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. Isish hz 3 Says-"Abruised xeef shai? ne not breah,d“
the smoking flax-~shall he not qulqca}he shall “bring forth Jucwmeqi
truth", SeeMat,.12¢17-21, Thts short fignrat1Vé statemantnot oaly
portravs Godls~ deallqg with Israel, but us as wells

Ia thig figure,first,ve see a reed in a cane break that in
some way has become brujsed to the ex ctent 1t trould bé %a511y brokeh’
but it is 1et«alone and " vrow as best it would till it fulfilled its
mission, So-alsc;it was with Israel they werée bruised hy"theirsins
and transgressigns t111 they would be easily brokensbut God in“his'
great merecyiled tnem alone and grow as hest they 1 mwll till they ful=
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filled their migsiong for God had promiscd some wo: fll thinvs
through' the seed of Abraham. See Geny22:17-105 e Go

~In the frgufe of "the smoking fla"" e sce o at, +1st brightly
burning,but ﬂaa ‘smoldered-to a mere no\e,ou ‘”au,;;x ‘aléne t111 it

fulfllled its nurpobes So'also,rith Isracl, at Iirst; it blirned
brightly snlri%ually,but $o many timecs its solvituallty nad gotte . -
down to a mere smoke,yet God did not #quincH, vhat little spiritudlity”
they had but let-them alone to fulfill their mission as showm by .Genw
223017, 183 Gal,3:16, Although God scnt unto them Prophets time and..
again- to turn them from’their evil ways but cven %o if the spark rc-
vived,in a little while they, went back to a merc "SMOKZ'. -

: We have the same 01cture beavtifully portrayed Ln IsaoS‘ 5l
#Thus saith the Lord,as: the nev wing is found in the cluster,and dne
saith,destroy it nots for a blessing 1s in itsso will ? do for my
scrvants* sako,that T may not destroy tnem allyt:

‘ HCTeJacob Israel is .
comnarod to a bunch of -arapes with the new wine still in® 1t wnlch
was the blessing while ‘in Isracl was the Ysced",(Cheist)s And
that reason God wrould not destroy them allybut wéuld leave- fnem tlll
they fulf#lled thelr mission as. snov1 in veree 9. Sce alsogGen.22:

17 lU' Gal'3 16. fﬁf €
To my aind this is a very striklng Ulcture. Uhen ue

read the gigns and wonders God wrought in gy nt before bringing them

out of their hondagejand how soon tne flame of spizituality was dimed

by -their sins and thV became,sphiritually a more famole!, And thon,

we sce them re kindles “rith norc“mirlol cs and good bﬂings bestowed on

them and how soon they again becamc a meorc Msmoliv oviiiﬁually;

Time and time again they turncd away from God and he as nany
timos restored them by scnding them jTO)ﬂth_. But aﬂala,they dwindn
led to a mere “smoke" :

' God,alsowrought uivhtv “ioa and vonders amonv
both the Jows and Gentllos through Jesus and his anostless yet in-
AJD5%y 2 Thos,237 Paul saysy=-The mystery of iniquity doéth alrcady
work", Only 21 short ycars from nentecost and we sce the spiritual .
Plame alroady beﬁinning to dim, and finally reduced to a mera.“smoke"
Danicl said,=-=hec trould wear ou% the saints of the most high"“,Dan,
7£253Rov.13 7,says"»~~no would make war with the Saints aam ovc“comc
them"
But in snlte of all this unfaithfulness on the 1art of man,

Godls grcat merey and love ig still cxtended to usy and my dcar brother
how arc we using 1t? Is history rencating itsclf And Fhe "ilaxh is - .

again down to- a merc smoke™? Arc you trylng to fan that little smok»‘
ing spark back to a flamej or ,arc you just drifting with the tide7.
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o arc told in Rom.u:9 "But yo arc not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if so be that the u@lvlt of God dwecll in you,™ Agaln in versce 11{

But if the S»nirit of him: that raiscd up Jesus from the oo AL dead
dwell: in you, he that raised un Ghrist from the dead shall also. qucikn -
on yeur mortal bodics by His Snirit that dwelleth in you': Heince,wo
soc . from the above quotations-that the Spirit of God mmast dwell 1in us,

© In Gal,:63" we arc told,"And becausc ¥orarc soms, @God hath sent
forth the Snirl% of his son 1nto your hoarts cryingAbba Pataor"
Again we sce we nust have the S)irit of Goﬁ and of Ghrist to bc I'Ce
cognizod as Gods cnildron. R
. And wo have seen’ thb Snirlt God and Christ
both manifestod towards lost and fallon meny a Snirit of loqgsufﬂer—
1z, forcBearing us i a love. t%at can hardly be comnronondoo bv tnc
ﬂxd of man, : ’
Henece Tor us to have the Snlrit of God and oP‘Cnrist wo
must nave the same attitude towards onc another-and twodds Gods ;| -

