"But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31).
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WHAT MUST I DO
TO BE SAVED?

by I. S. Bedingfield

Thisis asubject of vast importance,
and the grandest theme that ever en-
gaged the mind of man. "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life." (Jno. 3:15). Thisis God's
truth, but what does "believe in" or
"believe on Jesus' mean? John said,
"For neither did his brethren believe
in him" (Jno. 7:5). Does this mean
that they did not believe that he ex-
isted? We know that it does not. We
know that it means that they did not
believe his statements, his claims, and
his doctrines. For example, | ask the
Democratsif they believe in the Re-
publican Party, and they reply, "No.'
The reason for thisisthat they do
not believe their statements, their
claims, nor their doctrines. The same
istrueif you ask a Republican if he
believes in the Democratic Party, for
he does not believe the claims, state-
ments, nor doctrines of the Democratic
Party. Another example may be found
where Jesus said, "He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark
16:16). If we do not believe that
statement, we do not believe "in" or
"on" Jesus, for when we set aside
one of his statements we have denied
that he is truthful, and thereby have
denied his divinity. We see then that
to believe "in" or "on" Jesus, we must
believe every statement he made, even
Mark 16:16, for it is Jesus words.
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Therefore, we understand that faith in-
cludes obedience to the things believed.

The apostle Paul said, " So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). Hence,
we see that we must hear and believe
everything that God says. The Bible
saysthat we must hear (Matt. 17:5;
Heb. 1: ,2). Hence, when we hear
Jesus by hearing hiswords, it isan
act of faith. The Bible says that we
must believe (Mark 16:15,16; Rom.
10:10; Heb. 11:6). Again, we see
that when we believe what God says,
itisan act of faith. Jesus himself said
that to believe was the work of God
(John 6:29). We hear the word of
God say "repent” (Luke 13:2-5; Acts
2:38). Therefore, when we "repent,”
thisisan act of faith (Rom. 10:17).
We hear the word of God say, "confess"
(Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9; Acts. 8:37).
Hence, since faith comes by hearing
the word of God (Rom. 10:17), and
we "confess," it isan act of faith.

We hear the word of God say, "be
baptized" (Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 2:38.
Acts. 22:16; Rom. 6:3-6; 1 Pet. 3:21).
Therefore, when we believe those state-
ments, that is faith; but when we obey
those statements by being baptized, that
isan act of faith. Paul bringsthis out
beautifully in Gal. 3:26,27. "For we
are all the children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus' (verse 26) ; then he tells
us at the exact point that we become
"children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus." "For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ" (verse 27). Isn't that plain?
The following is additional proof that
we obey faith and faith is made per-
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feet by works:. A great company of
priests were obedient to the faith (Acts
6:7). "Faithisobeyed" among all na-
tions (Rom. 1:5). Again: "For the
obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26).
"Faith works by love" (Gal. 5:6). The
Thessalonians had a work of faith
(1 Thess. 1:3). Noah built an ark by
faith (Heb. 11:7). Abraham obeyed
and sojourned by faith (Heb. 11:8,9).
Faith is dead without works (Jas. 2:17).
Our faith is "shown" by our works
(Jas. 2:18). Faith without worksislike
devilsfaith (Jas. 2:19). Faith without
works, is dead (Jas. 2:20). Abraham's
faith was made perfect by works (Jas.
2:21-23). We are not justified by
faith only (Jas. 2:24), because faith
without works is as dead as a body
without a spirit (Jas. 2:25).

Friend, won't you obey faith, by
hearing, believing, repenting, confessing
and being baptized into Christ (Rom.
6:3-6; Gal. 3:27) ? May God bless
you to do it ismy prayer.—Box 767,
Bryte, Calif.

WHAT SHALL WE
GIVE UP?

The denominations object that we
want them to do all the giving up and
come to our platform of unity. What
they overlook is that we have already
done the giving up. We have given
up unscriptural names, creeds, confes-
sions, sprinkling, voting people into
the church, closed communion, unscrip-
tural forms of church government, etc.
We ask no more than the New Testa-
ment asks—we ask no more of others
than we do ourselves. Our pleais not
for you to join a denomination but to
become a child of God, a Christian.

—Timberland Dr. Messenger
via The Reminder

it Sit
Who is more foolish, the child

afraid of the dark, or the man afraid
of the light?

One way to pray well in publicisto
practice in private.
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EDITORIAL
WHY ATTEND THE
ASSEMBLIES?

by L. R. Pamplin

Jesus Christ had a purpose in "build-
ing" His church. It wasn't put in the
world haphazardly or so that those who
wished to might have some place in
which to go on Sunday mornings and
at other times throughout the week.
Many today, both unbelievers and
those wearing the name of Christ, feel
it unnecessary to attend the meetings
of the church, and therefore ask the
question, "Why attend the assemblies?’
Others are of the opinion that worship-
ping at various seasons of the year
is acceptable with God. We shall at-
tempt to answer this question by ex-
amining Holy Writ in an effort to de-
termine God's will concerning this
matter.

