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Thanks Unto God '

Most of us are careful to express our thanks to those
who do a favor for us.- We are also careful to teach our
children to say 'thank you" for gifts and favors done them.
But do we think to give thanks to God for the good thinis
of life? Do we realize that every good and perfect gift
cometh down from God, the Father of lights, in whom there -
is no variableness or shadow of turning as James 1:17 says.
In Acts 17:28 Paul says, "In Him we live and move and have
our being.'" Do we remember . that God in the beginning created
all thanS that are in the heavens and the earth and man out
of the dust of the earth, set him over the works of His hands,
gave him command to multiply and replenish the earth and
subdue it? Gave them every herb and tree bearing seed for
food, forbade them eating the fruit of the tree of the
knowledze of good and evil, of which they partook and ate,
and God. drove them from the,aarden. Death was pronounced E
upon all mankind. ’

But God provided a way by which man could be redeemed
from this curse. "For as in Adam all die, so in Christ are
all made alive." (I Cor. 15:22) Are we thankful for the
sacrifice Christ made to save us froa eternal death, when
He came to earth, suffered, bled, and died on the cross of;
Calvory in order to atone for our sins? Are we thankful !
enouzh for this sacrifice to come together on the first day
of the week (Acts 20:7) and keep in memory His death by the
breaking of bread, which he asked his disciples to do?"(I Cor~
1nth1ans 11:23)

We should also be thankful to submit to Romans 12:1, 24-
"I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrlflce, holy, acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed
to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and perfect, and
acceptable will of God."” Col. 3:5 says, ‘Mortify thereforé
your meubers which are upon the earth; fornication, unclean--
ness, inordinate affections, evil concupiscense, and covet+
ousness, which is idolatry." !

’ Col. 3:15-19 reads, 'Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, unto the which ye are called in one body, and be yg¢
thapkful Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
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all wisdom; teachinjy and adnonishing one another in psalus
and hyuns and spiritual songs, sinzing with grace in your
hearte to the Lord. nd whatsoever ve do in “word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, riving thanks to
God and the Father, by Hiw." I Tinothy ?'1#2,R”Ezhort,
therefore, that first of all, that prayers, supplication,
intercession, and giving of thanks, be mede for all men.
For kingzs, and for all that are in authority; that we uay
lead a guiet and peaceable life in oll Godlimess and
honesty.” We should be very thﬁhkfu] thot we live in 2
country wke*e we can worshiu God as we understand the -
scriptures~-worship ﬁ~a °ccepubbly, with reverance and
Godly fear. Heb. 12:28 "Wherefore we receivini a kinj-
dory which cammct be loveo let us have =race, mbere)y we -
may serve God qgweprho}y with reverance and Goﬂlj feer.
For our God is a consuning fire."™ We should be thankiful
that we are protected in ocur worship by the laws of our
lend, -
Do we realize that we should be thenkful that God
has nrovided 2 wey for our escape fron tenptation, and
"will mot allow us to be tempted abOJb that we ave zble

to bear? Cor., 13:13 _
Phil. 4:6--"Be careful for nothinz; but in every-
thinz, by pray

er and supplication with thcﬂka iving, let
your requests be made knowm unto God. Eph. 5:20--YGiving
thanks always for all things, Unto God and tne Father
in the Nawe of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Col. 1:12-- Givin;

thanks unto the Father, who hath mode: us neet to be par-
takers of the inherit 1nce of the saints in Li:zht.” Pz, ~
100:4--"Enter His sates with thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise.” Let the peace of God rule in your
heavts and Dhe ye thankful., God so loved the world that
He zave His only bepotten Son that whoseoever believeth
on Him shoulid not perish, but have everlaeting life,---
1iCoz. 9:15--"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
ZEEE. @317,531:12-14--Y"Giving thanks to the Father which
hath nade us meet to ue p &tu&erc of the inheritonce of
‘the saints in 14 :he. ho hath délivered us from the
power of darkiess and hgth translated us into the king-
dor: of His dear Son; in whom we have redemption through
His blood, even the forgiveness of sim. .

