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WHY DID JESUS BREAK THE LOAF? = =
Bob Musgrave, Elk City, Okla. - 7 xﬁ""”“‘

I think this is the key to the whole quesf:xon of “the breakmg' TR

. of the loaf.”

I have seen many articles on how to break the loaf, but none
on why Jesus did (and we should) break the loaf. - If we can leam

- why He broke it, it may help us to learn how He broke it. - T ad-- e -z, ;.i~

. mit that if Jesus broke off His piece and ate it before giving the.
. loaf to His disciples, and the breaking of the loaf means nothmg‘

but for each to get his portion; then I admit that the congrega- -
tion that has the practice of the one serving at the table breakmg'

off his portion and eating it before the loaf is passed to the con-~ -
- gregation, 1s Scriptural. EIORS

. But if the giving of thanks and breaking the loaf as Jesus;::'-‘g;'i,j';;‘f--
did is a process of divine law by which He prepared or quali_ﬁed";‘f-,f_;:-f;'-:i.f‘_i~‘:
it as the communion of His body; then I will say that the con—-‘?-""’-f’l
gregation that has the practice of the one serving af the table
breaking the loaf in two—separating it—is ‘Scritpural.

I believe and teach that the offering of thanks and the break-
ing of the loaf is a process by which the loaf is quahfled to be

the body of the Lord, in the communion service. ; wh

The communion service is a matter of divine law, and musﬁ R
be observed lawfully. Every act must be scripturally applied, ‘f:; L
and the mind must be in a proper state or condition. 'The ser= ===
vice. must be in memory of Christ’s great sacrifice for mankind. " igaf;m .i
We must discern His body, and show HlS death fall He come 61: ';7 ,;—,-3
Cor. 11: 23-28). : ’;i‘“x..;"i:‘:“

Question: Do we observe the: communion to dlscem Hls__épdy __,,%z:e_'

as He walked among men, or as He 1s now seated on: HIB th ne,,*,ﬁf
e -‘,u;*_.\r e ARSI

or as He was crucified on the cross? R R N
Ny e e
Answer: We look by an eye of falth to the scene on 4the *cms S“““‘ : w%ft{;ggﬂ

my spirit”’; and “He gave up His spnat’ ¢ (Luke 23 46) 3 Leamn
His body dead on the cross. When the separation came His bod _
died. It takes a separation (of body: and spirit) to. constltute aﬂw
death. “The body without the spirit is ‘dead’” (Jas.. . :26). J ?;-:-
Eeel. 12+ 5-T Solomon uses these metaphors-of death: ‘éshesﬂﬁ" BRE S S
cord is loosed, the golden bowl is broken, the p11:cher s br olgen; '
at the fountam, the wheel broken at the mstern e Now “b k"ﬁ
the loaf of which He says “This is my body." .. It is: neven‘ggl! T W

- His body before thanks are glven and the Ioaf brokf 2 h&iﬁBub pfter: .o
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. THE TRUTH 1]

breaking the loaf, He said: “This is my bodyl’*; “take, eat.”” Matt.

06:96. The thanksgiving and breaking qualify the loaf for His
body. ‘“The bread which we break, 1s'1t not a communion of His
body?” 1 Cor.16: 16. In other words, when we give thanks and
break the loaf, it becomes His body. - So we see that the breaking:

~ of the loaf is not just to get our portion of if. The thing we do

in getting our bite to eat is not called “break.” :I‘he command
to us is to eat. e o)
Question: Why break the loaf? Death is a separation, and
the word “break” means to separate.” No word In our language
could describe death so well as the word break. The act of break-
ing: the loaf shows the very act of death—it shows Christ’s body
in death. - ' ' R
‘Some may ask: “How many times should the loaf be
broken?” I answer: As many times as Jesus died. He offered
His body “once for all” (Heb. 10: 10). He died once (Rom. 6:
9).  He was dead, but is now alive (Rev. 1:13). So one breaking
shows His death.  That is all the Bible speaks of. One gives
thanks and breaks. But all eat. $35% e Y
" Qo.we can surely see why Jesus broke the loaf—to qualify:
it as His body in death, for us. But we must break it to prepare .
or-qualify it as His body or to show the sacrifice He made for
us.  We must do it to keep before us His death for us. So there

is a design in the breaking of the loaf, and we see in it His body _';' ;L.' By

sacrificed for us. | % A RN S 0
Let every reader of The Truth study this question:with an B