Again,l Jno.r:20-“If a mon say,I love God, and love not his Dro-
Thory nec is a ligrgfor hc that loveth not his brotnor whomr hc hath
soon, how can he 1ove God whom he hath not scen?! '

“ This is too alain
for commentesy and wltnovt that love we arc nothing, 1 Cor.l3:l~3

Agaln Jno.33165"”crobv nerceive we the love of God, becausc he
1aid dovmrhis 11fc for usy and we ougnt to lay down,our 11VOS for the
brothren's,

' Without this Snirit in us we arc morcly “Smoldng flax",
wiﬁh cven the smoke to soon disapcare We nceed not try to kid oursclves
into belicving if we object .to all inovations we arce safe whethor -
wo have: this Spirit or not, o .must keep oursclves glcan from all”
the doctrincs and commandments of mon;Col,2:20-22, But we must alss:
Have: the Spirit of love,longsulffering and forbearance,paticice ctée, ™
Just as truely as wo must object to the doctrincs and comvandments
of mene If we'do noty thon, e aro no: ;0T C tnan"a bruiscd rced and -
smoking flax", )

Paul said, 1 Cor.ll:l~“Bo yu follovers togathor of mec
oven as I am also of. Chrlst”- Again hu says;" -—————~but we have the
mind of Cnrist",l Cor.;;lé.

- Honce we sce we must navc that same Spiriﬁ
or clsc wec arc but,"brulsed rocds and’smoking f£lax';

No, T am: no% ~contonding we must male oxcusc for overy wnim of
man when ho wants: to dlsobey some commonds but on the contrary that: -
we must . M"e<-w0Obscrveithose thinﬁs without nrofering one before. an-
other, doing nothing by partiality", 1 Tim,5% 21, Any timo.wo-fail.
to do this 1iké Isrocl of old, we havc beecome as a. "bruisod rc¢d and
smoking fi o ,

Onc may ‘say;brothor Bcdlngficld arc you not bccoming jr

Ilopsided on that qucstion% Hy answer isynos I am just showlng up the

other §ide of the pleturs, Sure, e must doal with thosc vho bring in
gglsc ‘doctrincstbut we must do it with tho ”SPIRIT“ God:has rcquirod

US e :

Somctimes when ono has not’ tno ability others may have vo arc
prone to Judge hHim by tho. measure we ouFsclves arc.-able to meet,

e must rcmember God has glven wito usACCORDING. TO OUR 'SEVERAL ABI L*
ITY* Mat,25¢14,15, If the onc talent man malkes 1009 on his one talent
He 1s just 08" faitnful as. the man who gains 100% on -his:five: talonts,

In Gods gight his spiritual flame'is just as bright as the
five talent man, and he. 15 nocos sary in the body.l Corel2slltm2?,

We are not sunpnosad to just pick out vhat we want to do and leave
something olse undonos but we are to Me-=do all things witholt prdes
foring onc before anothery Jolng nothing by nartiality"l Tim.5121,

Otherwise,we,like Israol of oldy arc but "bruiscd rceds and
smoking flax"
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ind Lo vou dear brother,vho alrcady In nings Y8 POm

‘ V ay that  Ldess forbumpate bro
gmolijng Tlax® into that spiritual flame God intended 1t to Dbe.
cat the Lord's supper,cven though there ie nothing in thoir way moroe
than unele Charlic ané . can y nead
or somc other like cxcusce My decar brother who would do thls{ diad
you éver stop to think if the Lord had shown no morc intcrcst in your
demption price would have rever boen pald? Lct'mo!b?g of you dear
brother,who is in this'smokisg flax" conditiong thet you fan that
strong brother,it is your duty to .help hina - o

‘ o . lueh morn on uld be said,

all vill enjoy, So-T will close thls. articlc by saying my prayer is
that our kind heavconly Father will heln us to sce oursclves as wo arc

10w these thingsjalvays Tom,
14l yeur duby o8 2 brother fo help g tha

But wo have another class among us who fail to assemble and

aunt Su¢ camo, or hhe had a ‘sunday hoadachc,:
souls! galvation than you arc in obeying his commandments, the roe

“woak smoking spark into the spiritual Tlané it shovld bee And you my
but T have soveral lctters gliving 1s some church nows which I belicve

and that we all may’ccasc to be altbruised recdr or smoking flax", .