As abeginning we shall notice briefly
the nature of Christ's church. The
word "church" isused in several ways
in the New Testament Scriptures. Ba-
sically, it means " The Called Out," and
isused in one sense to refer to all peo-
ple throughout the world who have been
called out of sininto alife of service
for Christ. It isused thisway in Matt
16:18, where Christ declared, "I will
build my church. . . " and thisway in
Eph. 5:23-25. Theterm is used also to
refer to those "Called Out" into God's
service in any definite locally (I Cor.
1:2,1 Thess. 1:1). It isalso used to
refer to the assembly itself (I Cor. 14:
28,34). The church universal is made
up of local congregations (Rom. 16:
16). | mention all this because there
cannot be any local church without as-
sembling. On the day of Pentecost when
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the church of Christ had its begin-
ning, right from the start it assembled
and "continued steadfastly in the apos-
tles doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers"
(Acts 2:42). Surely, if it was necessary
for these early Christians to assemble
for the above reasons, it is necessary
for the church to do so today. The
church of the Lord is the same today
asit wasin thefirst century.

Not only should one attend the as-
semblies because it isimpossible for
the local church to function properly
without them, but to assembl e together
isadivine command. Evidently in
New Testament times, some were ne-
glecting the assemblies of the church
for the writer of the Hebrew epistle
exhorts those brethren not to forsake
"the assembling of ourselves together
as the manner of someis; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching" (Heb.
10:25). In order to be pleasing to
God and to have the blessed hope of
that eternal crown of life which He
will give to the faithful in that last day,
we must obey the above command just
the same as all the rest of His com-
mands. We cannot and should not ex-
pect to enter in through those pearly
gates if we have not been obedient to
Him in everything. However, to obey
this command simply becauseitisa
command of God doesn't show forth a
very faithful servant of Christ. One who
attends the assemblies of the church,
because he "has to" or is afraid that
if he doesn't he will go to Hell, may
aswell not go at all, becauseit is not
doing him any good. This type of
individual is missing completely the
joys and purposes of the assemblies. If
this be the only reason for attending,
I doubt very seriously if hisworship
is acceptable with God. To be ac-
ceptable worship, we must worship "in
spirit" (John 4:24).

We should attend the assemblies out
of loveto do so. If we don't love to
do this, something is wrong, and tie
wise person will ask himself, "Why.
and he will make a serious effort to find

out why. It is one of the joys of life
to meet together with other Christians
in sweet fellowship to worship the Cre-
ator faithfully. It isablessing to sing
songs of praise and adoration to His
name and to hear the Master speak to
us through HisWord. It istruly a
shame that so many do not realize that
they are missing one of the most in-
spiring experiences of life. What a
tragedy is that people do not have
the same attitude as the Psalmist David
when he said, "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the house
of the Lord" (Psalms 122:1).

The church exists for our good and
the good of the community. In the
gospel according to Matthew, we find
recorded the words of Jesus to the
effect that He was going to build His
church (Matt. 16:18). In the book
of Acts saved people were being added
to this church (Acts 2:47). Salvation
isin the Lord's church. Thereis none
outside of it. The church is set forth
in the Scriptures in one picture as the
house of God meaning the family of
God (I Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:6; Eph.
2:19). All truly born again Christians
are children of God (Rom. 8:15,16;
Gal. 4:7). God is the Father and all
of Hischildren arein Hisfamily. God's
family is the church, therefore all of
God's children are in the church. Since
thisiswhere we may find salvation, it
is highly important to attend the as-
sembliesto learn of how we may obtain
it.

The church is ateaching institution.
People do not become Christians with-
out first being taught. Hear Jesus: "It
iswritten in the prophets, And they
shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father, cometh unto me"
(John 6:45). Again, Hetold His dis-
ciples before ascending back to heaven
to "Go yeinto all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature”
(Mark 16:15). Man gains his faith
from hearing the Word of God (Rom.
10:17). The church of the Lord isthe
divineinstitution for making known
God'swill to alost and dying world.
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Along with being taught, one should
attend the assemblies as we have al-
ready mentioned to sing (Heb. 2:12;
Col. 3:16), and pray (Acts 2:42). It
is at the assemblies where we meet the
Lord in worship, for Jesus has declar-
ed, "For where two or three are gath-
ered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them" (Matt.
18:20). Here is where we meet His
people (Acts 2:42). Let us not forget
that man is naturally a social being,
and he needs fellowship. He who be-
lieves that the assemblies of the church
are not necessary or who is neglectful
in his attendance of them is either spit-
itually dead or very weak, because in
so doing he hasn't received his much
needed supply of spiritual food which
is so very necessary in keeping alive
faith.