We find an exanple of unthankfulness in Luke 17:17
where Carist healed ten lepers. Only one returned and
with a loud veoice zlorified God. He fell doun at His
feet and zave thnks. ”And_Jesus answerinz said, Vere
there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?® Gniy
one had returned to xzive thanks to God.

Let us always be thankful--not just once in a vhlle.

o ' J. H. LACKEY

Why?

Why don't we UQFQ?St“ﬂd the Bible alike? Is it 2
lack of study? Paul told Tinothy to study to show him-
self approved unto God, and we are certainly aduonished
to study just as Timothy was.
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Could it be a lack of meditation? The Apostle Paul
wrote, '"Meditate upon these things, give thyself wholly
unto then." I Tinm. 4:15. David wrote, "But his delizht
in in the law of the Lord and in his law doth he meditate
both day and night.”

Is it because we let our feelinzs enter in? Our
feeliniys will lead us astray. The commanduents of God are
to ‘be obeyed instead of our feelings.

What author would write so as to confusg his readers
or tell us to receive gomethingz we douldn't understand?
James 1:21--""Receive with meekness the envrufgeé Word,
which 'ig able to save your soul." 1If we can't understand
the Bible, then Christ died in vain. He died for the sins
of the world, znd he brouzht God's will unto men. If the
new covenant which he sealed with his blood cannot be
understood, then do we need Christ to cone azain and
sive it to us again? This would meke his death on the
cross in vain.

- The Word of God is perfect and its author is Jerfect
It is thorou:hly furnished and furnishes us unto every
good work, (IITimothy 3:16,17) Mlauncerstanbln* God's Word
thcn, must ba the result of pan's stuaaorness, h1s holdlnr
to tradltlon of his openness to Satan's deceit.’

Eph. 4:14--"That we henceforth be no nore chlidren,'
tcssed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleizht of men, and cunnln? crgftlntss,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive."

: The Apostle Paul charged Timothy before God- to
.preach the Word, "For the time will come when they will
‘not endure sound doctrine and thLy shall turn away their
cears from the truth.,” (II Tim. &4:1-4) R

What is the reason we don' t understand the Blole
calike? It is time we find out. We have been ziven dvery
thing we need. 1II Peter 1:3--"Accordiny as his divine =
power hath given unto us all things tth pertain unto -
- life and 7oullness, through the. ;nowl;dve of hiu that hbth
called us to glory and virtue." CLAUD PERIGEN

-

'NEWS--E, O. NOYES, Aztec, New Mex1c0-~1 art sending you
rour new address. We sold out at Sedan, New Mexico. We ,
,hsa to drive 115 wiles to church there Lut it is only about

1% miles to chdrch here«~qu1te some difference. Yours in-
;the Faith. . .
'DON TAYLOR, Loco, Oklzhoma--We have just had a very nice
visit with Brother and Sister Kenneth Baldwin. Ken held
ia short meeting at Ringzold, Texas, and here at Loco. - ‘We.
jwent to Rlnggold two nlfhts and then Ken held a three day
'meetiny here at Loco. My family end I just returned fron
a trip to Lorenzo and Rallo, Texas, to visit with Brother?

Earl Howe and funlly ‘

We also visited with Brother Jirmmy Loftus and fanlly

We stopped in Seymour, Texas, to vigit with Ken and Verle,
" Brother and Sister ?ﬁuder, Brother and Sicgter Gooduwir, and




Brother and Sister White. Sister Studer is not at all
well, but is out of the hospital now. She . is at Jo Good-
wins, her daushter. Ken wasn't feelinj too well either,
If he zets to feelin3z better, he plans to be in Lorenzo
next weekend. With Christian love. . .

"(Note: DBrother Ken Baldwin was confined to the hospital

in Seymour with another heart attack. I talked to hin
last week while he was in Abline, Texas, visitinz Brother
Jack White who had an eye operation. Everyone was jetting
alon; fine. Baldwins were planninj to 30 to Lorenzo for a
few days and then on to California. Let us renenber all
those who have been confined to their beds by sickness

when we pray.)