Aé pvor; Ybufisﬂithhrist,~)‘ o
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Brother and sister Nelson Route 1,box 14 B,M, Semcrton Arlzona writess
Thoy werce to have a wecks singing lessons and a meeting following, .
Thoy had been to Delta Colorado,Aztee New Mexleoes Bellflower and
Lo Habra Californiag and next summer they are to go to Furnish Cone ..
yon Colorado o ° o o S s
" . . . Brother Nelson is onc of our strongest men 1ln defond=-
ing the truth agalnst crror,and I am glad to scc he 1s so busys -
This noticc should have been put in the Oct issue but I got 1t after
I had my stoneils cut,and too.late to put 1t ine.

- -

Brother ®.C,Clcments of Broken Bow Oklahoma writcs; that his héalth is
st111l had ‘but they arec still on the fircing line for the gospelse

He also recquests the praycrs of the falthful brethrons’ ‘

Qur hopcs and prayer is for brother Clementst?! roccovery,

. .
anapan ~any - . v

Brothor Foye Garrison of box 102,Nocona Tokas; all is moving along
about’ as usual with them at Nocona, He writes his mother is in poor
healthy, Our nrayer is fog, sister Garrisonst' carly rocovery,

Brother F.H.Logan of 511 South Sunsct, Modesto California writess
that the Modesto church I's going along nicely with the exception fo
sicknoss apong. their nimbere.Among which is that old soldicr brothbr
Condor and his. good wifc, Brother Condor i1s a faithful gospol
p;eachcr,and somevhat older than mysclf, my nrayers arc that all
thosc may have an carly recovery. He also wroté thoy had done quite a
bit of improvement on the chureh pronerty thercs . '
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Brother AJ¢Fenter of MBox 151 Jacksboro writes that they havcga o
nice church thore at Jacksboro Toxas, I thank brother Fentor for his
nice invitation té visit him,and only wish I coulds 7 think I met -
brother Penter’ at the Harper= Cowan debate at Graham Toxas. 1 ,
.- I am sorry to . statc brother Fenter is a sick man and has rcached
his three seéore .aind tén, Our hopes and prayer for brother Fonter is

"he may havé an eArly recovery and:many morc uscful years 1n the |
~masters vineyard; Brother Foenter, I hope you got the bunch of tracts
and writings- I sont you, . .

o

- "Brothor J.V,lood of 214West Marshall Midwest City 10,0klahoma writes
. the church there is doing as well as usull coxcept some of the members
had been ®ick and hal migsed " the Lordts day scervice, We arq¢ail glad
t0 know.the spiritual health. of tihc congregatieon,there is good but
sorry to notc the physical sickness,Our prayecrs arc: £ér thelr carly

B O e L W
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Brother Coy Garrison of 509 Chickasaw Tracc, Grand Prairie ,Toxas,
writes they arc moving along as usualyhowever reports no additions,
But he writes they arc moving their meeting »lacce to a more convine
- ient place for some they think might-be intercsted in the gospel,

Hore 1s a hope with a prayer brothor,that your cofforts will be crovwne
_ou uith successe e e R e

e

Brotherit/,E.Danicls of Broken Bow- Oklahoma, who worships in a congre-
gation out from Broken Bow writcs,their church there is getting along
nicely, He writeos he is go{ng to§ tilwell Oklahomasand from there

to Huntsville Arkansas, ond from therc to Springdale Arkansas and
visit with brothe? Earqutchloy who lives there but worshins ab
Bohannan Arkansases He also writes they are having good attendance

at church at his home congregation with some outside interost,

Brother and sister Ray Johnston of 16238 Laurcnce Rugene Orcgon,
writes the church there is getting along all 0.,K. But brother Martin
and famlly had moved back to Toxase o §ister Ellis had a heart attack
and would have to stay in bed for some time, Sister Johnstons mother,
sister McCay had an owcration on her oyes and cold sce the wonders o%
God!s nature again.y/'e can all rojoicé with sister McCay,but pray
for an carly rccovery of sister Z1lise Bill Me ay had bheon 8own from
Yakima VWashington and all was well thorc.d nother McCay, Howord Mccay
also lives there,Where ever the McCayst! go there will be a church,

A Tctteor fro brothor and sister Rex Mickoy of Box,idéiﬂouto 1,Cave

Junction Orcgonisays all is vwell at Cave Junction, This is o finc

littleo church with big deeds, -

¢

.

Mrs Maudc Scott of Lorenzo Toxas writes,the churches at Crosbyton Tcxe,
Lorenzo Texas, Abaline Toxas, and CarlséadJVew/Mexico arc still car-
rying ons She had rccently vlsited sister Willis,and brother and sise
ter Bruice of Carlsbad, And hor son and family had eome up from
Abaline to vislt her, They worship with the church at Abalince Toxas,

If ny health will permlt,thore will be more anéng but if you
do not hecar from mec again,you will know I am not ablo.'f»omly hope I
can carry on till somc younger,abler man can take owers, As over '
Yourts in Christ,

JeSBodingflcld