Yes, the assemblies of the church
are necessary for the propagation of
the Faith and for man's own spiritual
well-being, and we must of necessity
have them to fulfill God's eternal pur-
pose of the redemption of mankind.-
1711 Bush St., Santa Ana, Calif.
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Should Our Hospitality Be Just
For the Church Or For All Men?
by Willie Doan

First, we should love the household
of God which is the church, as the
Hebrew writer teaches: "Let brotherly
love continue. Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers: for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares"
(Heb. 13:1,2). We should never think
of ourselves so highly that we cannot
love and do good unto all men, as is
taught in the Roman letter: "There-
fore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him;
if he thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on
his head. Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good" (Rom. 12:
20,21). Let us hear Christ as recorded
by Luke: "But when thou makest a
feast, call the poor, the maimed, the
lame, the blind: and thou shalt be

blessed; for they cannot recompense
thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at
the resurrection of the just" (Luke 14:
13,74). Hear also the testimony of
Solomon: ""The liberal soul shall be
made fat: and he that watereth shall
be watered also himself" (Prov. 11:
25). If we are of service to and for
all people whether they are friend or
foe, the Lord will pay us for our work
at the last great day. Again, listen to
Solomon: "He that hath a bountiful
eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of
his bread to the poot" (Prov. 22:9).

Next, we read in the sixth chapter of
Luke to "Judge not, and ye shall not
be judged: condemn not, and ye shall
not be condemned: forgive, and ye
shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be
given unto you; good measure, pressed
down, and shaken together, and run-
ning over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that
ye mete withal it shall be measured to
you again" (Luke 6:37,38). Too many
of us, I am sure, just think that if
we "go to church" that this is all we
have to do, and again not too few of
us are ready to judge someone else,
when perhaps it is ourselves that need
to be judged. There are also many of
us that do not give of our means as
we should. Someday we are going to
receive our reward, and if we don't
receive that good reward, what then?
Let us think on these things!

I offer for' your consideration a little
poem which I think fits into our theme
rather nicely.

KIND WORDS

Kind words are never forgotten

As along life's road we trod,

Kind words will be remembered

For so they are with God.

Kind words will be remembered

On a cloudy, rainy day,

For when kind words are even spoken
They have helped us on our way.
Kind words are like beautiful flowers
With their fragrance soft and sweet,
When just one kind word spoken

To every friend we meet.

When to us kind words are spoken,
Let us return them with the same,
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For each kind word is recorded
Whether or not it comes to fame.

Rt. 1, Broken Bow, Okla
amA A
SACRIFICE
By L. E. Atchley

"Sacrifice" isasmall word, but it
has alot of meaning if we think of it
in connection with our soul's salvation.
| fear that there are a good many of
us who do not grasp the full meaning
of it. There are several definitions giv-
en in Webster's dictionary. I'll give
only one: "To give up for the sake of
something; as, to sacrifice health for
pleasure." | believethat | can give a
definition that would apply to the chris-
tian people of today. We should sac-
rifice the pleasures of thisworld for
the pleasures of serving the Lord and
living achristian life. | fear that
most of us are not doing that. We
seem to like the worldly pleasures too
much to make that sacrifice.

The greatest sacrifice that we have
any record of was the one made by
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
when he gave up hislife on the cross
for the sins of the world. Another
great sacrifice was that of Abraham
when he obeyed God and took his son
into the mountain to offer him for a
burnt offering (Gen. 23:1-18). We
see that Abraham believed in God to
the extent that he was willing to sac-
rifice his only son in order that he
might obey God. Then because of his
faith and willingness to obey God, his
son's life was spared. How many of
us would be willing to make a sacrifice
like that if called on to do so? | won-
der if there would not be far and few.

Now, to us. Since we have learned
that Christ made that sacrifice for our
sins, we must do alittle sacrificing in
order that our sins be forgiven. We
must have faith or believe (Heb. 11
1,6; Rom. 10:17). We must repent
(Acts. 17:30,31; Luke 13:3). We must
confess Christ as our Saviour (Matt.
10:32; Rom. 10:10. We must be bap-
tized (Matt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15,16; Acts

2:38). When we have made the sac-
rifice of the worldly things and obeyed
these commands this puts usinto Christ
where salvation is. Can we stop there?
Will that be enough to save us? No.
We must continue sacrificing the pleas-
ures of thisworld in order to live a
christian life.

We should make agreat sacrificein
our feelings, removing all hatred from
our hearts and develop more love in-
stead. Hear John: "If a man say, |
love God, and hateth his brother, heis
aliar: for he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen?" (I John
4:20). Again: "Beloved, let uslove
one another: for loveis of God; and
every one that loveth is born of God,
and knoweth God" (I John 4:7). Hear
Jesus: "No man can serve two masters:
for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other. Y e can-
not serve God and mammon" (Matt.
6:24). Which one are we serving, God
or mammon? Do we love God? then let
us show it by our service to him, by
our sacrifice of the worldly things.

Loveisone of the greatest thingsin
living achristian life. We may at
times let our feelings get the upper
hand and say things we shouldn't,
things which we are sorry of too late.
If we would think first and then talk,
there would no doubt be many things
that would never be said. Hear the
testimony of James. "Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, let every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:
For the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God" (Jas. 1:19).
Many times we go at this backward.
We are swift to get angry and swift to
speak our mind while in that angry
state. Brethren and friends, let'stry to
develop that christian love for God, for
our brethren, and for all mankind.

