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UNITY?
Roy L. Snoderiy

We. ecr auch s:id boui unity, but:no one ever tells

| us.how to obtain unity.

We hear it preached about,

on the air, in the pulpit,
and all say they want unity.

and in private conversatlcn
Of course; we want unity --

but how much is the question--how bad or at what ex--

pense? Or should I have as
Where .do you draw the line
can we compromise? -How far

ked, "at whose expense?"

on comprOmlse7 How much
can we zo? How much lib-

What .

-erty do we have or can we use to obtal

unity.

is our zoal and how much can we pay to acheive that
goal? Let me ask you this question before I answer

the others I have put before you. Why are we not unit-
ed? Can we find the answer? Yes! I think thattruth-
fully each of you know the answer. I wish to be fair
with everyone concerned so let us reason together.

Am I honest in my beliefs and reasoninz? Are those.
who differ with me not equally honest in their beliefs?
I must not try to reason that they are not honest.

Why are we not united? Simply because we have not
rvizghtly divided the word of God. This is the only an-
swer and by not rightly dividing :the word of God we
ere from the truth, God's word.

Isaiah 1:18 teaches us to ''come let us reason -to-
gether." Herein lies then the answer to unity. Are
we willing to do this? . Everyone will probably say yes.
to this question but with this reservation--~that ress~
on being that I will reason with you but you will hawe
to accept my method or line of reasoning because I am
absolutely correct in my interpretation of the Scrip-
tures, How wrong we are for we are as the Pharisee
when he prayed to God, He was glad that he was right
in every aspect of his life. Alas, but how very wrong
he was for Christ asked his disciples, "Who went down
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to his house justified?" Who did? Not the Pharisee.
How then can you or I be justified in our quest for
unity if we set ourselves up as the infallable inter-
preters of the Scriptures and try to bind our beliefs
upon others at the expense of the truth, At what ex-
pense? Not at the misinterpretation of the truth. Where
can we draw the line on compromise? Only at the Script-
ure level. I can not overlook one of your misiamterprita="-.
tions of the Scripture in order to get you to do the -
same for me on another question. We cannot compromise.
We can only do that which we are allowed to do by the
written law---God%s law.

How far can we g0? Only to the word of God and there
prayerfully find the answer to our questions. What is
our zoal? Heaven! How can we acheive it? DBy living
our lives according to God's written law even 1f no one
else is in unity with us. This and this alone is the
price we can pay for unity. That of turning our backs
upon all the world if necessary and turning to God, the
author and finisher of our faith. No where in the wpit-
ten word has God promised us unity with all others nor
has he given us the liberty and freedom of compromise,
only the promise of eternal life if we are found faith-
ful. "Btudy to show thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not he ashamed, rightly dividing the
Word of Truth." 11 Timothy 2:15. Then how can we unite
or in what way can we unite, John 14:6. Christ said,

"I am the way”. We find his way in the New Testament.
Why not take his way and lay aside all pre-conceived
ideas. Whether they be ours or those of some other. He
gave us a pattern of worship and service to him, both in
our Lord's Day services and our everyday lives. He set
the pattern--we must follow. If the Bible teaches us
what to do, then why do we want to do more or les: ‘than
commanded. This causes a question to arise in our minds.
Why will preachers plead for unity, and at the same time
advocate division? They preach unity at the top of thagr
voices and in the same breath sow the seeds of discord
in the Church. Have they not read Romans 16:177

If then the doctrine which you believe does not har-
monize with Scriptures of the New Testament in evorw
respect them undoubtedly it is not the doctrine of Chriss.t
Can we have unity? Yes, throught Gods word--the Bible. *,
Why are we not united? Disbelief. '
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The Incomparable One
More than nineteen hundred years ago there was a man born
contrary to the daws of nature. This man lived in pov-
erty and was reared in obscurity. He did not travel
extensively. He possessed neither wealth not influence,
His relatives were inconspicious, and had neither -train~- -
ing nor formal education. In infancy he startled a kinz;
In ehildhood he puzzled doctors, in manhood he ruled
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the course of nature. He healed the multitudes with-
out medicine and made no “harze for His servize. He
never wrote a book, and yet all the libravies of the
country could not hold the books that have been writ~
ten about Him. He never wrote a sony, and yet He has
furnished the theme for more songzs that all the song
writers .omuined. He never founded a olle:e, but all
the schocls put tosether —annot boast of having as
many students. He never marshaled an army, and no "lead-
er ever had more volunteers. He never practiced psy-
chiatry, yet He has healed more broken hearts than all
the deoctors far and near. Once each week the wheels
of commerce zease their turniny and multitudes pay
honzze and respect to Him. The names of the past proud
statesmen, scientists, philosophers and theologians
have come and sone: but the name of this man abounds
more and more. AThou:h wineteen hundred years have
passed since His crucifiction, yet He still lives. Her-