LOUISA A. FARKS, Broken Bow, Oklahoma--I just received the
paper and enjoyed readini it very much, ‘I an sendiny a’
snall donation to renew my subscription and you can use

the rest as you wish. The church here at Fark Drive,
Broken Bow, is doin7 very well now. Your Sister in Christ,

LAURA E, WILLIS, Carlshad, New Mexico--I received the last
two issues of the Courier and I enjoyed it, as I always do.
I hope you and your fanily are well. We are all well here.
The church here is continuiny to worship God in spirit and
in ‘truth, but we have not increased any in number since
our meeting last April. We are expectingi Brother and Sis-
ter Couchman back home from Colorado anytime now. We sure
do miss then., I am 3lad to note that Brother McCluskey is
able to get out and preach the zospel asain. I do hope the
Srethren will et 5Sehind hin and will support hin. I know
he offers to 30 on his own, but it is the church's place

to support their preacher in the field. 1If he is willing

- to yive his time to the Lord's work, he should be supported.

Yours in Christ. . .

WILLIE DOAN, Broken Bow, Oklahoma--I an sendin; an article

for you to print in answer to the question, “What is fon-

passion?’ 1 hope this letter finds you all in zo0d health

and full of the spirit of the Loxd. WVinter has bezun here

even thouzh we had a very heautiful mionth in Novenber. The
church here is doinj very well., We always welcoze visitors
coning throush Broken Bow to stop and worship with us.

Your friend and brother in thée Lord. . .

J. D. JOHNSON, Lakeside, California--We here at Lzkeside

are doinz pretty well, I have lost 2 lot of work because

of the rain, but you folks in Los Anieles have had plenty

of rain, too. Brother and Sister Hunt were here Dec. l--

we were so glad to see them. We are 3zlad Sister Hunt was
able to travel a little. Brother Dan Greenway is still in
the Navy here at San Diezp. He is suppose to et out on
January 20, 1966. When he jets out, he is zoin3 to Okla-
homa to visit his nother and father. "HE said he was cominy
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" Brother Dan Greenway's wife, Karen, is

Jashinston and Orezon and will he back soon.
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Dieso to find work, if it is the Loxd's will.
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Brothér RaIph Roads are
youn 3
one acre of
are fixin:
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Mexico.
Navy. Sister Bixler is
are doin?y pretty well.

an, Arl/ong, with her daushter, Retha Morris,

who
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child.
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There is a
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Kinzian, Arizona is on Histhway 66.

Huildiny on it, which they
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Anyone passin’ that way is welcoue
I had a phone call from Brother
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This is about all the news I have. 1In
we are sending soume help for the paper., Ve
badly to keep in touch with other Brethren.
Anyone soming to San Diejo please stop
Yours in Christ. . . '
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need the paper
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EARL ATCHLEY, Westville, Oklahona--I1've put off writing
to you for so lon: that I'w really gsna’ed but we have so
much 300d news that I must write you about it.
Srother and Sister Baldwin droppec in for a short
visit and we asked hix if he would preach a few nizhts
for us. We contacted the Pleasant View Church of Christ
near Stilwell and all decided it would be nice if we all
worked tozether and have hin hold a split meetiny--half
at Pleasant View Church and half at Baron Church.
This meeting zot underway Sunday nizht, Nov. 28, at
Pleasant View Church and went on throu sh Wednesday ﬁlrht.
Then it :oved to the Daron Church and closed Sunday nizht
with three services on Sunday with dinner at the church.
We had 3jood attendance at both places as we had 100% co-
oneratlon bSetween the two coujzreyations as well as
several from the Bohanan Mountain Church attended several
services. DBest of all was the final results--six souls
were united in Christ throu:h baptism!
; Two will He neeting w1th us here at Baron. They are
Sharon Clinton and Trudy Brown. Sharon lives near Baron
and is a close friend of one of 3Jrother and Sister Jim Brown's
daushter., She has been attendingy church rejularly for some
time and we were so happy when she ade that noble confession.
Trudy is Drother and Sister Brown's dauhter. Another happy
moment in all our lives. ‘
Those froo Stilwell were Jessie Walkinistick, the daushter

of Sister Nettie Walkinzstick. Another was Gerald Chastine.
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This youny man has been attendins church pretty resularly
at Stilwell for some time. Denat Spence, daushter of Bro.
and Sis. Spence, and Glenda Cantrell, daushter-in-law of
Bro. and Sis. Cantrell were the other two.
. There was much rejoiciny Here and I'u sure there was
nuch in heaven also.:
Brother Baldwin did a wonderful job as you can see
froa the results. We all enjoyed the neetiny and the