Another sacrifice that we should
make is that of our finances. Are we
making a sacrifice in giving of our
means? We may say, "Oh yes, | give
adollar every Lord'sday," or five dol-
lars as the case may be. Are wereally
making a sacrifice in giving that much?
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Let usread of a poor widow's sacrifice
in Mark 12:41-44. Here many who
were rich cast much into the treasury,
but this poor widow only cast in two
mites which was a farthing. This was
very little according to Webster. A
farthing in Great Britainis ¥ penny
or about a half cent in our money. No,
this was not much for her to put into
the treasury, yet Jesus said this poor
widow had cast in more than all the
rest. Why? Because that was all that
she had. I'm sure none of ustoday
would make that great a sacrifice of
our means.

Our sacrifice should be in our every
day living. We should make a great
effort to live as Christ and the apostles
lived. Christ was a perfect Saviour.
Paul admonishes usto follow him, as
he followed Christ (I Cor. 11:1). In
doing this we would have agreat in-
fluence with the worldly people as well
as our brethren in Christ. We would
also be obeying another of the com-
mands written in this great book, the
Bible. Hear Paul: "l beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies aliv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God
which is your reasonable service"
(Rom. 12:1). Paul saysthat thisis
areasonable service. Then why not
live our livesin away that we know
will be acceptable unto God in the last
day.

Another sacrifice which we should
make, and surely not the least, isto be
sure that we are at the house of the
Lord each Lord's Day, and not stay
home one time and entertain company,
then go fishing or hunting another,
then "go to church" the next and think
thiswill be acceptable unto God. God
has made a promise of a heavenly home
to all who live in obedience to his
word. When we stay away from his
house on the Lord's Day we are disobey-
ing him, therefore, we cannot expect a

reward for what little we do. Suppose
we were told that we wouldd be re-
warded one-hundred dollarsif we would
bein town acertain day and at a
certain hour. Would we be there?

Would we be on time? I'm sure we
would be there and have some time
to spare. Otherwise, we would know
that we would not receive the reward.
Let us think, isn't the reward which
our Saviour has promised us worth
much more to us than those made by
man?

Brethren and friends, | have only
given afew of our christian sacrifices.
In fact, our whole life as a christian
should be one of sacrifice. We should
not only he willing but anxious to sac-
rifice all worldly things, al of man's
teachings for the word of God and the
pleasure of living alife for Christ, pre-
paring, ourselves for the coming of our
Lord and the great judgment, where
each of us must give account for the
things which we have done while here
on earth whether they be good or bad
(Rom. 14:10-12; Il Cor. 5:10).

Friends, have you made that sacri-
fice to get into Christ, where salvation
is? If not, won't you do it now?
Brethren, are you making all the sac-
rifices that you should in order that you
may be accepted by the Saviour when
he comes to judge the world? Let us
all pressforward, looking unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our faith
(Heb. 12:2; read Heb. 5:9 ,also).

—Gateway, Ark.
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CHRISTIAN HOPE
by W. H. Francis

"But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts. and be ready alwaysto give an
answer to every man that asketh you
areason of the hope that isin you with
meekness and fear” (I Pet. 3:15).
From this verse it can be seen that
Christians are commanded to be ready
to give an answer (agood, scriptural
one too) to anyone, of the hope within
them. In the letter to the Colossians,
it is stated to Christians that their
hopeis laid up in heaven, as Paul said,
"...yeheard before in the word of
the truth of the gospel” (Col. 1:5).

In Peter's statement we learn that the
Lord God isto be sanctified in our
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hearts. Now if we listen to the world
of so-called religious people, we might
be led to think that some great, mys-
terious action of a"better felt than
told" nature, must take place in the life
of aresponsible person for "true sanc-
tification" to take place. When we
study the meaning of the word "sanc-
tify" we find it to mean simply, "set
apart or consecrated.”" Religiously
speaking it would mean, "set apart from
wrong practice and consecrated or ded-
icated to doing right." Sincethisis
true, we can and must give reason how
thisis done.

In the gospel of John, Jesustells
just how thisis done or how people
are sanctified: "Sanctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth" (John
17:17). We learn that people are sanc-
tified through God's word or as one
translator (Weymouth) says by the
truth of God's word. This agrees with
Peter's statement that the soul is purified
in obeying the truth__God's word (I
Peter 1:22). When the Lord is sanc-
tified (set apart) in life, he is made
leader to follow in his steps (I Pet.
2:21).