»l od could not dastroy Bim, ond Bils grave could not hold

Him. He stands forth upon the hizhest pinnacle of
heavenly :lory, proclained of God, acknowledzed by an-
sels, adcred by saints, and feared by cev1ls, as the
liviny personal Christ, our Loxd and Saviour.
Author unknown
* % k% % ok
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"A THORN-CROWNED head a surgzing mob: A lifted <ross,
a mother's sob; A pltLouS cry, a darkened sun: A -deep-
plunzed spear: the dead is dome. A LORD'S DAY gquiet,
a table spread-~- The £ruit of the vine, unleavened.
bread. Althouih the vears have sped away, Thegg--- .
blest--~briny back the dead. THE HEART stands still,
the soul.draws nizh, To hear Bis broken-hearted cry«»—
In azoniziny, nail-pierced flesh; Atoning death is view-
ed afresh. MEMORIAL FEA%T*--—lnsulrin hour for fuiler
service, ireater power; For heart and hand are ziven
THEE; When faith looks back to Calvary."

Author unknown
ok ok ok %k %
‘Motives

"But those thinzs which proceed out of the mouth-
come forth from the heart; and they defile the man."
Evil thouzhts cause evil deeds.

We see many thin;s that some people d¢ to hinder the
zood efforts of others:. The scriptures teach us, there
will be some that oppose, exalt themselves, and som
will zlory in the flesh etc. These truths we should
try to understand, and we wust believe them.

The fivst question then is...What causes sone to
oppose almost everything? Is it fear, emvy, status, etc,

God only ! ncmstheir motives. What ever it is, -you can
be sure, it isn't a Christisn virture.
Realizingy these terrible thinis exist, we must not
grow weak, faint or become afraid. Remember Peter;
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he walked on the water, to 36 to Jesus. But when he
saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and besinning *
to sink, he cried, sayinjz, Lord, save me. Jesus said,
0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou‘:doubt?

We must also never doubt, but have faith, (may I say
positive faith?) that we continue our Christian walk...
teaching, writing or whatever we can do to help the
cause. Always remembering WHY we say and do the things
we do or don't do.

Harry Dye
* k% kK
"Think On These Things" :

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways ny ways, saith the Lord. "For as the heav-
ens are higher than the earth, so are my ways hisher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thouzhts.”
"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him."

YFor God so loved the world, that he zave his only
begzotten Son, that whosoever helieveth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life”. "For I came
down from hegven, not to do mine own will, but the will
of him that sent me."

"Him---ye have teken, and by wicked hands have cruci-
fied and slain." 'God hath made that same Jesus---
both Lord and Christ."

"And when he had spoken these thinis, while thev be-
held, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight.” "And behold, one like the Some of man came
with the clouds of heaven and came to the ancient of
days, and---"there was given hin dominion and zlory, and
a kingdom---everlastinjy---ghall not pass away---shall ™ .u
not be destroyed.” )

"And, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one
sat on the throne.' "And I saw in the right hand of
him that sat on the throne a book---sealed---." "eep
not: behold the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of
David, hath prevailed to open the book and to loose the
seven seals thereof.'" "Thou art worthy to tzke the book
and to open the seals thercof: for thou was slain, and uc
hast redeemed us to God by the blood out of every
kindred, and tonzue, and people, and nation; and hast
made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reizn on the earth.”

"And I saw another mizhty anzel come down from heav-
en, clothed with a cloud---and he had in his hand a
little book open---." "And the voice which I heard
from heaven spoke unto me again, and said, “Go and take
the little book which is open---." "And I went unto the
angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And
he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up---."" "And he
said unto me, Thou must prophesy asziin before many
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peoples, and nﬂtlons, and tonzues, and kinis.

"And there was ziven me a2 reed like untd a rod: the
angel stood, saying, Rise and measure the teumple of
God, and the altar, and them that worship- therein.

"And T will give power unto sy two witnessés, and
they shall propnesy a thousand two hundred and three-
score days, clothed in sackcloth. "These are the two
olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before
God of the earth.” :

"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for-
ever.

Elner H. Hunt
% x % %
Claude Peripen, Bellflower, California

There isn't much news from Bellflower this tine,
the church seeuns to be doing very well, our young people
are doinz exceptionally well in their part of the teach-
ingy service.

We have had soue visitors, Sis Cadwell from Modesto,

California, we enjoyed hcr vigit very much. Also, Bro
Davies from Long Beach has been with us the last two
Sundays. Sis Wey is back w1th us after a visit with hsr
daushter. ' ~

There have been lots of colds zoing avround, but most
everybody was back in church Sunday.