"wonderful admonition throush his teachin:, 2s well as ocur

vigits with b»oth of then in our hones,

We at Barvon are well pleased with the pro ress we have
had since we hezan meetini in the new church house here.
(Thanks to the DBrethren who helved in the financin: of

. the Bbuilding.) We have had seven additions and two res

tored. We are vet few in number, but we are all striving
for that heavenly hone we hope to receive for our labors
in the work of the Lord.

Hope to be able to help soune as soon as we conmplete
the payments on our neetin: house. Hope you and your
family are all well, Was ”ood to tal& with you on the
phone.” Yours in the one faith. . .

W. E, DANIELS, Stillwell, Oklahome--Just a few lines to
let you know my wife and I are fine and the church here
is zaining a little. In the recent weeks cne was restored
and ‘two were baptized. This we are thankful for. I was
with the Tiner congrezation (east of Broken Dow) the third
Sunday of Nov. All were fine except Sister Queen who was
in bed with a heart ailment. We are 3lad she is inprovinz,

. All other churches I have visited or know of are doing
as well as could be expected. At this writiny Brothari
Baldwin ig in a néetin~ with us here which will elose to-
nisht. ‘He will then 20 .to Baron, Oklshoma for the remain-
der of the week. “We have been made harry by Brother and
Sister Baldwin's visit here with.us in our hones.

.Brother Ken brousht some 200d 30spel sernons and four
youny people made the 3o0d confesolon aid were be aptized.
We are very happy. ~We ave haviny fair attendance at.
worship, althouzh there are some who are sick arxound the
country=--but none seriously. I think we are doinz fair,
consideriny the times in which we are livin:
One thing we can be thankful for is that we are

at peace amon;j ourselves. We pray that the churches every-
where are doins well, and we ask God's bzéssinzs on all his
faithful children wherewer they ave. Yours in Christ. . .

MRS. JOHN D. USREY, Sacramento, Californiz--I would appre-
ciate it very much if you would please publich my request

“in the Courier. We would like to know of anyone-livinz in

Santa Barbara, California area who believes and worsnlps
as we.do. There are several churches of Whrist in town,
but none are worshippin: accordiny to -the Bible. MWother

would aprreciate it more than you ever know if it is
pOQQ1‘le £o £ind a loyal churen whewe ghe can worship each
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and every lord's Dﬂy Thank you very much, Your Sister
in Christ. . .

{Is there anyone in 8anta Barbara, San Hose, or El Centro,
California or Portland, Orezon? -If so, write us and let
let.us. know. where they .can.be reached. Roy):

HOWARD McCAY, Yakima,~Washin;ton—mI'll try to write a few
lines to let you know that all is well. The church hexe

is cominy along about the sane. ;“ere are the usual nunber
of colds and so forth, but mostly the eubers have bHeen in
fair health. Delna Loveland hzd sur jery on her wrist and
Veda is to be operated on touorro J. -ne weacher here has

been a little cold, but this is natural for this time of
the vear

“uont 3 weeks a0, Brother and Sister adge cane bzck
and are with us azain. They had been out of Duty for soue
time. Brother Rdie is a very pood speaker and Lnows the
Bible well,. Why peorle do as they do is a -reat uystery
to me. : )

Yesterday, January 16, Jin Colvin was baptized for
which we are very thankful. He is the husband of 3ister
Maxine Colvin. ;
, We here at Yakinma are pldﬁﬂlﬁ* on at leaet two nee tln ;S
« this year, Lord willinz, We are plonning for June 12 - 19

and OctoLer 30 - Woveaber 6. We do not know who our specker
will be. I will let you know when we f£ind out. We wanted

to get, the dates in early so if any of the Drethren have
vacations about these times and .can be with ueg, we will he
very happy to have theu. Also if any of the prea:hinz
brethren come, we would prosadly have extrs services with

suest sweukers the last Saturday and SLndaj of each meeiing.