Truly, there can be no Scriptural
basisto hope for heaven, except by
following the Saviour. To follow him
issimply to take his word as our only
guide from earth to heaven, because
from the Psalms we learn, "Thy word
is alamp unto my feet, and alight
unto my path" (Psa. 119:105). Paul
states that the Scriptures furnish all
"set apart people" unto all good works
(Il Tim. 3:16,17). Such good works
for the "man of God" are called areas-
onable service (Rom. 13:1) ). Then
none of these good works are too hard
or difficult for us, aswe learn from
Jesus: "My yoke is easy, and my bur-
denislight" (Matt. 11:28-34). Hear
the apostle Paul: ". . . be ye not un-
wise, but understanding what the will
of the Lord is' (Eph. 5:17). Yet the
claim is made that God's will can't
be understood when it is read, and
some even use this as an excuse to re-
fuseto servethe Lord as hedirectsin
hisword. Hear Paul again: "Consider
what | say; and the Lord shall give

thee understanding in all things" (11
Tim. 2:7). Small wonder then that
David said that the delight of a godly
manisinthelaw of the Lord and in
hislaw cloth he meditate (study) day
and night (Ps. 1:1,2.

Now it is certain that our Lord wants
sincere, intelligent, and heartfelt ser-
vice or obedience, from alien sinners
(Rom. 6:17,18). In Acts 8:37, alost
soul was asked if he believed with all
his heart, before he was baptized, and
after he was immersed he went on his
way rejoicing. We find that this kind
of faith must hold even unto death
(Rev. 2:10) for the True Hope (crown)
to be won. "Pure-mindedness"’ isa
requirement of all who would reach
heaven as the end of all hope (11 Pet.
3:1), and Paul says to keep thyself
pure (I Tim. 5:22).

Are we, as Christians, being sure to
do this? | ask as one who hasthe
right (I Pet. 3:15). Please, let us all
take check upon how we are serving
our Lord and taking care of our bod-
ies, lest many of the impure things of
the world enter our lives through the
many avenues of entrance. Remem-
ber we are not our own (1 Cor. 6:
19,20), dear brethren, and let nothing
enter in to defile (make unclean or im-
pure) this body (1 Cor. 3:16,17).

To be sure, to realize our hope we
must serve sin no more (Rom. 6:6), but
are to feed upon God's word (1 Pet.
2:2) and grow and be alight (Matt.
5:16) and help to others. Be sincere
and without offense till the day of
Christ, said Paul (Phil. 1:10) ; yet
sincerity alone on our part will not gain
the fulfillment of our proper hope.
From the Hebrew letter we learn that
Christ "became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him"
(Heb. 5:8,9). Again in the Proverbe we
are taught that there is away which
seemeth right, but endsin death, if it
is not right as God's word directs
(Prov. 14:12).

Asour true hope isanchoredin
God'sword and is said to enter into
that within the veil (death) (Heb.
6:19), we must always keep this anchor
where it belongs. Some of the things
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which makes our anchor steadfast are
listed. First, obedience to the gospe/
(I Thess. 1:7-9; then being sure we
remain true to the one body we are
baptized into (1 Cor. 12:13) of which
Christ is the Saviour of and it alone
(Eph. 5:23). Next, wear no other
name as His (Christ's) follower than
Christian (I Pet. 4:16; Acts 4:12;
11:26). Then cling to the only true
and acceptable worship (Jno. 4:24)
that Christ wills for us. Remember the
warning against worship after the doc-
trines of men (Matt. 15:9).

When we truly examine ourselves
(I Cor. 13:5), we may be kept out of
all manner or forms of worship which
are not of faith (Rom. 10:17). In
this we know that if we cannot read
our practices, we are in sin (Rom.
14:23; 1 Jno. 3:4). Paul says, "We
walk by faith and not by sight" (II Cor.
5:7). True hope abides now (while
we are living) (I Cor. 13:13), but
only if we abide in His Word (Jno.
8:31). "For we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God,
an house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens" (IT Cor. 5:1).

Let us "Be not carried about with
divers and strange doctrines" (Heb.
13:9). Any doctrine not found in the
New Testament is surely strange (for-
eign) to our Lord and will not help
us to realize our true hope, but will
cause us to fail or come short of it,
regardless of how we may feel about
such (IT Cor. 5:7; Rom. 14:23). Je-
sus is the author and finisher of our
faith (Heb. 12:1,2), and he says we
learn his way in his book, the New
Testament (Heb. 10:7).

Can you say that your religious life
is fully grounded in the New Testament
Scriptures (II Tim. 3:16,17) ? Ask
yourself all about your religious man-
ner—church, name, worship and all.
If you can't read all in God's book, let
me persuade you to make a change,
and be led by what you can read, will
you not? Test your hope. Is it rooted
and grounded in the proper way and
place? Are you a member of the
church of Christ (Rom. 16:16) ? Are

you a Christian only (Acts 4:12;
11:26) ? Are you worshipping only
with this kind of people (Jno. 1:6,7) ?
and in the only way that can be read
for true worship as our Lord directs
(Matt. 18:20) ?