Our addition to the building is almost completed ex-
cept for a few small itews

The wife and I had the pleasure of taking part in the
get-to-gether in Somerton, Arizona, had some wod preach-
ing and sinzing also the fcllowohlp and hospltallty
was wonderful.

I S
J. C. and Myrtle Uhltley, Kenton, Oklzhoma ,

We certainly enjoy zettin: the paper. Please except
this contribution to help in any way needed.

Just the same little group attending church here.

We are zlways glad to have anyone stop by.
ok x k%
J H. Lackey, Springfield, Colorado

Was pleased to get the two issues of the Courier.

Am sending you a check to help in financing the
Courier and hope you can get help to put cut the paper.

T We are okay at present The church here has not
grown any lately. Too much opposition from cups and
classes. They have begun services the last few months.

Let us continue earnestly for acceptable scriptural
worship.

ok o o% %
W. A, Nelson, Somerton Shurch News
The first week-end in December, Bro Roy Dabbs and
Bro-John Sheppard from Phoenix came twer. They went to
California and Bro Roy talked in ¥uma. Bro Don in
Somerton. Sister Smith visited here with Sis Long---
Bro and Sis 8nith lived heve in the lats 192073 znd 30's.
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The 2nd Sunduy we had our first try at a week end meet-
iny--Bro and Sis Perizen came from Bellflower. Bro and
Sis Johnson and fan1ly from Lake Side, Califormia. 3Bro
and Sis Hayes Morris and daughter and their daushter-in-
law, Retha and her two chlldren, from Kinoman, Arizona.
Retha is also Bro and Sis Johnson's dﬂu‘hter and Bro
Horry Dyes' Niece; some did ndt get to come due to ill-
ness. It was nice to have thenm and all the speakers and
good singinz. Sis Long, Edwards and Hunter have been
sick. Dro Earl Broadway and his wife have just returned
from Ark. after o visit with her parents and other rela-
tives. Tk R R k%
Just ot word on our-Delta Camp Meetiny for this year.
It will be July 30th throuzh August 6th, and the coamp and
dorms will be ready for us July 28 and 29 so when you
arrive your rooms will be ready and issued to you, so
you con 3o straight to the camp this yvear. We here at
Happy Hollow Church think this arrangement is nuch bet-
ter than we have had in the past. Bro Al Burtig, Waverly ;#
Dr., Modesto, California, will be in charse of resistra-
tion agéin this year. I believe with the help of Bro. =
Harry Dye of Yuma, Arizona. We haven't heard yet who
will be in charze of the youny boys morning assembleys,
or who will be in charse of lining up the adult spaakers
for night services or who is in ch«rve of the 31n:115.
But hope to know soon so it can be publlshea also the
speakers. So please let us hear from you, letting us
- know as soon as possible if you are coming so the speak~-
‘ers can be anncunced. Also if you would like to take
charge of one of the above mentioned duties. Each year
is bizger and better. More fellowship shown and more
spiritual Hessings, taken home to remember throughout
the year. So please make your plans now to attend. ¥ou
will never rezret spending a xlorious week with Christ-
ian friends, and the gospel preachln' and sinzing is
great. Come one, come all, come young, come old, there
is a2 place for all who is seeklnu the rlchcu of God’
word. More about the comp & ﬂeetlnG in the next issue, be
watching. Put this date in your date bock. JULY 30
thru AUGUST &th, 1967. 1In Him, Ken Baldwin
THE CHURCH
When did the church start or have itS'Jeginn1n¢7

On the day of Pentecost. This is found in Acts the 2Znd
chapter. Notice the 4lst verse and the 49th. (41):
there were added unto them about three thousand souls."
(47)" "and the Lord added to the Church daily such as
should be saved," note that always before in all scripture
it speaks of the future, I.E. 'I will buld my church.”
fiere we see Christ starting to build upon the foundation
he has previously layed, upon the apostles whom he
taught and upon whom the Holy Ghost fell revealifg'Gdd's o -
plan of redemption for fallen man. On that day "when

the day of Pentecost was fully come," Christ built his

Church. Why is the Church called the ”Churvh of Christ"
or Ior vbaa reason's rhonld it ba o21led by thic nom

ne

L
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and not by any other? To fully understand and answer
these questions we must go back to the prophecy of
Isaigh and Daniel. 1Isaiah 2:2-3 “and it shall come to
pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's
house shall be established in the tép of the mountains.
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow into it. And many people shall go and sayy
come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.” The Lord's house was to be establish-
ed, his ways to be taught, his paths to be trod, his
law wasg to go forth and his word to go forth from Jeru-
salem. Here the church was spoken of in prophecy. Was
not Jerusalem where the diciples gathered to pray and
await the promise o f the Comforter i.e. the Holy Ghost?

