or 'Heirarchy': for example, "I don't know, but my preacher does."
Preachers are men; men are fallible, Except when reading directly
from the Bible, every man is giving vhat he thinks, Now hopefully
we all try to speak the truth and nothing else, We who preach God's
word must be careful that all we teach is the truth, But when we listen
to anyone that is speaking from God's word we must be &s the Bereans
were in Acts 17:11 '"These were more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the scriptures daily, whether those things were gc." :

Hopefully, we see that all authority in religion must come from
gbd-through the scriptures, and if we look anywhere else, we will

Yours in Christ, - Richard Johnston

CHURCH NEWS

"Ag ‘cold ‘waters to a thirsty soul, so i§ good news from a far country.”
_ ' { R B ©  Prov, 25:25 '
Dear Brethren:- :

We want to thank everyone for the overwhéiming support of the -
Thanksgiving meeting at Chico this year, Throughout the meeting we
were blessed with good weather., It -got a little cold at times, but
it did not rain, : ' ‘ g

During the four days there were about 125 people (not at omne time)

representing nine different congregations. The meeting house was full
every meeting, which was a pleasure to see, It sure filled the building
with our singing. The Lord said, "To sing and make melody in your
heart. to the Lord,", and we sure had a lot of very good singing.

There is no finer music than the kind we heard during the meeting,

Ls time went on some of us seemed to become a little hoerse though.



Wle heard ten good lessong from different guest speakers. Regret-

table, even with three lessons a day, we were st{ll not able to hear all

the viaiting speakers, . ' -
le feel the fellowship with the different brethren, the singing,
and hearing different brethren speak, strengthened and encouraged all
of us, We hope it did the same for everyone that attended, P
' Sincerely, Chico Congregation
Clif Brockman ;

Greetings to all brothers and sisters in Chrigt:

A lot of things have happened here at Glenwood since the last
Courier. Most of 1t has turned out. to be good news, Most of the.
congregation here went to the meeting at Chico over the Thanksgiving
holiday. UWe can all say the meeting there was quite benificial for
each one of us, and join all other congregations. there in heartfully
thanking the people at Chico for their wonderful hospitality and -
preparation, ' \ ires

Noma Memeely, from Buckley, Wa,, and her two grandchildren have
been worshipping here since late November. She came to Washington
from Indiana; we enjoy her company.

Bob and Wilma Farley from Yakima visited us the weekend of Dec.
6-7. Bob presented a fine lesson for all. ! :

About 20 people from the Church of Christ at. Tacoma have been
attending Sunday evening services end occasionally morning services
for the last two months. They have requested .that we all would join
them in prayer concerning the unitg of their congregation, We are all
greatly moved that they care enough to share their burdens with us,

Brother Robert McCay left for Texaa in early December and his wife
Ellen flew down to join him Dec. 20. They are expecting to return in
early January,

Brother Wesley Orendorff, wife Robbye, and son Karl came up from
Encinitas, Calif. over Christmas and New Years holidays. We are
alvays glad to see them up here at their former home. These have
been the main-events for awhile here.

The Glenwocd Church of Christ sincerely hope that the 200th an-
niversary of this country will be a most pleastat, memorable, and
meaningful year for each family; because the living God in heaven
has made it for us.. : #1 ‘
. Written in Christian Love from the

Church of Christ at Glenwood, Wa. -

Brethren, =% I ;

Ue were priveledged along with abput 100 others to enjoy the camp
meeting at Chico over Thanksgiving. It was very enjoyable to see
brethrefi we had not seen in a long time and meet some we had never met
before., =



With three meetings a day and much talking and singing in be-
tween, most of us came away happy but hoarse. Many heard lessons by
brethren whom they had never heard before and possibly never would
have heard except for this type of meeting, . = . . _

There were brethren from' ten different congregations present,
Those who have never attended a‘meeting like this cannot realize what
they have missed. S :

The Lord blessed us with the time and money to travel extensively
this past summer. Nell and 1 were able to attend seven gospel meetings.
Some I spoke at and some I did not, I féel that I benefited from eac
of them greatly and those who have not' taken the opportunity to go to
gospé¢l meetings at other congregations cannot realize the fellowship,
singing, gospel sermons, and Christian love that they are missing out on.