A grim monster called death will
some day engulf us all (Heb. 9:27; 1
Cor. 15:22). Since death is not the
final end for us (I Cor. 15:23), it
surely behooves us all to mold our lives
with this in view. We are told there
are two destinies awaiting, and we
shall receive as we do here in this
body, "'good or bad.” We learned that
the Scriptures furnish us unto all good
works (IT Tim. 3:16,17). Then it is
positive that what we do to serve the
Lord which is not in His wotd, is a
bad work. Solomon says, "the wicked
is driven away in his wickedness: but
the righteous hath Agpe in his death"
(Prov. 14:32). This seals the doom
for the hope of all the unrighteous and
David says that all God's "command-
ments are righteousness) (Ps. 119:
172). Hence those who are righteous
are those who keep His commands.
Jesus makes this very clear: "Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21).

Will you not think and act upon what
your hope is based, and do so today?
Tomorrow may be too late (Jas. 4:14).

423 W. Tyler St., Mangum, Okla.

THE KINGDOM, ITS
BEGINNING TIME
AND PLACE

by IF. A. Nelson

This subject has been considered and
discussed at length many times in the
past, yet there are some who do not
understand what the Bible teaches on
it. The one and only statement record-
ed in the Bible, both the Old and New
Testaments, which we find pertaining
to this subject, Jesus made: "I will
build my church. . ." (Matt. 16:18).

We will consider in this writing, that
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the kingdom and the church are syn-
onymous or one and the same thing.
Jesus, while here on earth, taught his
disciplesto pray, "Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be donein earth, asitisin
heaven" (Maitt. 6:10). At thistime
the kingdom had not come. Again,
Jesus called unto him his twelve dis-
ciples, and these twelve he sent forth
and commanded them to go neither to
the Gentiles, or the city of Samaria,
but to Israel, and he told them to
preach saying, "The kingdom of heaven
isat hand" (Matt. 16:18). Some-
where, sometime in the future, he was
going to build his church. Hear him
again: "Verily | say unto you, That
there be some of them that stand here,
which shall not taste of death, till they
have seen the kingdom of God come
with power" (Mk. 9:1). The kingdom
had not come at this time but wasin
the near future. Jesus said that some
would still beliving when it came. Je-
sus, eating the last lawful passover
with hisdisciples said, "I will not any
more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled
in the kingdom of God" (Lk. 22:16).
The passover was kept on the four-
teenth day of the first month of the
year. Thisleads us to believe that the
kingdom was to come within the year
Jesus was betrayed into the hands of
sinners by Judas (Lk. 22:47,48). He
stood trial (Lk. 23). Pilate gave sen-
tence (vs. 24), and Jesus, having suf-
fered many things by the hands of sin-
ners, was crucified (verses 33,46,47).

"And, behold, there was a man named
Joseph, a counsellor; and hewas a
good man, and ajust: (The same had
not consented to the counsel and deed
of them;) he was of Arimatheia, a
city of the Jews. who also himself
waited for the kingdom of God" (Lk.
23:50,51). Jesus was crucified and
Joseph still waited for the kingdom to
come. Jesus appeared to his disciples
after his crucifixion and resurrction,
having all power in heaven and in earth
and gave the world-wide and age |l ast-
ing commission (Matt. 28:18-20). They
were to tarry at Jerusalem, until "ye be
endued with power from on high" (Lk.
24:49). Jesus showed himself alive

"by many infallible proofs, being seen
of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of
God: And being assembled together
with them, commanded them that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but
wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
For John truly baptized with water; but
ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost
not many days hence" (Acts 1:3-5).
They seemed to look for an earthly
kingdom then as some do today, ask-
ing him, "Lord, wilt thou at thistime
restore again the kingdom to Israel ?
And he said unto them, It is not for
you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own
power. But ye shall receive power, af-
ter that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: And ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth”" (Acts 1:6-8). In
verse 9 when Jesus ascended on high,
the kingdom had not come at this time.
Inverse 7, Jesus said, "Y e shall be bap-
tized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence." Just afew days more and
the twelve disciples would receive the
baptism of the Holy Ghost as they wait-
ed assembled at Jerusalem for the
promise of the Father.

"And suddenly there came a sound
from heaven as of arushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared
unto them cloven tongues like as of
fire, and, it sat upon each of them, and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance"
(Acts 2:24). The multitude heard
this great noise, and the crowd gath-
ered in bewilderment, because each
man heard them speaking in his own
language (Acts 2:6-8).

L et us notice a statement written by
Paul to the church at Corinth: "And
God hath set somein the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts
of healing, helps, governments, diver-
sities of tongues" (I Cor. 12:28).
Againin Acts: "And the same day
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there were added unto them (the apos-
tles about three thousand souls" (Acts
2:41). Again: "And the Lord added
to the church daily such as should be
saved" (Acts 2:47). The apostle John
said he was "in the kingdom and pa-
tiencein Jesus Christ" (Rev. 1:9). Hear
Paul also: "Giving thanks unto the
Father, which hath made us meet to
be partakers of the inheritance of the
saintsin light: Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son" (Col. 1:13-14).