In Daniel's interpretation of the Kings dream he
spoke of a new Kingdom. Daniel 2:44, "and in the days
of thege Kings shall the God of heaven set up a2 Kingdmm
which shall never be destroyed.' Daniel here foretold
of Christ and the establishment of his Church. He again
saw a vision himself where one like the son of man was
given a Kingdom. Dan. 7:17 and there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a Kingdom--His dominion is an
everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and his
Kingdom that which ghall not be destroyed.' These two
phrophets of old spoke of his coming and the establish-
ment of his church., Whose Church? Christ's Church.
Matt, 16:18. The one he purchased with his own Blood.
Acts 20"29. It is for this reason the church wears
Christ's name. For it is His property, and . for that

. reason if there isno other it should wear his name.

But there are other reasons.. First, Paul spoke of the
"Churches of Christ" (Romans 16316), that is, the con- «
gregations of his church were called 'Churches of Christ.
Here he makes no reference. of any other church or chur-
ches by another name. Second, Paul spske of the church
as the church of the first born. (Heb. 12:23). 1s not
Christ the first born from the dead, physically, raised
immortal, aesended up into heaven, to sit upon the throne

Gsns ud God? Third, Paul wrote Timothy concerning how we

should behave curselves in the house of God., He also

used this same expression, Church of God, in I, Cor.l:2

where he addressed the church at Corinth as the_ '"Church
of God which is at Corinth."” To the Ephesian elders

he gave this command "Take heed therefore unto yourselves
to feed the Church of God. Acts.20:28. In these three
passages of scripture we read of the Church of God,
The Church of the lving God and the Church of God which
he has purchased with his-own blood. Not God the Father
but God the Sen. How then can we call that which has
been called the "Church of God" The Church of Christ?
Paul wrote to the Hebrews {(Hebrew 1:1-8-concerning

1. e . RS  . - s [P S G e [} cm ey e - e o G
Christ =ad his greatnoces gnd in the Oth verge ho wrcote
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of God speaking to Christ "But unto the Son he saith,
"Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever; a sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of they-Kingdom." We now =
see that the word God is a nzme that was ziven to Christ
by His father (God) and that he received that name
by inheritance. We must remember that there is no sal-
vation in any other name under heasven. Acts 4:12

We teach, as the Bible té4aches, that the church was
given the name, Church of Christ and that we as mem-
bers of that Church were given a name also, 2 new nanme
Christians. This name Christian is of individual use
as speaking of people (followers) and was never given
to the Church to wear as a body or group of Churches.
Acts 11:26 YAnd the disciples were :alled.Christian-:
first at Antioch.” This is the new name prophecied of
by Isaizh. (Isaz. 62:2; 65:1%). The church doesn’t
helonz to us, those who are called Christians, but we
belonz to the ~hur<h and the church bdelongs to Christ.
(Matt. 15:18) Here he told Peter "and 1 say also unto
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this roeck I will
build my church." What! On Peter, NO, Upcn Christ,
the son of the Livin: God." (Matt. 16:16) And on
the day of pentecost we see him bejin to build his
church upon this cornerstone '""The son of tha livinz
God, Christ. (Isa. 28:16 and Eph. 2:20-22, and Cor.
3:11) Here Peter and the other apostles bezin their
great work of spreading the iospel of Christ over the
world in obedience to his command '"30 ye into all the
world." . (Matt. 28:18-2%) Wc must carry on this work
of spreadingz his zospel of truth. - Not addin: to or
takins from his work. We must in obedience to his
commands call his church by his name ''The Church Of
Christ"” for it is hisg and his alone. He bouzht it with
his lifes »lood. Always remember these thinis.
Christ is the founder and foundation (Matt. 16:18,
I Gor. 3:1u-11). Be purchased it (Aets 2U:28) and
died to save it (Eph. " :24-Z7). He is its head,
goéé ;;18 and Eph., 1:22-23. IT IS HIS CHURCH, Eph.

* %k K %

Late News, Yakima, Washington & Bellflower, California
We are sorry to hear of the fire that damaged Dro
Howard McCays home and the sickness they have suffered
of late. When I talked to him and his wife two weeks
ago on the phone, they were better and workin:; on the

repairs to their home. Bro Howard said they had a
" z00d meetiny with Bro Ken Baldwin and had baptized two
youn3 men. Gene Phillips and Jimmy Lamb. We here at
Bellflower are planninz our meetiny for this summer and
if 211 goes well it will be in June with services each
nisht and all day the last Saturday and Sunday with
~yuestspeakers for these two days. Watch for the dates
of this meeting for you are invited to attend. 3Bro

Marion Serranoc of La Habr cached at Bellflqgwe eb.
{fflfor morr‘?fng serw?i_»ces aanémﬁrao er'fgen ep:«:escqaecf zftb
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