Yet, we hear of congregations where the members not only do not
avail themselves of this blessing of helping out: other congregations in
their meetings, but do not make their own meetings known in time :for
brethren to go and help and be benefited. . ' 12 '

Brethren, we would urge you to not be slothful in the.Lord's busgi-
‘ ness, If you do not wish to support the paper finan¢ially or with
gospel articles, at least let us know the dates of your megtings and
the speakers so the news can be sent throughout the brotherhood, so
the brethren can come and support your meetings. It is hard to
support that which you don't know of or learn about too'late to make
arrangements to attend. Most ¢f us need time to make such arrange= .
ments. Lots of vacationg are set in January and February and are hard
to change, Our meeting at Yakima, Lord willing, will be April 4--11,
with brother Sewuy Boen of the Stillwel), Oklahoma congregation doing
the speaking. Any who can, please come and help in this endeavor.

v gd, 5o e - - Your ‘Brother in Christ,
' Howard McCay : o
Brethren, 3207, e3¥ R A #5) s Rl

Ve here at Yakima are in very good health considering the seadon
we are in, There are a feu who have been away because ‘of ‘the flu or
colds, but nothing very serious., d Fqats 3o M : 37k

Brother and sister Dan Ross have an _addition to their family,
Tara Lynn was born November 20, 1975.: She weipghed 5 1bs. 14 oz, -
Congratulations to them and praise be to God for a healthy new member,

Several have been gone from our congregation during the past
month, visiting with brethren from the other congregations. The maj-
ority are back with us again, '

Those who attended the short meeting at Chico told Of good ‘fel-
louship and a lot of Christian love overflowing. i

Brother Bill McCay Sr, held ‘a short meeting in Peoria, Arizona
during the week of Dec, 11-14. My mother and srandmother, Sister’



ilora Loveland were also in attendance.

We have had a few visitors and welcome any who can, to come
and meet with us and share our homes,

We are in the process of planning our Sprin meeting and further
details will follow in the next few issues of the Courier. Also, once
again 1 will say for the congregation here that we have several fine

speakers to hold meetings if you are in need of someone to.assist you

in holding a meeting. : - - "
Hope this finds all in good spirits and in good health, Our -
prayers are with you always. 'y : - ' .
In Christian Love for the Yakima
' Congregation, . . Mike McCay

1've got the Lord as a personal friend;,l talk to him’eéch ﬂay,
And when I lay down at night, it is-to Him 1 pray. e

1've walked many a mile with Him, over the countr}gide.
And if 1 stumble on my way, He's always by my side.

At times I have doubted if he was really Ehefé, e .
But He has always given me a sign to carry me through my despair, -

There was a little .problem, A few days ago. .. .- . = .
So 1 prayed to my Lord in earnest, On which way I should go.

He came to me in my darkened hour, With hiévgﬁtstrefché hand
To guide me on my way towards His promised land.. - .

Bro. Bob Farley, Yakima Congregation

Says I to myself as I grumbled and growled,

"'n sick of my church,' aud then, how I scowled *
"The members unfriendly; the s rmons too long;

In fact, it seems that everytl.ng's wrong.

T don't like the singing; the <hurch is a “isgrace,
For signs of neglect are &% ciz¢ the plaze :
1'11 quit going there, I won't z:ve a dime; -

I can make better use of my mcney and time,"

Then says my conscience to me, 2iys he,

The trouble with you is, you're too blind to see
That your church reflects you, vhatever it be.

Now come, pray and pay and serve cheerfully;

Stop all your fault finding and boost it up stromg,
You'll find you'll be happy and proud to 'belong';
Be friendly and willing and sing as you work, . .
For churches aren't built by Christians who shirk.

-

e et Canth bl s toat



How many of the following can you answer? Circle the
answer and then check ‘the scripture. '

1, When Joseph learned that his espoused, Matry, was with
child, his first inclination (before an angel of the.
Lord visited him in a dream) was to (Matt '1:18-20)
a. act as if he were the father-to-be
b. denounce her to the priests :

c. put her away without public éxposure
d. send her abroad

2. The wise men, seeing the star in the east, came to
a. Jerusalem c. Nazareth (Matt. 2:1-2)
b. Bethlehem d., Capernaum

3. The source of Herod's information as to the town where
the Christ was to be born was (Matt. 2:1-8 Micah-5:2)

a, the wise men c., Micah
b. his police d. Joseph
4, In Matthew, the number of wise men is (Matt. 2:1-12)
a. two ¢c. four
b. three d. unspecified
5. John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
wore a garment of (Matt. 3:1,4)
a. goatskin c. papyrus
b. camel's hair d. wool
6. After Jesus was baptized by John, he was led up into
the wilderness by (Matt. 4 1)
a, the Spirit of God ¢. . John the Baptist
b, the devil d.  no one

7. Jesusg left Nazareth and went to dwell in Capernaum,
when He (Matt, 4:12-13)
a. was reminded of the prophecy by Esaias
b, was dared by the devil to do so
c. thought He should be on the shores of Galilee
d. heard that John had been cast into prison

8. In the Sermon on the lMount, Jesus taught that (Matt 5:1-11)

a. '"Blessed are the meek, for they shall see Go

b. "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be called

_othe.children of God" e Hle

c. ''Blessed are the poor in spirit, for they shall in-
herit the earth"

d. "Blessed azelthey which are persecuted for right-
eousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven'