We have found that Jerusalem was
the place, and the first Pentecost after
the resurrection of Christ was the time
that the kingdom came with power—
about A.D. 33—and on the same day,
three-thousand souls were added to
them (Acts 2:4). The apostles were
thefirst set in the church (I Cor. 12:
28. The Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved (Acts
2:4-7).--To be continued—Rt. 1 Box
14 B.M., Somerton, Ariz.

OBEYING THE FAITH
by J. W. Bedingfield

A self-styled "missionary" declares:
"Salvation is by faith.  Jesushas
promised salvation to all who believe
him." Since so many people are ac-
cepting the doctrine that salvation is by
faith alone, | would like to investigate
the proposition that salvation is by
obedience to the faith.

The apostle Paul says of Christ:
"Though he were a Son, yet learned
he obedience by the things which he
suffered: and being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him" (Heb.
5:8,9). Notice, salvation to all that
"obey" him, not to all that "believe"
him. The devils also "believe" (Jas.
2:19). Again: "Without faith, itis
impossible to please him," but James
says that we are not justified by faith
only (Jas. 2:24), so let us make a care-
ful study of the relationship of our
faith to our salvation.

To believe in Jesus Christ is more

than merely to believe that the Man,
Jesus, lived on earth. We must also
believe that He was the Son of God,
that He died for our sins, that He
was buried, and that He rose from the
dead. Paul tells us that gospel, which
he preached, which they believed, by
which they were saved, was the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
(I Cor. 15:1-4). That isthe Christian
faith, and we must obey it. The apostle
Paul in the Roman letter says: "By
whom (Christ) we have received grace
and apostleship, for obedience to the
faith. . . " (Rom. 1:5). Again he says
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is now
made manifest by the Scriptures and
the prophets "for the obedience of
faith" (Rom. 16:26).

Hear Peter: "For the timeis come
that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel of God?' (I Pet. 4:17).
Hear Paul again: "In flaming fire,
taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Il Thess.
1:8). Yes, indeed, we must obey that
faith.

In the Roman letter we find written:
"To them who by patient continuance
in well doing seek for glory and honor
and immortality, eternal life: But unto
them that are contentious, and do not
obey the truth, but obey unrighteous..
ness, indigation and wrath" (Rom. 2:
7-10). How then, can a man who be-
lievesin Jesus Christ, obey that faith?
He must die (be dead) to sin (Rom.
6:2. He must be buried with Christ,
by baptism. Then as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, he should rise to walk a new
life (Rom. 6:4). Christ rose from the
grave to die no more; we should rise
from the water to sin no more. After
Christ arose from the grave, death had
no more dominion over us (Rom. 6:
9-12).

To those members of the church at
Rome, Paul says: "But God be thanked
that ye were the servants of sin, but
ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine delivered you. Being
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then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness' (Rom. 6:
17,18). Obeying "that form of doc-
trine" was obeying the death, burial,
and resurrection. It was obeying the
gospel of Christ. It was being obedient
to the Christian "faith."

Having then been obedient to that

" faith, we can see how that we are "jus-

tified by faith, we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ: by
whom also we have access by faith
into this grace, wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God"
(Rom. 5:12). We see then, that our
Christian faith is, as adoor, or access,
set before us. Our obedience to that
faith, is our entering through that door
into his grace, where we can rejoice in
hope. Also, we understand how that
Paul received "grace and apostleship by
obedience to the faith" (Rom. 1:5).

Hear Peter concerning obeying the
truth: "Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the breth-
ren, see that ye love one another with
a pure heart fervently" (I Pet. 1:22).
Peter here referred to the gospel of
Christ as the "truth.” Hence "obey-
ing the truth" was obeying that "form
of doctrine,” that death, burial, and
resurrection. It was obeying that
Christian faith.

Our prayer would be that all who
have faith in Jesus Christ, would be
obedient to that faith, that they might
have access into his grace, and re-
joice in hope of the glory of God,
that they might reap glory, honor, im-
mortality—eternal life.

Our prayers and best wishes go out
for the staff of It IsWritten and all of
its readers—Box 441, Magalena, N. M.

NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

"Brother and Sister A. H. Howell, of
Elk City, Okla.,, visited with us last
Lord's Day (Oct. 16). We enjoyed
having them with us very much. Bro-
ther Howell spoke for us on the subject
of 'Peace.’

If the Lord wills, | will begin a

meeting at the church of Christ, at Som-
erton, Arizona, on Oct. 30th, through
Nov. 6th. | would like to get acquaint-
ed with as many of the brethren as
possible, while | am out that way.

We request all brethren who are
traveling this way to stop and meet
with us at Magdalena. Also to remem-
ber the church at Carlsbad, N. M .,
where a small but faithful group meet
regularly for worship. At Aztec, N. M.
avery zealous and faithful group
meet in their new building, at South
Park Avenuein Aztec. All will receive
ahearty welcome at all of these church-
esin New Mexico."—J. W. Beding-
field, Box 441, Magdalena, N. M.