I feel that all the con :rejations need nore meetingeg for the
spiritual urbuildin: of the nenbers: and srowth of the church;
alsc the preachin; brethren need to be out rrcach*d; the
Gospel and brlnrln the Brothers and Sisters in Christ closer
together,

; January 2U-1 was deluyec ia finishin: this because Veda
was operated on. 3Hede doiny as well as can be ekyegtca She
will be down for some tiune.

Lic.’, Well, waess 1'11 close and mail this, I hope this fin
you and your fam*ly in sood health. Tell everyone hello for

us. Your Brother in Christ. . . ' .

ds

IRA BROWN, Escalon, California--Will you wlease announce our
meetins, We qre to start our umeetin; bere at the Waterford
“church June 12 for one week ending June 26. Brother Jerry
McCay and Brother Richerd Johnston will Se our preachers.,
Both are from Yskima, Washinzton., Anyone of you who can
come and be with us is welcome. There is plenty of parking
space at the church for canpers or trallers or we would be
zlad to have wvou in our houmes. " We hope you can come and be
with us to hely make our ceetinz a success.

CLYDE L, COUCHMAN, Carlsbad, New Mexico--He hope this finds
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all well on the West coast. We are all fairly well but
Sister Willis has been sick. She is much better now.. I
am sorry about not writing more often for I have depended
upon Sister Willis too nuch to write the news. We are L.
thankful to have niine worship with us aost of the tine,

We sometimes have visitors here with us., We were so 3lad
to have Bro. & Sis. Baldwin in our home. They have been
on a tour of the churches in several states. We enjoyed
‘two hours of sinsing at Bro. Bruces home. Bro. Baldwin
is not well. We met with the church 6 niles north of |
Hoffs, New Mex. one Lord's Day and Bro. Bruce and fanmily
on another Lord's Day. 3Bro. & Sis. Al ;ood are to be ‘
cormended for holdiny out faithful. They meet in their '’
home and there are five members there. May God's rich-
est blessinzgs fall on all Christians. 1In Christian love
and love of the truth. . . BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA--Happy
and sad are we for Bro. & Sis. Olan Taylor for their son
Dick is home havin: served his required tine in the ser-
vice, but son Bill has just besun his required service in
the Air Force. He is stationed at Sheppard Air Force -
Base in Texas. Bills mailin; address is A/3C William A.
Taylor 9F 17749796, Squadren 61, Box B%012 CMR2, Sheppard
A, F. B., Texas 76311. Dallas Mickey, son of Rex Mickey
of Cave Junction, Ore., is stationed with the Navy at San
iezo, Calif, Dallas has been attendin; church here in’
Dellflower and was beptised Jan. 23. His mailin; address
is Dallas Mickey 5A, 9150316 60.6, SSC 133 NIC, San Dei:o,
alif. Write these younz men and let then know that we
are thinking of them. It will help them, I know, to hear
from you. Bro. Eluner Forsman fron Yakima, Wash., who is
in the Navy stationed at Point Musu,. Calif., visited with
us here Jan. 30. You can mail your letters to hin at this
address: AA Elner Forsman 39098.8 Code 6200, Box 33, NAS
Point Muju, Calif. 93041, Other visitors here with us have
veen Cari Taylor, Ron Tiffis roomate, Eart & Zelna Broadway,
£ron Yuma, Berizmdna, Sis. Stringham from La Habra, Bro. &
Sis. Brown, and Bro. & Sis. Elmer Hunt. We had weekend
service Dec. 11 & 12 with Bro. McClusky of Sacramento and
Bro. Lozan Sr. of Modesto preachins for us. There were
many visitors from La Habra and Pomona with us for this
200d nneetin;. Bro. Nelson was unable to attend as planned.
Bro. Georze Meadows is howe from the hospital and was able
to attend services this norninj, February 9. Roy
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