S b 3
s T

open Bible. I welcome Bro. Phillips’ remarks, or reply. Lask - s

Al i

only that you study both sides: that is why we both"are writings
on the subject. May God bless and help us all to get the‘fruthy c 0
‘Remarks 5 S e A

T trust that this brotherly exchange ‘of views:is edifying.fo. =

our readers. I appreciate Bro. Musgraye’s ‘desire fo-follow’only = =
“that which is written” (1 Cor: 4: 6). = Ui sl sbimeti i
The word “broke”, translating eklase, is third- Per??li};«"?gmé’fﬁ EIAACS:
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ular number, first aorist, indicative mood," active: ymce“gnd;js{fP
defined “to break off: in N.T. to break bread.”——Bagster:“This « & = =

is the verb used of Christ’s breaking the loaf, andtdescribeﬁth}e‘ PRI

" aetion performed. P T S N H IR R (e S S AR
; - Py LM 4 A TR % % ‘,u...:-,.,*_ -.: - '_.
- In1 Cor. 10; 16, however, we haye this: “The Joaf which yvets =i
. 2 ‘ - - e - guet ) ip e b e n e BN N AT F AN &
‘hreak” “We break”, translating kloomen, is first ppgsaq;;pmr’glzﬂ TN
f Y 2 . . e QR =D SN e VB TR L P W g DAL S NS LR # oL 7
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2P .-_}"'--break off.” The passage coupled Wlth verse 17 rea.ds “Théﬂzdr ,,,o,
" bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of - *‘ e

.~ Christ?. For we, bemg many, are one loaf, and one body for we
.. are all partakers of the one loaf.” = S

.F

‘_.- 7
=

Bt D e sy plural—and. “we break” the ‘l‘oaf ' “We, bemg' Ed
S S fmany” —all in the congregation—as many as pa“rtake Of, ,the one . ﬂ
gt bread # “break” it in obedience to the command Thls do™ (Luke __ -_'k_

19 - -.;.,_-.:
R “'I)‘he blood is the life”—nephesh, life so‘ul——-“thereof” (Lev.
' 17 14).: Speaking prophetically of the death of Christ, Isalah
~ . “gays “He poured out His soul”—nephesh, life, soul— “unto "
death” (Isa. 63: -12). - This was done when ‘He shed His bloofs[ R
(John 19::34). " Seeing the pale loaf on the ‘table and the red,,‘,
‘vrine in-the cup; the bread being His body and the wine. H_IS
blood is the most perfect picture of death one can think of. -ﬁ:‘: ;*;-
The hreaking of the loaf could hardly signify the separatlon A
of I‘LS body and spirit; nor can it ‘signify the shedding of His - L :‘:
“blood:  “This/is my body broken- (lit., “being broken”) for you”
(1 Cor. 11 24). Each breaking his own plece: from the loaf;
gnifies the breaking of His body (for it ‘was broken many ..... S

tJnes) better than merely breaking it in two —J D P 3 .,,”::
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SEATS " The Sunday School is purely an lnventlon of men.. The fe
1s ‘no divine authonty back of the Sunday School _...There Wi s; tg
1o Sunday ‘School ‘in the church in:the ‘days of the: apostl LA
Robert Ra1kes of - L.ondon, England founded the flrst Slm '?' y *;,-r‘fe-:i g
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system do so by the authonty of Robert Ralkes,x &]1;};*?

d.lwne authority. A k AN e
“There is no example - the d.wme record of “l;hg '"'a""pos{ ;:f"-‘?ﬁ; f

hamng ever used the ‘Sunday ‘school class system argdafors ﬁhat *ﬁ* T
“reason, the system is only a tradition:of men; a’nd ‘not a divine'
_example. If a congregation: of Christians-ean do ‘th emvghg B
duty and be saved in the end without the use:of: th:' Sgﬂp ?\ﬁ 5 ‘%

~school class system, then it must be’ ‘non-essential; * %§ : :55‘5
~ - essential, it 1s not needed; if it is not needed_=E J.t ”"'r DA
~ manded ;- if it is not commanded 11: IS not a dﬁ; a W ad e