In an earlier report, Brother Beding-
field stated that by contacting him at
"Ann's Court," on Highway 60, those
passing through Magdalena, N. M. on
the Lord's day would find a place to
worship.—Ed.

"The church of Christ which meets
here (Lugert, Okla.) isgoing along in
our usual steady, firm and scriptural
way. We are thankful we are able to
keep our worship services true to what
we can read in the New Testament. We
invite all to pay us avisit and worship
with us, if your faith is of like precious
with us."—W. H. Francis, 423 West
Tyler St., Mangum, Okla.

"l closed a meeting at Somerton,
Arizona on November 6th. Very good
attendance and interest was shown, by
both Y uma and Somerton. We appre-
ciated very much the visitorsfrom La
Habra and Bellflower, California. | had
hoped to get to meet you, while out that
way, but hope to be back that way in
the near future, so | will look forward
to meeting you then.

Asyou probably know, | plan to
meet John Burnett of Somerton on the
class question late in November or
early in December. Bro. W. A. Nelson
will set the date. Following the de-
bate, | plan ameeting at Yuma, and if
the Lord wills, | will come to see you
brethren at that time."—J. W. Bed-
ingfield, Box 441, Magdalena, N. M.

"l am writing in regards to the
proposition made by the Somerton,
Arizona church of Christ. They asked
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us here at Aztec to have the heat put
in the church building and send them
the bill of which we want to express our
greatest appreciation. We are having
difficulties with the Gas Company in
piping it to our line. We hope to have
it in soon.

Also want to thank Sister Paul R.
Bruce of Carlsbad, N. Mex. for her
interest in the church here. Were-
ceived a check for $10.00 from her."

C. R. Dobbs for the Aztec N. M.
church of Christ, Rt. 1, Box 19, Aztec,
N. M.

"The church of Christ in Sacramento
meets at Brother Herman Brown's res-
idence in aroom built on the back of
his garage. The address is 228 Bryte
Ave,, Bryte, California. The serviceis
held at 10:00 A. M. on Sunday. We
are at present looking at two lots, which
if allowed to build a meeting-house on
them, we plan to buy. Although it
will be some time before we are able
to erect a building, we shall have the
site for it when we are in a position to
build. Quite an interest has been
shown in the past month and we have
found two new members and their fam-
ilies who are now meeting with us. We
sincerely hope that should anyone be
passing through they stop and fellow.
ship with us."—LaV erne McCluskey,
1829 Laurel Lane, West Sacramento,
Calif.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS (Oct.)

F.T.Berkshesser ----------- $2.00
R. C. Clements ....ccccocveevevevcreenene. $5.00
Somerton church of Christ.......... $10.00
Anonymous ---------------- $10.00
J. W. Bedingfield .......cccoeuenennee. $5.00
S. B.Kennedy. ..o $1.00
L. E. Atchley ..o $10.00
L.C.England -------------- $1.00
Lugert church of Christ - - - - - - $10.00
Sacramento church of Christ........ $5.00
Stilwell church of Christ............ $5.00
(Nov.)

Somerton, Ariz. church of Christ $10.00

Bellflower, Cal. church of Christ $10.00

Furnish Canyon church of Christ
(Kenton, Okla)) ..ccoovveincenne. $10.00

West Side church of Christ

(Nocona, Tex.) ---------- $25.00
H. 1. Pamplin .., $5.00
L. R. Pamplin ......ccccoooveeeennen. $5.00
E.L.Pamplin - _________ $5.00
Mrs. James Vanderpodl............... $2.00
R H.Peed ---------------

Mrs. Jewell Cadwell
G. L. Crowson

L. C. England

B. 0. Weakly

E. 0. Nayes

Thisisthetotal contributions up to
Nov. 7, 1955. We hope that we haven't
missed anyone. Thank you all for your
cooperation.—Ed.

Sit

A STATEMENT

To the brethren and readers of
It IsWritten

| understand that Bro. Clements has
turned the editorship of It IsWritten
over to Bro. Leonard Pamplin of Santa
Ana, Calif. To those of you who do
not know Bro. Leonard, | would like
to take this opportunity to tell what |
know of him. | have known him since
he was a small boy, and have watched
him grow up and make that noble con-
fession and was baptized while we were
living there.

Hewasreared in aloyal christian
home. Bro. Leonard began taking an
interest in the work of the Lord soon
after he became a christian. Lately |
understand that he is taking a big part
in the work in Southern California.

| believe Bro. Leonard to be aloyal
christian, and one worthy of our sup-
port both in finances and material for
the paper. | am sure that he will work
to the best interest of all to publish a
paper that we can be proud to give to
to friend to read.

Let'sall send Bro. Leonard some ma-
terial for the paper along with some
money to pay the expenses and show
him we are for him and the work he
is undertaking. He had a big job there,
but | believe he will be able to handle
it with the help of the brethren.

Yoursin Christ,
L. E .Atchley
Gateway, Ark.
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